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PREFACE. 
TH E Sermon Which gave rise to the publica- 


L tion of these, having been offered to the world 
as a sermon of Y orick's, I hope the most seri- 


ous reader will find nothing to offend him, in 


my continuing these volumes under the same ti- 
tle : lest it Should be otherwise, I bave added a 


Second title-page with the real name of the Au- 


thor the first will serve the bookseller's pu EE 


pose, as Yorick's name is possibly of the two _ 


tbe more known ;—and the second will ease the 
minds of those who see a jest, ani the danger 
which lurks under it, where no jest was meant. 
| I 8vPposE it is needless io inform the Public, 
that the reason of printing these Sermons. arises 
altogether from the favourable reception which 
the Sermon given as a Sample of them in T r18+ 
TRAM SuAanDY met with from {tbe world. 


That Sermon wes printed by itself some years 


ago, but could find neither purchasers nor rea- 


ders; so that I apprehended little hazard from 


a promise I made upon its republication, That 
Af the Sermon was liked, these sbould be also at 
« the world's service: hic, to be agg uad as my 
word, they are bere; and I pray to Gop, the 

may do it the service I wish. I bave little #5 


A 2 say 
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| say in their behalf, except this, that not one of 


them was composed with any thoug bis of being 
printed ; they bave been bastily written, and 
carry the marks of it along with: them. —T his 
may be no recommendation iI mean it how- 
ever as Such ; for as the Sermons turn chiefly 
upon Philanthropy, and those kindred virtues to 
it, upon which bang all the law and the propbets, 
trust they will be no less felt, or worse receiv- 
ed, for the evidence they bear, of procceding more 
from the heart than the bead. T-have nothing 
to add, but that the reader, upon old and beaten 
Subjects, must not- look for many new thoughts 
tis well if be has new language: inthree 
or four passages where he has neither the one nor 
the other, I bave quoted the author I made free 
With. There are some other passages, where I 
Suspect I may have taken the same liberty. 
but 't is only Suspicion, for I do not remember it 
is So, otherwise I Should have restored them to 
. Their proper owners ; so that I put it in bere 
More as a general saying. than from a conscious- 
ness of having much to answer for upon that 
score. In this, however, and every thing else 
which I offer, or sball offer to the world, I rest, 
with a beart much at ease, ubon the protection 
of the humane and candid, from whom I bave 
received many favours, for which I beg leave 

to return them thanks—thanks, 
CON- 
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PSA LM, aer 45 * | | | 
There be many that say, Who "will flew us any 


good ?— Lord); dift Uourup *the light of "0 
W e e . f 


TW purſnit of. 2 aſter ha ee 
it is the full and irongeſt defire of his na- 
ture; in every flage of his life, he ſearches for it 


as for bid treaſure, courts it under a thouſand 


different ſhapes,— and though. perpetually diſappoint- 


ed, Hill perfiſts—runs after a ug, enquires for it a- 
frelt—aMFevery palſenger who comes in his Ways 
Who will flew hiwuny good ho will aſſt 
him in the attainment ot it, or direct him to the 

diſcovery of chis great end of all his wiſhes? 
* He is told by one, 10 ſearch for it amongſt the 
more gay and , youthfu}-pleaſures of life, in ſcenes 
of mirth and ſprightlineſs, where happineſs ever pre · 

fides, and is ever to be known by the joy and lau 

R. er which he will at once ſee painted in her — 
N A SECOND, with a graver aſpett, points out to 
the coſtiy dwellings which pride and extravagance 
p ) A 4 


have 


1 2 — 
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3 SERWORE - 
have erefted—tells the enquirer, that the object he 
is in ſearch of inhabits there—that happineſs lives 
only in company with the great, in the midſt of much 


oe and outward flate that he will eaſily find 
er out by the coat of many colours ſhe has on, 
and che great luxury and expence of equipage 
ny furnityre with which ſhe always fits ſurround- 
e S 
Tn Miſer bleſſes God !——wonders how any 
one would miſlead, and wilfully put him upon ſo 
Wrong a ſcent convinces him that happineſs and 
extravagance never inhabited under the ſame roof 
——that if he would not be diſappointed in bis 
ſearch, he muſt look into the plain and thrifty dwell- 
ing of the prudent man, who knows and underſtands 
the worck of money, and cautiouſly lays it up againſt 
an evil hour—that it is not the proſtitution of wealth 
upon the paſſions, or the parting with it at all, that 
cenſlitutes happineſs; but that it is the keeping to- 
. gether, and the HAVING and nOLD INS it falt to 
him and his heirs for ever, Which are the chief at- 
tributes that form this great idol of human wor- - 
ſhip, to which ſo much incenſe is offered up e- 
very day. | d 
Tre Epicure, theugh he eaſily rettifies fo groſs 
a a miſtake, yet at che ſame time he plunges him, if 
poſlible, into a greater; for, hearing the objett of } 
| his purſuit to be happineſs, and knowing of no other 
| happineſs than what is ſeated immediately in he 
| ſenſes | 


— & — my 


in the full career of this purſuit 


ſenſes, he pes che 3 1 him "ts 
in vain to ſearch elſewhere for it it, than where pature 
herſelf has placed it—in the indulgence. and gratifi= 


cation of the appetites, w ich are given us, for that 
end: and, in a Word, if he will not take his opi- 


nion in che matter, | he may truſt the word of a much 
"wiſer man, who has aſſured us, that there is nothing 
better in this world, than that a man ſheuld eat and 


drink, and rejoice in his works, and make his ſoul 
enjoy good in his labour——for that is his per- 
tion. 

To reſcue him from this Var experiment, Am- 
bition takes him by the hand, and carries lim into 
the world- ſhe ws him all the kingdoms of che 


earth, and the glory of chem points out the many 


ways of advancing his fortune, and raiſing bimſelf co 
| honour -lays before his eyes all the charms and 
bewilching temptations of oWer and alks, if. 


there can be any happineſs 1 in this world like that of | 


| being care ſſed, courted, f{lattered, and followed "1s 


1o clofe all — the Philoſopher meets him buſtling. 


{tops him—tells - 
him, if he in in ſearch ot bappineſs, he is far gone 


out of bis way— 


Taar this deity has long been baniſhed from 


noiſe and dumults, where there was no rel} found for 
her, and was fled into ſolitude, far from all commerce 
of the world : ; and, in a word, if he would find her, 
be mull leave this buſy and intriguing. ſcene, and go 


A 5 


back 


10 SERMON 


back to that peaceful ſcene of —— 
ſtom which he at rf} ſer ul. 


I this circle wo voten 3 Wi all 


e generally ſiis down, weary and | 
AJiſſatisfied with them all w dafl, in unter- deſpair of 


ever accompliſhing what he want nor knowing 


What to trull to aſter ſo many diſappoinimenis— 


or where to lay the fault, whether in the 4 incapacity 


of his on nature, or the ae of the enjoy- 


ments themſelves. 


wa In this uncertain an avian eee <0 


| knowledge which way to turn or where'to betake ; 


_ ourſelves for refuge=»—ſo often abuſed and deceived 


by the. ADP, who pretend thus 10 ſhe w us any good | 
—Loxp! lays. che pſalmiſt, lift up the light of tby 


' countenance upon us. Send us ſome rays of thy 


grace and. heavenly wiſdom, in this: benighted fearch ' 


—— bappmeſs, io direkt us ſafely to it. O Gop ! 
dark region, in endleſi put ſuit of our miſtaken good, 


but enlighten our eyes that we ſleep not in death 

open to ibem the comforts of iby 9 word and re- 
Iigion+— lift up ibe light of iby count enance upon | 
us,—and make us know the joy and ſatisfaction of 


Living in ibe true faiih and fear of Thee, which only 


can carry us to ibis haven of reſt, where we would 


let us not wander or ever without a guide in this | 


be — that ſure haven, where true joys ate io be 


und, which will at length not only anſwer all our | 
expektstiong e- but fatisfy the molt unbounded of 


Tur wiſhes for ever and ever. 


Tux | 


—— — 


„Who willaſhew us any” 

1ome refleQions upon ihe inluffitiency of moſt of 

our enjoymonts towards the atttainment of happineſs, 
open ſome 1 0 on — "us 


s ERMON 1. 

Tun words ihus opera, naturally reduce the te- 
wainkng part of the diſcourſe umiler to heads. — The 
hill part of the verſe=—* Flicre be many that ſay, 


11 


good 7 To make 


1 e which will: lesd us up to 
the ſource, and true ſecret of all happineſs, fuggefted 
to us in the lauter part of the verſe Lord! 
„ifi thou up the light of thy ecunienance upon us? 
that chere can be no reaf happineſs without re- 
gion and virtue, and the aſſiflance of God's grace 
and holy Spirit © direct our- pig in the” true pure 


Suit *of it. 


LI us enquire into 28 Jipotntbencs of hu- 
man happineſs,” on ſome of the moſt received plars 
on which lis e * ood aud expetted, by 
the bulk of mankind;. 

Tuza r is hardly any ſubjebl more exhauſled, or 
which at one time or other has afforded more matter 
for argument and declamation, than his ene, of the 
inſufficiency of our enjoy mentis. Scarce a reformed 
ſenſualifl, from Solomon down to our own days, who 
has not in ſome fits of repentance or diſappointment 
uttered ſome ſharp reflections upon the emptineſs of 
human pleaſure, and of the vanity of vanines which 
diſcovers felt in all the purſuits of mortal man. 


But 
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But the miſchief has been, that though ſo many good 
things have been ſaid,” they have generally had the 
fate to be conſidered either as the, over{lowings of 
diſguſt from ſated appetites which could no longer 
reliſh the pleaſures of life, or as the declamatory o- 
pinions of recluſe and ſplenetic men who had never 
iaſted them at al, and conſequently were thought 
no judges of the matter, So that *tis no great won- 
der, if the greateſt part of ſuch refleQions, however 
juſt in themſelyes, and founded on truth and a know- 
ledge of the world, are foupd to leave little impreſ- 
Gon where the imagination was already heated with 
great expeQations of future happineſs and that the 


beſt leftures that have been read upon che vanity of 
the world jo ſeldom llop a man in the © urſuit of tthe | 

the conviclion 
that the polſeſſion 5 will, and what the experience 
of his own life or a careful on upon the life 
ol others do at length generaily confirm to us all. 
LET us endeavour, then, 10 try the cauſe upon | 
this iſſue ; and inſtead of recurring to the common 
arguments, or taking any one's word in the Caſe, let 


object of his delire, or give him halt 


us truſt io matter of fact: and if, upon inquiry it ap- 

pears that the actions of mankind are not to be ac- 
counted for upon any other principle, but this, of 
the inſufficiency of our enjoy ments, *wwill go farther 


towards the eſtabliſhment of the truth of this part 


of the diſcourſe, than a thouſand ſpeculative ar- 
uments which might be offered upon. the occaſion. 


| Naw, if we take a ſurvey of the life of many 


from 


is, of 
arthet 
5 paſt 
ve al- 
caſion. 


man; 
{row 


this ſcheme in his own way 


that flatters this expetation. 
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from the time he is come to reaſon, to the lateſt de- 
cline of it in old : age we ſhall find him engaged, 


and generally hurried on in ſuch a ſacceſhon of diffe- 
rent, pucſuits, and different opinions of tbings, through 
the different ſlages of his life as Will admit of no 
explication, but this, that he finds no reſt for the ſole 
of his foot,on. any of the plans whegs he has been led 
to expett it. 

Tus moment he is got logſe from tutors and o- 
yernors, and is left to judge for himſelf, and purſue 
his firſt thoughts are 
generally full of the mighty nappineſs which hei is 


going to enter upon, from the free enjoyment of the 
.pleaſures in Which he ſees others of his age and for- 


tune engagel. 

IN conſequence of this—take notice, how his 
imagination is caught by every glittering appearance 
Obſerve what im- 
preſhons are made upon his ſenſes, by diverſions, 
mulic, drels, and beauty—and how his ſpirits are 
upon the wing, flying in purſunt of them; 3 that you 


would think be could never have enough, 


Ezgave him to himſelf à few years, till the 
edge of appeiiie is worn down-—and you will ſcarce 


know him again. You will find him entered into 


engagements, and ſetting up for a man of buſineſs 
and condutt, talking of no other happineſs but what 
centers in projects of making the molt of this wor!d, 
and providing for his children, and children's oil 
vren after them, Examine bis notions, be will tell 
you, 
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you; that the gzyer plenſu res · of youih are ſit only for 
nose who Wed — 10 diſpoſe of themſelves - 
anime to better advantage. Thot, however fair 

Alp them they were no bettet than a life of folly 

and impertinenee; and ſo far from anſwering your f 
_ expeſtations of "happineſs, *twas well if you eſcaped | 
without pain. hat, in every experiment he d 
tried, he had found more bitter than ſweet, and; for f 
the luile pleaſure one could ſnateh it 100 often left 
a terrible fling bebind it: Befdes, did the balance || « 
lie on the other ſide he would tell you, there could a 
be no true ſatis fallion where wife runs on in fo gids g 
dy a circle, out af Which a wiſe man mould - extri- fe 
caie himſelf as ſoom as he can, that he may begin o be 
ok För wards. That it becomes à man of eha- — 
rater and conſequence to lay aſide childiſu things, to to 
take care of his intereſis io eſlabliſi the fortune of his fat 
family, ard place n ut of want and dependance: be 
and, in a word, if there is ſuch a thing as happineſs of 
upon earth, it muſt eonſiſt in the accompliſnment of F mu 


this; — and for bis on part, if God ſhould rofpet . 
his endeavours ſo as to be worth ſuch a ſum, or to app 
be able to bring ſuch a point to bear he ſhaſt be one Ypoll 


of ihe bhappieſt of the ſons of men. I ful aſſurance 
of this, on he drudges—plots——contrives—riſes'ear- 
y. nate rakes reſt, and eats'the bread of careful - 
neſs, till at length, by hard lebout and perſeverance 
be has reached, if not ouigone, ihe object he had: fir 
in view. — When be he got thus lar——if he is 2 


bead khoponr—add not one cubit te his h 
| Upon umming up the account, all, all is: Found 


SERM ON, 1. 
plain and ſincere man, emo ſcruple to d. 
knowledge truly; iat — he hid four: — 
hunſfclf.-—oIf,y0u aſk him -h well, 3 
his imagination paimed ſomething 
the tenlity of which-be has not . 
wick all tbe accumulation of his wen, he e 
lives the. metfier;{leeps* the -fopnder, orithd-4eſs 
care and anniety upon his pri —ahan at hisfirſt 
fetting out. i Ae Wit Anat. irren Gat wt n 
| Pzxn Ars: you'll ite eie Abe or 
title onlyzis dating! could*Þagooinplifirnchar, 
as. there-wauld-be' not 
good U od % how happy ſhduld A bel Tis ſtill che 
ſame»>—ahe:$gnity or tide though ahey-crown hie 
ineſs. 


13 


to be fraied. merely in the- 1 


ation Ihe 


imagin 
| fafter. her bas purſucd, dle. faſler the: Phantom fled 


before him; and, io uſe the SatiriRt?s: + 
of the chiariot wheels,———hafte: bs they with Wey 


mult for euer keep the ſame Hiſtance. 


Bur what f though I have been tus f far dit. 
appointed in my expectations of happineſs from the 


poſſeſſion of riches . Let me try whinher 1 


ſhalſ not meet with it in een and Alu- 
able enjoyment of them. 


Benotp! I vill get me dez l me 
zreat works, and build me houſes, and plant me 
incyards, -and make me — and 0 of water: 

e ee 


lng left hen for me to with, = 


> EPE 
T — 5 Ts Jo; „ at ER REI nm mg 
— . 2 ” 


* "TI - 


* , 
3 8 — 


re 
- — . — 


** 


ſuits— 


err . OI OS N » * N 
— - - S - — — 


16 SERMON I. 


And I will get me ſervants. and maidens; and | 
whatſoever my eyes defire, I will. not keep from 


them. 


withdraws himſelf from the buſy, part of the | 
world—realizes—pulls down builds up again. | 
Buys Ratues, pictures . planis and plucks up 
by the roots levels mountains and fills up F , 
vallies— turns rivers into dry ground, and dry ground 


d 
IN proſecution of hb Sas all painful pur- | 
b 
e 
\ 


into rivers, —Says unto this: man, Go, and he goeth ; 


and 22 another, Do this, and he doeth it; and F ,, 
whatſoever. his ſoul luſſeth after of ibis kind, he 

withholds not from it. Wben every ching is thus 
planned by himſelf, and executed according to bis he 
wiſh and direction, ſurely he is arrived to the ac- 
compliſhment of his wiſhes, and has got to the ſummit I; 
of all human happineſs !—Let the molt fortunate ad- 7 
venturers in this way anſwer the queſlion for him, Jat 
and ſay—how often it riſes higher than a bare and * 
ſimple amuſement and, well, if you can compound 

for chat —ſince tis often purchaſed ; at ſo high a price, gi 
and ſo ſoured, by a mixture. of ather incidental vexsj 
alions, as to become too often a work of repentance, 
which in the end will extort the ſame ſorrowful con- 
feſſion from him, which it did from Solomon in the 
like caſe.— Lo! 1 looked on all the works that m 
hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had 
laboured to do—and behold ! all was vanity and 
vexation of ſpirii—and there was no prokit t to me un 


der the {un, | 
T6 


ance, 
ul con- 
in the 
hat m 


| 1 had 


ity ant 
me ul 


Ti 


engibe than he firſt intended, 
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To mflame this account the more it would be 
miracle, if upon caſting it up he has gone farther 


Fa 


run into expences 
which have emangled his fortune, and brought him- 


ſelf into ſuch difficukics as to make way for the laſt 
experiment he can try—and that is, to turn miſer, 
with no happineis in view but what is to riſe out of 


the little deſigns of a ſordid mind, ſet upon ſaving 
and ſcraping up all he has injudiciouſly ſpeat. - 
Is-this laſt:Rage—behold him a -poor trembling 


| wretch, ſhur up from all mank ind —ſinking 1 into 


utter contempt ; ſpending careful days and {leepleſs 
nights i in purſuit of what a narrow and contracted 
heart can never enjoy :—and let us here leave him 
to the convichion he will one day find That there 


Iis no end of his labou— That his eyes will never be 


ſatisfied. with riches, or will ſay—For whom do I 
labour and bereave W l of reſt This is alſo a 
fore travail, 

I BELI1tve this is no uncommon . of the 
Iiſappoin:ments of human life —and the manner our 


"pleaſures and enjoyments flip from under us in every 


llage of our life. And though 1 would not be 
bought by it, as if I was denying the reality of 
pleaſures, or diſputing the being of them, any more 
han one would the reality of 8 J muſt ob- 
erve on this head, that there is a plain diſtinction o 
de made betwixt pleaſure and happineſs. For though 
here can be no happineſs wnhout pleaſure — et 
he converle of the propoſition wall not hold * 


*. enen 


We are ſo mad, that from the chmmæn grati fcations [ſ* 


of our appetites, and the impte ſſiobs of a thouſand 
objetts, we ſnaich the one, HkE u franſient gleam, 
without: being ſufferetl to rafle the ther, and enjoy 

- thaz, perpetual ſun Thincand fait weather-which 8 K. 
ſtantly attend it. This, I contend, is only to be 
found in religion in the conſciouſneſs of viriue 
and the ſure and certain hopes of a better life, which 
brightens all our proſpects, and leaves no room to 
dread diſappointments=——becaurſe the expettation | 
of it is built upon a rock, whoſe foundations are 26 


deep as thoſe of heaven and hell. 


AnpD though in our pilgrimage through this $ 


world-—ſome of us may be fo fortunate as to meet 
with ſome clear fountains by the way, that may cool, 


for a few moments, the heat of this great thirſt of Y:- 


happineſs——yet our Saviour, who knew the 
world, though he enjoyed but little of it, tells us, 
that whoſoever drinketh of this water will thirſt 


again: — and we all find by experience it is fo, and 


by reaſon that it always mull be ſo. 


I coxncLUDE with a ſhort obſervation vpoi. 


Solomon's evidence in this caſe. 


NEVER did the buſy brain of a lean and hefticy.. 
chymiſt fearch for the philoſopher's flune with more, 


pains and ardour than this great man did after hap- 
pineſs.— He was one of the viſeſt enquirers into 
Nature—had tried all her powers ard capacities 
and after a thouſand vain ſpeculations and vile ex 
| periments, he affirmed at length, it lay hid in n 


one 
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one thing be bad ariad i lile th ebymifl a projeflions 
all bad ended in dmoke, onwhic was. worts; in vaniiy 
and vexaliog df pixi the concluſiaa of ihe whole 
made, was thien-ihat he adviſes. every: man who 

due be happy. oa, fear Cod and likep his cen 
mendmegts. ei bom 1 dt in "1316 1 
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SERMON II. ca 


The Houſe of Feiſling and the, Houſe of Mourn- 
| ing deſcribed. 


ECCLESIASTES VII. 2, 3. 
It i is letter to go to the houſe of mourning than ts 


the houfe of Jeafang. 


HAT I deny—but let us hear the 8 man's 
reaſoning upon it—for that is the end of all 
men, and the living will lay it to his heart : forrou 
is better than laughter for a crack-brain'd or- 
der of Carthuſian monks, I grant, but not for men 
of the world : For what purpoſe, do you imagine, 
has God made us ? for the ſocial ſweets of the wel. 
watered vallies where he has planted us, or for t 
dry and diſmal defarts of a Sierra Morena? An 
the {ad accidents of life, and the uncheery how 
which perpetually "—_— us, are they not enough 
but we muſt ſally forth in queſt of chem bet 
our own hearts, and ſay, as your text would have vs 
that they are better han thoſe of joy ? Did the Be 
of Beings ſend us into the world for this end 
go weeping through it, — te vex and ſhorten a |! 
ſhort and vexatious enough already ? Do you thin! 
2 } 


— 
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my good preacher, that he who is infinitely happy 
can envy us our enjoy ments ? dr that a being ſa 
infinitely kind would grudge a mournful traveller the 
ſhort reſt and retreſhments neceſſary to ſupport hs 
ſpirits through the ſtages of a weary pilgrimage ? or 
that he would call him to @ ſevere reckoning, becauſe 
in his way he had hallily ſnarched at ſome little 
ſugaciods pleaſures, merely to ſweeten this uneaſy 
journey of life, and reconcile him io the ruggedneſs 
of the road, and the many hard joſtlings he is ſure to 
in telnet with p Conſider, I beſeech you, what proviſion 
Rand accomodation the Author of our being has pre- 
pared for us, that we might not go on our way ſor- 
man's rowing—how many caravanſeras of re what 
of allifpowers and faculties he has given us for taking it— 
gorroufhbat apt objects he has placed in our way to enter- 
d di- Jain us ;—ſom2 of which he has made fo fair, fo 
c menExquiſitely fitted for this end, that they have power 
nagine PVC us for a time to charm away the ſenſe of pain, 
e well Jo cheer up the dejected heart under poveriy and 
for de ickneſs, and make it go and remember its mileries 
9 ArÞ9 more. 

V how I wiLL not contend at preſent againſt ahi 
ad hetoric ; I would chooſe rather for a moment to go 

eb n with the allegory, and fay we are travellers, and, 
have u the molt affecting ſenſe of that idea, that like tre- 
the Belllellers, though upon buſineſs of the laſt and neareſt 
dy oucern to us, we may ſurely be allowed to amuſe 
en a lurſelves with the natural or artificial beauties of the 
ou thin | country 
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It i is better to go to the houſe of mourning than ti 
the houfe of Tang: i Ten. 


1 I deny but let us hear the wife man yo. 
| reaſoning upon it—for that is the end of all 
men, and the living will lay it to his heart : forrou 
is better than laughter for a crack-brain'd or- 
der of Carthulian monks, I grant, but not for men fx 
of the world: For what purpoſe, do you imagine, pve 
has God made us P for the ſocial ſweets of the wel. 
watered vallies where he has planted us, or for thy 
dry and diſmal deſarts of a Sierra Morena? Ang 
the ſad accidents of life, and the uncheery how! 
which perpetually overiake us, are they not enough 
but we muſt ſally forth in queſt of chem beh 
our own hearts, and ſay, as your text would have ui 
that they are better than thoſe of joy? Did the Bel 
of Beings ſend us into the world for this end 
go weeping through it,—te vex and ſhorten a li 


oO 
lnort and vexatious enough already? * you thin 
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my good preacher, that he who is infinitely happy 
can envy us our enjoy ments ? or that a being ſo 
infinitely kind would grudge a mournful traveller the 
ſhort reſt and retreſhments neceſſary to ſupport hs 
ſpirits through the ſtages of a weary pilgrimage ? or 
that he would call him to à ſevere reckoning, becauſe 
in his way he had hallily ſnarched at ſome little 
ſugacio0s pleaſures, merely to ſweeten this uneaſy 
journey of life, and reconcile him to the ruggedneſs 
of the road, and the many hard joſtlings he is ſure to 
meet with 7 Conſider, I beſeech you, what proviſioti 
Rand accomodation the Author of our being has pre- 
Ipared for us, that we might not go on our way ſor- 
man'Fowing—how many caravanſeras of rel! what, 
of alſ{powers and faculties he has given us for taking ii. 
ſorrouhbdat apt objects he has placed in our way to enter- 
vd or- Nain us ;—ſom2 of which he has made fo fair, fo 
ir men exquiſitely fitted for this end, that they have power 
nagine, pver us for a time to charm away the ſenſe of pain, 
e well, Jo cheer up the dejected heart under poveriy and 
for thy ickneſs, and make it go and remember ,its mileries 
9 Ar? more, 
„ houlf I witt not contend at preſent agaivſt this 
een hetoric ; I would chooſe rather for a moment to go 
ben with the allegory, and ſay we are travellers, and, 
have u che molt affecting ſenſe of that idea, that like tre- 
the Belflellers, though upon buſineſs of the laſt and neareſt 
J———Foucein to us, we may ſurely be allowed to amuſe 
en a lihurſelves wich the natural or antilicas beauties of the 
ou thin country 
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country we are paſſing through, without reproach of to 
forgetting the main ertand we are ſent upon; and if an 
we can beg as not to be led out of the way, lay 

y the variety of profpetts, edifices, and ruins which |ot] 
— hk of ſaint- Sc 

Uk. T let us net n e argument in an 
re the nme. et ca ap 
Lier vs remembid e 2010 
— we have Aill let dur faces towards Jeruſa- 5 
lem—that we have a place of reſt and e to-rat 
wards which we hafen, and that the way to get there. wi 
is bet fo much to pleaſe our hearts, as to improve] Fe 
them in virtue chat mivth and ſeaſting are uſually an 
0 friends t atchieverents of this kind but that 
Fafin/vf afil:ion is in fome fort 3 ſeafon of  pietyſfe: 
5 Aut only decaule our ſufferings are apt boy Put u {to 
| I Cr ack they. au that by the * and. inter I git 
ion Wick they give to our is, they allo 
Ee the hurry wad buſtte of the world too ofier 
den us, and that is, a little time for refleQion, 
his is all that moſt'of us want to make us wiſe 
and better men; that at certain times it is. { 
neceſſary 2 man's mind fhnuld be turned toward 
itſelf; that rather than want occaſions, he had beitc 
purchaſe thern at the expenee of his ptetent bapp 
vefs.—He bad beiter as the text expfeſſes it, go t 
the houje of mourning, where he will meet will 
ſomething 10 ſubdue his paſſions, than to the houſe « 
_— where the joy and * of the place is ben 
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to- excite them: That whereas ihe entertainments 
and cateſſes of ths one place expoſe his heart; und 
it open to tempiationa = the ſarrows of che 
other defend it, and as: naturalty i ſhut abem . from . 

So Rrange and unsccountable a creature ia man! he 
is ſo framed, that he cannot hut purſus happineſin— 
and yet — miſedic bow ] 
apt is he to millake the way which v um 
to the accompliſhment of hu od e e 

Tais is the full fotee of the abs deela- 
ration. But 40 do farthet juſtice to-his- worde, 1 
will endeavour io: bring he ſubject ſtill nearer 
For which purpoſeyit Al be-necellary-to flop here, 
and take a trauſtent view of the two places here re- 


ferred io,. the houſe of mourning and the houſe of | 
feaſting. Give me leave chere fore, I belcech you, 
to recal both of them for à moment io your ima- 
ginations, that from thence I ma x appeal to your 
hearts, how faithfully; and upon het good poi | 
the effets'and maturaE; operations of each upon our 
minds are intimated in the text. 
AND; ire let us a into the houſe of 
zallihg; 24: 5 

AN here, to | Kates Cale is candid as poſſi. 
dle in the deſcription of this, we will not lake it 
from the wort originals, ſuch as ate openell "merely 
or the ſale of virtue, and ſo calculated for the end, 
hat the diſguiſe each is under, not only gives power 
afely to drive on the bargain, but fately to carry it 
no execution too. : 


Vol! Tais 
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and jolliy of the place. 


„%  SEEMON 1k 
Tu is we will not ſuppoſe to be the caſe—hor 


let us even imagine the houſe of feaſting to be ſuch. 


a ſcene of intemperance and-exceſs, as the houſe of 


feaſting does often exhibii— but let us take it from 


one, 28 little--exceptionable as · we can here 


there is, or at lealt appears nothing really criminal 


but where every thing ſeems to be kept within the 


viſible bounds · of moderation and ſobriei. 
— _*ImtacIne then ſuch a houſe of ſeaſting, where, 


either by conſent or invitation, a number of each ſex 
15 drawn together, for no other purpoſe but the en- 


joyment and mutual emertainment of each other, 


which wel will ſuppoſe {hall ariſe from no Other 
afures but what cuſlom vutharies, ang religion 
does not abſolutely forbid. - | 


© BEzOR® we enter let us examine, wht 


mull be the ſentiments of each individual 


vious to his arrival, and we ſhall find, that ae 
ever they may differ trom one another in temp ers 
and opinions, cha everyone ſeems 10 agree in this 
chat as he is going te @ houſe dedicated 10 joy aul 
mirth, it was fit he ſhould divell himfeit-of whatever 
was likely to contradict that 1 intention, or be incon- 
ſiſtent with it.— That, for this purpoſe, he had left 
nis cares—his ſerious thoughis— and his moral re- 
flections behind hun, and was come forth from howe 


with enly ſuch diſpoſitiors and gaiety of heat a 


ſuited the occalien, and promoted the intended mirth} 
W. ith 4his preparation of 
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ind, which is as little. ar can be ſuppaſed, ſince it 
ill amount to no more than a defire in each to ren - 
us conceive 


them entering into the houſe ef feaſting, wich heans 
ſet looſe” from grave reſtraints, and open to the en- 
pectationt of receiving pleaſure; It is: not neceſſary, 


I premiſed, to bring int nce into this ſoene 
of the: appelites, as ſhall ferment che blood and ſet 
the deſires in a flame; Let us admit no more 
of it, therefore, than will gently ſtir them, and fig 
them for the impreſſions which ſo-benevolent's com- 
meree will naturally excite} In this diſpoſaion, thus 
wrought upon before hand and already improved io 
this purpoſe take notice how mechanically the 
thouphis and ſpirits riſe -h ſoo and inſeuſibly 
they are got above«the piteh and ſieſt buunds which 
cooler hours would have markec. | 
War x che gay and ſmiling aſpelt of things has 
begun to leave the paſſages to a man's heart thus 
thoughileGly unguarded bes kind and careſſing 
looks of every object without, chat can flauer his 
ſenles, have conſpired wich the enemy within, 0 
betray him, and put him off his defence. hben 
muſic like wiſe hath lent her aid. and tried her power 
upon the paſſions, — when the voice of ſinging 
men, and the voice of ſinging women, wah the 
found of the viol- and the jute, have broke in upon 
his ſou! and 1» ſome tender notes have touched the 
1 ſecret 
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ſecret ſpring⸗ of rapture „that moment let us 
diſſect and lock into his hear. See how. vain! 
bow weak! how empty a thing it is!, Look through 
us ſeveral recelſes,—thoſe pure manſjons formed 
for the recepiion., of innocence, and virtue ſad 
ſpektacle! Behold thoſe fair inhabitants now dif- 
poſſeſſed turned out of. their, ſacted dwellings, 
to. make room for what Pat the beft;, for levity 
and indiſcretion— perhaps for folly——it may be, 
for more impure gueſts, which pollibly i in ſo general 
a rigt of the wind and ſenſes, may take occaſion to 
i dunn rated the ſame time. 


Fs moſt cautious fay——thus far ſhall my dehires go 
—and no farther! or, will the cooleſt. and moſt cir= 
 cumſpeA.ſay,. when, pleaſure, has taken full poſſeſ- 
tian, — his heart, that no thought nor purpoſe ſhall 
ariſe there, which he yould have concealed! In 
thoſe looſe and, unguarded, moments the imagination 
is not always at command — ain pie of reaſon and 
refleQton, . it will forcibly carry him ſometimes 
whither he would noi— like the unclean ſpirit, in 
the. parent's fad , deſcripuon of his child's caſe, 
which. took bim, and, oft· times calt him into the 
fice to deſtroy bim, and, whereſoever it taketh 
him it teareth_ him, and, hardly departeth from 


a ſcene and diſpoſition thus. sel- 


3AM. „ e 


him. £44 n wb 
Bor this, you'll fay, is ; the worſt account of what 
the mind may ſulfer here, 5 * 
„ War 
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Way may ve not make more favourable ſup- 
poſitions that numbers, by exerciſe and cuſtom to 
ſuch encounters, learn gradually to defpife and 
triumph over them; that the minds of many are 
not ſo fuſce ptible of Wareti impreſſions, or ſo badly 


fortified: againſt them, that pleaſure ſhould eaſily 
cortupt or ſoften them ;—that it would be hatd to 
ſuppoſe, of the preat multitudes which daily throng 


and preſs into this houſe of feaſting, but that num- 


bers come out of it again, with all the innocence 
wich which they entered; and that if boch ſexes are 
included in the computation, what fair examples 
ſhall we ſee of many of fo pure and challe a turn of 


| mind that the houle of feaſting, with all its charms 


and temptayons, was never able to excite a thought, 
or awaken an-mclination' which virtue need to bluſh' 
at——or which the moſt ſcrupulous. conſcience 
might not ſupport. © God forbid we ſhould ſay other- 
wiſe: No doubt, numbers of all ages eſcape unhurt, 
and get off this dangerous ſea without {hipwreck. 
Yet are they not to be [reckoned amongſt the more 
fortunate adventurers Land though one would not 
abſolutely prohibitahe: attempt, or be ſo ſynical as 10 
condemn every one who tries it, ſince there are ſo 
many, I ſuppoſe, "Who: cannot well do otherwiſe, 
and whoſe condition and fituation in life unavoid- 
ably force them upon it—yet we may be allowed to 
deleribe this fair and flattering coalt—we may point 
out the unſuſpetted dangers of it, and warn the un- 
wary paſſenger where they lie. We may ſhow 
B 3 him 
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him what hazards his xouth and inexperience will 
run, how litle he can gain by the venture, and 
how much wiſer and . it would be (as is im- 
plied in the text) to ſeek occaſions rather to im- 
prove his litile flock of virtue, than incautieuſly ex- 
poſe it to fo anequai a chance, where the beſt he 


can hope is to return ſafe with what treaſure he car- 


ried ou. but where, probably, he may be ſo unfor- 
tunate as to loſe it all-—be loſt himſelf, and undone 
for ever, 

THus much for BY hauls of feaſling; which, 
by the-way, though generally open at other times of 


the year, throughout the world, 1s ſuppoſed in Chri. 


than countries, now every Where to be univerfally 
hut up. And, in truth, I have been more full in 
my cautions againſt it, not only as reaſon requires, 
but in reverence io this ſeaſon *, wherein our 
church exact a mpre particular forbearance and 
ſelf-denial in this point, and hereby adds to the re- 
ſtraints upon pleaſure and entertainmenis which this 
repreſentation of _ * mee! n _ 
already. . | 

Hanz, then, let us KN alule Hrow!? this- ey 
ſcene; and ſuffer me to take you; with me for a 
moment ie one much titer Fa your meditation. 
Let us go into the houſe of heat nn made ſo by 
ſuch afflictions as have been brought in, merely by | 


* Preached in Lent, 
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the common croſk-acciderits and diſaſters to which 
our condition is expoſed. here, perhaps, the age 
parents fit broken- hearted, pierced to their ſanlꝰ 
with the folly and indiſcretion of a thanklefs child 
che child of their: prayers, in whom all their 


hopes and "expeftartions centered :—perhaps a more 


affecting ſcene—a' virtuous family lying pinched 
with want, where the unfortunate ſupport of it 
having long ſtruggled with a train of misfortunes, 


and bravely fought up againſt them is now piteouſ= 


ly borne down at the laſt—overwhelmed with a 


cruel blow which no forecaſt or frugality could have 


prevented. Gov! ſeok upon his afflictions 
'—— Behold him diſtracted with many forrows, ſur- 
rounded wich 'the tender pledges of his love, and the 
partner of his cares without bread to give them: 
unable, from the nn of better days, to dig 3 
e beg, aſhamed. . 


Wu N we enter into Ahe houſe of moutning ach 


as this, it is impoſſible to inſult the unfortunate win 


an improper look Under whatever levity- and 
diſſipation of heart ſuch objefts catch our eyes, they 

catch likewiſe our attentions, ' colle& and call home 
our ſcatier'd thoughts, and exerciſe them with wiſ- 


dom. A tranſient ſcene of difireſs, ſuch as is here 
lkeiched, how ſoon does it furniſn materials to feg 


the mi ind at work ? how neceſſarily does it engage 


it to the conſideration of the miſeries and misfor- 


tunes, the dangers and calamities to which the life 
of man is ſubjett ? By holding up ſuch a {glaſs be- 
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3⁰ 
fore it, it forces the mind to ſee and refleft upon 
the vanity—the periſb'ng condition and uncertain 


tenure of every thing in this world. From refleQzor 8 
olf this ſerious caſt, how inſenſibly do the though e 
carry us fariher ?—and, from conſidering what 


we are — what kind of pine we live in—and 
what evils befal us in it, how naturally do they ſet 
us to look forwards at what poſſibly we ſhall bei? 
for what kind of world we are intended—what 
evils may befal us there—and what proviſion we 
ſhould make againſt them here, whill we have time 
and opportunity, 

Ix theſe leſſons are fo fads from 58 
houſe of mourning here ſuppoſed we ſhall find 
it a ſtill more inſtrut ive ſchcol of wiſdom, when 
we take a view of the place in that more affeQing 
light to which the wiſe man ſeems to conhue 
it in the text, in which, by the houſe of mourning, 


l believe he means that particular ſcene of ſorrow, 


where there 13 lamentation and mourning for the 
dead. 


Tun in bither, I beſeech you, for a moment. 


Behold a dead man ready to be carried out, the only 
ſon of his mother, and ſhe a widow, Perhaps a 


more affetling ſpectacle—a kind ard indulgent fa- 
ther of a numerous family lies breathleſs ſnatched 


away in the flrength of his age —iorn in an evil 
hour from his children and the boſom of a diſconſo- | 
late wife. 

BzyoLlD much people of the city gathered to- 
. gether 


SERMON II. ot 
gether to mix their tears, wich ſettled ſorrow in 
their looks, going heavily along to the houſe of 
moarning, toi perform chat laſt melancholy offiee, 
which, when the debt of nature is paid, we ate called 
upon to pay to each other. 
I che ſad occaſion which leads him there, has 
not done it already, take notice, to what a ſerious 
and devout frame of mind every man is reduced, 
the moment he eniers this gate of affliction. The 
buſy and fluttering ſpirits, which in the bouſe of mirth 
were wont to tranſport him from one” diverting ob- 
jeQ to another ſee how they are fallen! how 
— they are laid! In this gWomy manſion, 
full of ſhades and uncomfortable damps to ſeize the 
ſaul— ſee, the light: and eaſy heart, which never 
knew what it was to think before, how penſive it 
is now, how ſoft, how ſuſceptible, how full of re- 
ligious impreſhons, how deeply it is ſmitten with 
a ſenſe and with a+ love of virtue. Could we, in 
this criſis, whilſt this empire:of-reaſon and religion 
hls, and the heart is thus exerciſed with wiſdom, 
and bulied wich heavenly: contemplations could 
we ſer it naked as it is ſtripped of its paſſions, 


unſpotiech dy the world, and regardleſs: of its plea- 


ſures e might then ſaſely ceſt our cauſe upon 
this ſingle evidence, and appeal to the moſt ſenſual, 
whether Solomen bas not made a juſt deter mina- 
tion here, in favour of the houſe of mourning ?— 
not for its own fake, but as it is ſtuitful in virtue, 
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32 


and becomes the necalion of ſo much good. With 


out this end, ſorrow ] own tas no uſe but to ſhorien 


a man's days=——nor can gravity, With all its ſtudied 
ſolemnity of look and carriege, ſerve any end but 
to make one half of the world merry, and wmpole 


upon the « ther, 


CoxsiDtr what has been ſaid; and may God 
of his my bleſs you! Amen, 


IEEE — 


SER. 


SER MON III. 


. Philanthropy recommended. 


LUXE-X. $0, 9 
Which now of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was neigh= 
bour unto him that fell among the thieucs ®: 
——And he ſaid, He that ſhewed. mercy on 
him. Then said Fejus unto him o, and 
do thou likewiſe. | | 


N the foregoing verſes of this chapter, the Evan- 

geliſt relates, that a certain lawyer ſtood up and 
tempted JESUS, ſaying Maſter, what ſhall I do to 
inherit eternal life ? To which enquiry our SA- 
VIOUR, as his manner was, when any enſnaring 
queſtion was put to, him, which, he ſaw proceeded 
more from a deſign to entangle him, than an honeſt. 


view of getting information——inſteal of giving a 
direct anſwer, which might afford a handle to ma- 
lice, or at beſt ſerve only to gratify an impertinent 
bumour—he immediately retorts the queſtion upon 
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the man he aſked it, and unavoidably puts him 
upon dhe neceſſuy of anſwering himſelf ; end as, 
in be preſent caſe, the particular profeſſion of the 
enquirer, and his ſuppoſed general knowledge of all 
other branches of learning, left no room 10 ſuſpett 
he could be ignorant of the true anſwer to this que- 


ion, and'eſpeciatly: of what every one knew. was 


delivered upon that head by their great Legiſlator, 
our SA vrUR therefore refers him to his on me- 


mory of what he had found there in the courſe of 


his ſtudies. What is written in the law, how 
readeſt thou ? Upon which the enquirer reciting 
the general beads of our duty to GOD and Max, 


2s delivered in the 48thof Leviticus and the 6th of 


Deute ronomy, — namely That we ſhould worſhip 
the Lord our God with all our hearts, and love 
our neighbour as ourf, lues ; our bleſſed Saviouk 
tells him, he had anſwered right, and if he followed 
that leſſon, he could not fail of che bleſling be | 
ſeemed deſirous to inherit I hrs do, and thou fhalt | 
live. | 
Bur he, as the context tells us, willing to juſtify 
himſelf—willing poſſibly to gain more credit in the 
conference, or hoping perhaps to hear ſuch a partial 
and narrow definition of the pyord nezghbour, a 
would ſuit his own principles, fand juſliſy ſome par. 


_ ticular oppreſſions of his own, or thoſe of which his Þ 


whole order lay under an accuſation lays unto} 
Esus inthe 2gth verſe—And who is my na, „. 


r? Though the demand at firſt ſigbt may ſeem 


utterly} 


"wu 
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utterly trifling, yet was it far from being ſo in fat. 


For according as you underſtood the term in a more 


or leſs reſtrained ſenſe it produced many neceſ- 
ſary variations in the duties you owed from that rela- 
tion, —Qur bleſſed Savious, to rectify any par- 
tial and pernicious miſtake in this matier, and to place 
at once this duty of the love of our neighbour upon 
its true bottom of philanthropy and univerſal kind- 
neſs, makes anſwer tog the propoſed queſtion, not 
by any far-fetched refinement from the ſchools of 
the Rabbies, which might have ſooner ſilenced than 


convinced he man—but by a direct appeal to hu- 


man nature in an inſtance he relates of a man falling 
amongſt thieves, left in the greateſt diſtreſs imagina- 
ble, tall by chance a Samaritan, an utter ſtranger, 
coming where he was, by an att of great goodneſs and 
compaſſion, not; only relieved him at preſeni, but 
took him under his protection, and generouſly ns 
vided for bis ſuture ſafety. 

Ox the cloſe of which engaging account——Our 
SAVIOUR appeals to the man's own heart in the 
firſt verſe of the text Which now of theſe three, 


thinkeft thou, was neighhour unto hum that fell a- 


mong the thieves ? and, inſtead of drawing the in- 
ference himſelf, leaves him to decide in favour of ſa _ 
'ncble a priociple ſo evidently founded in mercy. 
—— The lawyer, ſtruck with the truth and juſtice of 
the doGirine, and frankly acknowledging the force 
of it, our bleſſed Sa viouR concludes the debaie 
wih a ſhort admonition, that he would 
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het he had a pproved—and go, and imitate that 
fait example of — benevolence which it had 


ſet before him. 


I the remaining part of the diſcourſe I ſhall fol 
Jow, the ſame plan; and therefore ſhall beg leave to 
enlatge firſt upon the ſtory itſelf, with ſuch reflec- 
tions as will ariſe from it; and conclude as our S. 
VIOUR has done, wah the fame -exhortation to 
kindneſs and enn _— ſo. ry falls 
from it. | 

A CERTAIN man, 47 our 888 bene 
down from Jeruſalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, who flripped him of his raiment, and depar- 
ted, leaving him half-dead. There is ſomething i in 
our nature which engapes us to take part in every 
accident to which man is ſubje& from what cauſe ſo- 
ever it may have happened: but in ſuch calamities 
as a man has fallen into through mere misfortune, to 
be charged upon no fault or indifcretion of himſelf, 
there is ſomething then ſo truly anferetiing, that at 
firſt ſight we generally make them our own, not al- 
together from a reflection that they might have been, 


or may be ſo, but oftener from a certain generoſity 
and tenderneſs of nature which diſpoſes us for com- 


paſſion, abſtracted from all conſiderations of-ſelf : 
ſo that without any obſervable att of the will, we 
ſuffer with the unfortunate, and feel a weight upon 


our ſpiriis, we know not why, on ſeeing the moſt 


commion inſtances of their diſtreſs. But where the 


ſpedtacle is . tragical, and complicated 


wüh 


Oe, oy ,,w ww ns -. 


SER MON III. by 
with many-circumſtances:of miſery; the-mind-is theni 
taken captivt at once, and were it inclinetꝭ toit, has 
no power to make reſillance, but ſurrenders'/itfelf to 
all the tender emotions of pity and deep concern, 
So that when one conſiders. the friendly part of our 
natute without looking farther, one wonld think it 

impoſfible for a man 16 look upon miſery without 
* himſelt in ſome mealure attached to the inte- 
reſt of him who ſuffers ii I ſay, one would think 
it impolſible or there are ſome tempers—how 
ſhall-1 de ſeribe them? ——formed either of ſuch 
1mpenetrable matter, or wrought up by habnual ſel- 
fiſhneſs to ſuch an uiter inſenſibiliiy of what becomes 
of the fortunes of their fellow-creatures, as if they 
were not partakers of the ſame nature, or had no lot 
or connection at all with the ſpecies. | 

Or this chaxatier, our Sav10UR produces two 
diſgraceful inſtances in the behaviour of a Prieſt and 
a Levite, whom in this account he repreſenis as co- 
ming to the place where the unhappy man was 
boch paſſing by without enher ſtreiching forth a hand 
to alliſt, or uttering a word to en him in his di- 
ſtreſs. 

AnD by chance there came Soo a certain \ Prief ! 
— Merciful God! that a teacher of thy religion 
ſhould ever want humanity —or that a man whoſe 
head might be thought full of the one, ſhould have 
a heart void of the other — | his however was the 


N caſe before us. and though in theory one would 


ſcarce ſuſpett that the leaſt pretence to religion, and 
1 an. 
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an open diſregard to; ſo main a part of it, could ever 
meet together in one Fe 4 1 fad it 18; no 
ſictitious character. 85 
Loox into ee eee b i 500. ben 
hold a ſordid wretch, whoſe ſtrait heart is uppen to nd 
man's affliction, king ſhelter behind an appearance: 
of piety, and putting: on the garb of religion Which 
none but the mercifet and compalſionate have aide i 
to wear. Take notice with what ſandlity he goes tio Un 
che end of his days in the ſame ſelfiſh track in which Ne 
he at: firſt ſet oui —Hiurning neither io the right Wa 
hand nor to the lefi—but plods on — pores all bis Nc 
liſe long upon the ground, as if afraid to look up, 
lell peradventure he ſhould ſee aught which might 
turn him one moment out of that ſtrait line where 
imereſt is carrying him ;+orlifpby chance, he um- 
bles upon 2 hapleſs objet f diſtreſs, which: threa- 
ien ſuch a diſaſter io him Aike the man here repte- 
ſented,-devoutly paſling by on ihe other fide, a8 if 
unwilliog:toarofi bimſelf to the ĩmpreſſions of nature, 
ot hazard the: inconveniences: "which pity might lead 
him into upon the: occaſions nn) 9/51 * dw 18 21 
Tus is but one Htcke wamarly in this Dune 
an uumercitul man to render the character uitetly o · 
dious f and that our Saviour, gives livin he follows: 
ing inſtlance he rehates upon iv. end hkewiſe, Jays 
be, A Levite aum he aus ut hep ec And 
looked; at Aiming diners nο +traizhent.overbghty1 the 
haſly ociiſb ad viſed: neglect of fan uneonſidering hu- 
mour, wuh wich che beſl dilpoſed are ſometimes. o- 


vertaken 


. TI —— - 


mes 0- 
taken 
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veruken, and led on beyond the point where other- 


39 


wiſe ihey would-have-wiſhed to top No ln 


the contrary, it had all the aggravation of a debbeit 


rate at of inſenſibility proceeding-from a hardcheart, 
When he was at the place, he came and looked 
at him, — conſidered his misfortunes, gave time 
for reaſon and nature io have awoke ſaw e the 
imminent danger he was in — and the 


neceſſity of immediate help, which ſo violent a caſe! 


called aloud for; and aſter all turned aſide, 
and unmercifully left him to all the dillreſſes of his 
condition: asg 
Ix all . zchons he _ of men. pay 
this compliment at leaſt to humanity, as to endeavour 
to wear as much of the appearance: of it, as the caſe 
will well let them; ſo that in the hardeit afts a man 
ſhalt be guilty of, he has ſome motives, true or falſe, 
always ready to offer, either to ſatisfy himſelf or dhe 
orld, and, God knows, 100 often io impoſe both 
pon che one and ie other. And- aherefore it 
ould: be no hard matter here to give a probable 
zue ſs at what paſſed in the Levite's 3 in the 
preſent caſe, and ſhew, was it neceſſary, by what 
ind of vaſuiſtry he ſettled the matter with his con- 
cience ag he paſſed by, and guarded all the paſſages 
d his heart Aer the inroads which pity might at- 
mpt to make upon the occaſion, —But it is painful 


o dwell en this diſagreeable part of the tory 3 


therefore haſten to the concluding incident of it, 


hich · is ſo amiable, that one cannot eaſily be too 
copious 
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came where he wens and when he faw him he had 


to remind you chat the Jews had no dealings with 


| elan after this what hopes ? © What exper: 
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copiom in reflections upon it. And dehold, ſays 
our Savio, a certain Samaritan as he journeyed 


compaſſion on dium und went to tm bound up 


his wounds, 3 in oil and wine - ſer him upon 
his own deal, ht him to an ibn, and took care 
of him. I fappoſe, i it will be ſcarce neceſſary here W* 


the Samaritans.— An old” religions e. the 
worſt of all grudges had wrought” fich-a=difftike be. 
tween both people, chat they held themſelves mutu- 
ally diſcharged not only from all offices of friend. 
ſhip and kindneſs, but even flom the mdſt common 
acts of courteſy and good manners, This operated 
fo ſtrongly in our Sav 16 tx nme, that the womalf 
'of Sarfiatia ſeemed sſtoniſhed that he, being 6 Je. 
mould aſt Water of her who. wis a -Samavititi 3 fo 
that with ſuch a Hon, © -however-diftrefsful 
the eaſe of the oiffortunate man was, and how rea: 
ſonably ſoever he might plead for pity from anothef 
man, there was little aid or conſolation to be looked 
for from ſo unptomiſing a quarter. 1 RN afier 
hade been twice aged yr eglelled ty men of 
en my on ration and religion,” bound by- . met 
a0 ties to aſſrſl me, left herd friendleſe and umpitie 
both by a Prieſt and à Levite, men whole” _ 
feſſion and ſuperior advantageror knowledge could! 
« nib leave them in the dark in what" manger ” they] 
«ſhould diſcharge this debt which my» ce 


* D 


tation 
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gays I © tations from is paſſenger, not only a Niranger,— 
yed I © but .a Samaritan, releaſed from all obligations to 
hat © me, add by a national diſlike inflamed by mutual 
| up ill offices, now made my enemy, and more likely 
upon . to rejoice at the evils which have fallen upon 
are me, than to eh forth a n to ſave me from 
here them!“ 
with 'Trs no amend foliloquy to imagine; but the 
the actions of generous-and compaſſionate tempers baffle 
e be: ill little reafonings about them. True charity, in 
nutu-Nihe Apollle's deſcription, a5 it is kind, and is not 
aſily provoked, ſo it manifeſted this charakter here 3 


for we find when he came where: he was, and 
erated eld bis. difireſs, —all the unfriendly paſſions, 
— ed at another time might have roſe within him, 
+ Jew, o uncrly. forſapk, him and ied: when he faw his 
1 — 80 — forgot his enmuy towards the 


J all che prejudice: which educatian 
d — — him, and in the e — 
other ll that was good a | | 


| an hs i monte to dy f 
dden, ihat Ike a of. me vhich obey 
e ouch - the abjefts which are fitted (0-excue ſuch 


1 afier] 
men 01 
8 man 


itil nprelhoms work 40 inſlantaneous an-effeR, that yu 
He” pro ould think the will was ſcarce concerned, / and that . 
ge collie mind s, altogether aer 


hich her on goodneſs has excited. , 'Dhearuth 1s 
the ſoul is generally in ſach,.cafes ſo'bukily - 
ken up, and wholly engroſſcd by be objeft of pix, 


that 
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that ſhe does not attend to her own, operations, or 


take leiſure to examine the principles upon which 
ſhe als. So that the Samaritan, though the mo- 
ment he ſaw him he had compaſſion on him, yet. 
ſudden as the emotion is repreſented, you are not 
to imagine that it was mechanical, but that there 


which operated within him, and influenced not only 
the ficlt .impulſe of kindneſs, but the continuation 
of it throughout the reſt of ſo engaging a behaviour 
And becauſe it is a pleaſure to look into a good 
mind, and trace out as far as one is able, what paſſe . 
within i it on ſuch occafions, I ſhall beg leave for af 
moment to ſtate an account of wWwhat was, likely 
to paſs in his, and in what manner, ſo diſtreſsful 
A caſe would. neceſſarily work upon ſuch a Are 
ion. 

As be approached the placs 2 a Rar 
nate man lay, the inſtant he bcheld him, no doubt 
ſome ſuch train refleclions as this would riſe in hi 
mind. God God ! what a ſpettacle of miſen 

4 do I behold! —a man ſtripped of his raimen 


4% wounded—lying languiſhing before me upon 


44 fort of a friend to ſuppott him in his ſaſt agonieÞ- 
& or the proſpett of a band to cloſe his eyes w 
& his pains are over, But perhaps. my- conce 
& ſhould leſſen, when J refle& on the relations 1 
& which we ſtand to each other—that he is a Jen 
& and I a Samaritan,—But are we not ſtill bol 
men 


\ 
| 
& ground, juſt ready to expire, —without the cou i 
{ 
c 


| SERMON Hl. 
„ Or men; partakers of the ſame nature—and ſabjeR 
;bick “ to the fame evils? Let me change conditions 
m-“ with him for a moment, and conſider, had his lot 
yo, © befallen me as 1 [journeyed in the way, what 
e nol meaſure 1 ſhould | have expefted at his Hand. 
hen ] — —— Should 1 wiſh, when he beheld me 
>dnchF* wourided and half-dead, that he ſhould ſhut up his 
t only ME bowels of eompaſſion from me, and” double tie 
nation“ weight of my miſeries by paſung by and leaving 
v10un Ws them unpitied P-—But tam a ſtranger to the man; 


golf, be it fo but I'am"no' ſtranger to his condi- 
paſſeſ tion mis fortunes are of no particular tribe or 
e for i nation, but belong to us all; and have a general 
likeh claim upon us, without diſtinction of climate, 
treſsfußß country, or teligion. Beſides, though I am a 
diſpoß ſtranger is no fault of his that 1 do not "know 


him, and therefore unequitable he ſhould ſuffer by 
mfortu it :— Had Fknown” him, poſſibly I Thould” have 
) doubt had cauſe'ts love and pity him the more — FOr 
ſe in hi aughi I know, ne is ſome one of uncommon merit, 
whoſe life is rendered ſtill more precious, as the 
men" lives and happineſs: of others may be involved in 
non Mit: perhaps at this inſtant that he lies here forfakea, 
he cou in all this miſery à whole virtudus family is 67 
 agonies fully looking for his return, and affectionately 


es v counting the hours of his delay. On! did chey 
conce ii know] What evil hach befallen him ho would 
lations they: fly te ſuccour him! Let me then haften 
a Je ſuppiy theſe tender offices of binding up his 
fill bo wounds, and carrying him to a place of ſafety 
4 men TEE 
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“ or, if that aſſiſtance comes too late, I ſhall comfort F*? 
„him at leaft in his laſt hour — and, if I can do Pn 
„ nothing. elſe, —I ſhall ſoften his misfortunes aid 
6 dropping a tear of pity over them,” 

'Tis almoſt neceſſary to imagine the 
Samaritan was influenced by ſome ſuch choughts as 
theſe, from the uncommon generolity of his behiviour 
which is repreſented by our Saviour operating 
like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed wich the 
affectionate diſcretion and care of a patent, who was 
not ſatisfied with taking him under his protection, 
and ſupplying his preſent wants, but in looking 
forwards for him, and taking care that his wants 
ſhou'd be ſupplied when he {ſhould be gone, and no Nu 
longer near to befriend him, 

I THINK there needs no ſtronger argument to 1 
prove how univerſally and deeply the feeds of this 1 
virtue of compaſſion are planted i in the heart of man, WY: 
than in the pleaſure we take in ſuch repreſentations { 
of it; and though lome men bave reprefemed hu-W'< 
man nature in othec colours ( though two what end I u. 
know nai), yet the matter of fact is ſo ſtrong againſt 
them, that from the general propenlity to pity the 
unfortunate, we expreſs that on by the word 
aumanity, as if it was inſeparable from out natures 
That it is not inf: parable, 1 have allowed in hel 
former part of this ditcourte, from ſome reproachful 1 
inſtances of {cl{iſh tempers, which ſeem to take part} 
in nothing bey ond themſelves; yet l am perſuaded, 
aud affirm 'tis ſtill fo great and noble a part of ou“ 

natute 


and ſuffer many a | 
brought himſelf to a different difpoſition. re 
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ature, chat a man muſt do great violence to himſelf, 


painful conflict, before he has 


»Tis obſervable in the fore going account, that 


hen the prieſt came to the place where he was; he 
aſſed by on the other ſide — He might have paſſed 
y, you'll ſay, without turning aſide. No, there 


a ſecret ſhame which attends every act of inhuma- 


ty, not io be conquered in the hardeſt natures 3 
> that, as in other taſes ſo eſpecially in this, many a 


tion, an will do a ciuel att, who at the ſame time will: 
king luſh to look you in the face and is forced te turn 
ants ide before he can have a heart io execute his 
d no Mur poſe. 3 
IN cos is TEN creature that man is! who at that 

at 40 FW'Vant that he does what is wrong, is not able to, 
£ chis ithold his feſlimony to what is good and praiſe wor- 
man, . N Fs | EY 
ation MW | 14vz now done with the parable, which was 
d hu- e liel part propoſed to be corlidered in this dif< 
end Ile; and ſhould proceed to the fecond, which ſo 
aint aturally talls from it, of extioriing you, as our 
y wneſÞe 0k did the lawyer uon it, to go and do jo 
wotdſ lee but I beve been fo copious in my reflec- 
ature upon the ſtory itſelf that 1 find I have infenſie 
in che) incorporated into them almoſi all that L. ſhould 
,acbfolÞv< {aid here in recommending ſo amiable an ex- 
ke pal j ple ; by which means 1 have unawares anticipated 
uadedie afk 1 propoſed. I {hall therefore detain you 


of oufffle ouger thau with a lingle remark upon the ſubjett 
ature | oo ann 
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in general, which is this : Tis obſervable in many 
places of ſcripture, that our bleſſed Savio uu in de- 
ſcribing the day of judgment, does it in ſuch a manner 
as if the great enquiry then, was io relate principally 
to this one virtue of compaſſion—and as if our final (en. 
tenceat that ſolemnity was to be pronounced exałtly ac- 
cording tothe degrees of it. © I was a hungered, and ye 
e gave me meat, —thirſty, and ye gave me drink— 
& naked, and ye clothed mel was ſick, and ye vi. 
e fited me—in priſon, and ye came unto me,” 
Not that we are to imagine from thence, as if any 
other good or evil action ſhould then be overlooked 
by the eye of the All-ſeeing Judge, but barely to 
intimate to us, that 4 chatitable and benevolent dil- 
poſitien is ſo principal and ruliny cot a man!“ 
character, az to be a cohſiderahe , I ziſelt, of 
i which 


all other virtues and | vices eſpetligeh riſe and 
fall, and will almoſt} neceſſaril be connetted, — 
Teil me therefore of a compaſſionate man, you re- 
| Preſent to me a man of a thouſand good qualities on 
whom 1 can depend—whom 1 may ſafely trull} 
with my wife—my children, my fortune and repu- 
tation—' Tis for this as the Apoſtle argues from the 
ſame principle —* that he will not commit adultery— 


T y 


the whole frame and tempeg gf his m: : 


- 2 
* 


& (hat he will not kill— that he will not bear fall 

&« witneſs.” That is, the ſorrows which are llirred vp! 

in men's hearts by ſuch treſpalles, are fo tender), 

felt by a compallionate, man, that it is not in by 

power or his nature to commu them, | 
1 | 
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many So chat well might he conclude, that charit b 
in de- _ — your neighbour, was 1 _ 4 
anner ot. comm ent, and. thay whoſoe fulfi! 
ipally t, had fulfilled the law, -_ © Fo e . bay on 85 
al ſen. Ncw io God Sc. Amen. 
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1 2 SAMUEL. X11. 7. 1ſt. part.. 
1 And Nathan ſaid unto David, Thou art the man. 
iT. 
+ 


; 1 HERE is no hiſlorical paſſage in ſcripture 


4 | f 22 i | 
TI? hich gives a more remarkable inſtance of the 
10 deceitfulneſs of the heart of man to ufelf, and of how 


li liule we truly know of ourſelves, than this; wherein 
Jt David is convicted out of his own mouth, and is led by 


; ih fl the prophet, to condemn and pronounce, a ſevere judg- 
114 - ment upon another for an act of injuſtice, which he 


il EH, 
#4 9 had paſſed over in himſelf, and poſſibly, recongiled o 

1 his own conſcience. Lo know one's ſelf, oe would 
5 think, could be no yery difficult leſſon; for who, 
pou'll ſay, can weil be truly ignorant. of himſelf 
1. and the true diſpoſition of his own heart? If 
1 man thinks at all he cannot be a ſtranger to what 
He! paſſes there he muſt be conſcious of his own 


1 thoughis and deſires, he muſt remember his pal 
. purſuits and the true ſprings and motives 19 in} 
Hi general have direkled the aftions of his life: be} 
1 may hang out falſe colours. and deceive the world, 


but how can a man deceive himſelf ? That a man} 
Can——is evident, becauſe he daily does ſo.— 
| | Sc. 
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Scripture tells us, and gives us many hiſtorical proofs 
of it beſides this to which the text refers That 
the heart of man is treacherous to itſelf and decertful 
above all things';” and experience and every hour's 
commerce with the world confirms the truth of this 
ſeeming paradox, That though man is the only 
creature endowed with reflection and conſequently 
qualified to know the moſt of himſelf, - yet ſo it hap- 
pens, that he generally knows thegleall—and, with all 
the power which God has given him of turning his 
eyes inward upon himſelf; and taking notice of the 
chain of his own thoughts and defires—yet, in fact, 
is generally ſo inattentive, but always ſo partial an 
obſerver of what paſſes, that he is as much, nay of- 
ten, a much greater ſlranger to his own diſpoſition, 
and true 'charaRter than all the world beſides,” 

By what means he is brought under fo manifeſt a 


deluſion; and how he ſuffers himſelf to be ſo grofsly 
impoſed upon, in a point 'which he is capable of 


knowing ſo much betiet than others, is not hard to 
give an account of; nor need we ſeek farther for it, 
than amongſt the cauſes which are every day pervert- 
ing his reaſon, and miſleading them. We are decei- 
ved in judging of ourſelves, juſt as we are in judging. 
of other things when our paſſions and inclinations are 
called in as counſellors; and we ſuffer ourſelves to 
ſee and reaſon juſt fo far and no farther than they give 
us leave, How hard do we find it to paſs an equit- 
able and ſound judgment in a matter where our inte- 
ieft is deeply concerned !—and even where there is 
| | 2 | the 
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60 8 E RM O N 1 0 
the remoteſt conhideration of ſelf, connected with the 
poin before us, what a ſtradge bias does it hang upon 
om minds, and how officult, is it to diſengage our 
judgments entirely from it 1 with what relu{tance 
are we brought to think evil of a friend whom we 
have long loved and elleemed ! and though there 
happen to be ſtrong appearances againſt him, how | 
apt are we to overlcok or put iavourable cons | 
ftruQtions upon them, and even ſometimes, when our 
zeal and friendſhip irapſport us, to aſſign, the beſt and 
kindeil motives tor tae worſt and mo unjutibahle 
parts of his conduct! 

Wr are {till worſe. caſuifts, and the deceit is 
proportionably firanger with a man, when be is go 
ing to judge of himſelf—that deareſt of all parties, 
wa clolely connefted with hime—ſo much and ſo 
long beloved If whom he has ſo early con- 
ceived the higheſt opinion and eſteem, and with 
whole merit he has all along no doubt, found ſo much 

I is not an eaſy matter io 
be ſevere. where there is {ſuch an impulle to be | 
Kind, or © efface at once all the tender impreſſions 
in favour of ſo old a friend, which diſabled us from 
thinking of him as he is, and ſeeing him in the light, 
may be, in which every one elſe ſees him, 

So that however eaſy this knowledge of one's 
ſelf may appear at firft ſight, it is otherwiſe when 
we come io examine; ſince nat only in prattice, 1 
but even in ſpeculation and theory, we find it one 


of ; 
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*of the hardeſt and moſt painful leſſons. Some of 
the earlieſt inſtructors of mankind, no doubt, found 
it {0607 inc for that reaſon, ſoon ſaw the neceſſity 
of Taying ſuch a ſtreſs upon this great precept of 
ſelf-knowledge, which, for us excellent wiſdom 
and uſefulneſs, many of them ſuppoſed to be a di- 
vine direction; that it came down from Heaven, 
and cimprehended the whole circle both of the 
knowledge and the duty of man. And indeed 
their zeal might eaſily be allowed in fo high an 
encomium upon the attainment of a virtue, the want 
of which fo often baffled their inſtruftions, and ten- 
en u dered theit endeavours of reforming the heart vain 
go WW and uſeleſs. For who could think of a reforma- 
ries, tion of the faults within him, who knew not where 
d ſo they lay, or could 'fet about correcting, till he had 
con- firſt come to a ſenſe of the defects which te- 
üb qairedl ie: . 
much BvT this was a point always much eaſier recom- 
ter to mended by public inſtructors, than ſhown how 

io be to be put in practice: and therefore others, who 
thons ¶ equally fought the reformation of mankind, ob- 
from i ſerving, that this dire road which led to it was 
light, (© guarded-on all fides by ſelf- love, and conſequently 
very difficult to open acceſs, ſoon found out that a 
different and more artful courſe was requiſite : as 
bey had not ſtrength to remove this flattering paſ- 
attice, Whon which flood in their way, and blocked up all 
it one Wie paſſages to the heart, they endeavoured by ſtra- 
of gem to get beyend it, and by a ſkilful addreſs, if 
| Cg pollible 
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poſſibie, to deceive it,” This gave riſe to the ear 
Jy manner of conveying their inſtruttions in parabſes, 
fables, and ſuch ſoft of inditett applications, which, 
though they conld. not conquer this principle of ſelt. 

love, yet often laid i ir afleep, or at leaf} over reached 


it for a few moments, w_ a juſt Judgmene could 


be procured. 


uE pr ophet Nath Gene to have been 2 


great maſſer i this way of add te. David had 
greatly diſplesſed Gop' by two grievous fins which 


he had commi ted, and the prophet's commiſſion was, | 
10 go and bring dim to a conviton of them, and | 


toveh his heart with a ſenſe of quilt for what he had 
done againſt the honour and tife of Uriah. 


Tus holy man knew, that was it any one's caſe | 
tut David's own, no man woifd'have been ſo quick. þ 


Iignted un diſcerning the "nature of the injury, — 
more ready to have redreſſed it, or who would have 


feli more compaſſion for the pany. as had ſuffered | 


it, than, he himſelf. 
INSSTEAD therefore of declaring hs al inten- 


tion of his errand, by a direct accuſation and re. 
roof for the crimes he had committed: he comes | 
10 him with a fiftitious complaint of a criret att of 
irjuſtice done by another; and accordingly he frames 
gy ſuppoſed 

would awaken his ſuſpicion, and prevent a patient 
and candid hearing, and yet not io void of reſem- } 
blance in the main circumſtances, as to fail of ſtriking f 


a caſe, not ſo parallel to David's as 


him when w in a proper gh, 


Anv 


poſed 
atient 3 
eſem- 


king ; 
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Ap Nathan came and ſaid unto. him, © There 
ct were-two men in one city, the one rich and the 
«other e rich man had exceeding many 
«flocks and herds, but the por man had nothing 
ava one little ewe lamb which he had bought and 
ee nouriſhed up———and n grew up tagecher with 
tc him and with his children — t did eat of his 
& own meat, and drink of his own cup, and lay in 
« his botam, and was unto him as a daughter and 
ce there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he 


ſpared to take of his own flock, and of his own 


« herd to dreſs for the wayfaring man that was 
% come unto him, but took the peor man's lamb 
and dreſſed it for the man that was come unto 


| « him,” EPS | 


Tas caſe was drawn up with great judgment 
and beauty. the ſeveral minute crrcumſtances 
which heightened the ipjury truly affecting. 
and fo ſtrongly urged, that it would have been m- 
poſſible for any man with a previous ſenſe of guilt 
upon his mind, to have defended himſelf from ſome 
degree of remorſe, which it mult naturally have 
excited, 8 ES 
Tus Rory, though it ſpoke only of the injuſtice 
and oppreſſive att of another man—yet it pointed to 
what he had lately done himſelf, with all the cir- 
eumſtances of its aggravation ;—and wuhal, the whole 
was ſo tenderly addreſſed to the heart and paſſions, 


as to kindle at once che Utmoſt horror and indigna- 


: tion. And ſo it did, but not againſt the proper 
ND | 


perſon, | 
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54 _ SE RM ON IV. 
perſon. In his tranſport he forgot. himſelf ;—<hi 
anger greatly kindled againſi the man, — and he ſaid 
unto. Nathan, As the Lond lveth, the man that 
& hath done this thing ſhall ſurely die, and: he ſhall 
i reſtore the lamb fourfold, becaule he did this thing, 
e and becauſe he had no pity.” 
I can ſcarce be doubted: here, but that David! 
anger was real, and that he was what he appeared 
10 be, greatly provoked and exaſperated againſt the 
offender : and, indeed, his ſentence againſt. him 
proves he was ſo above meaſure. For to puniſh} 
the man with death, and oblige him to-reflore four. 
fold belides, was highly unequitable, and not only 
diſproportioned io the ;oftence, but far above the ut« 
moll rigour and ſeverity of the law, which allowed 
a much ſofter atonement, requiring, in-ſuch.a. caſe, | 
no more than an, ample reſlitulion and recompence in 
kind. The judgment, however, ſcems to have 
been truly ſincete and, well- meant, and beſpoke 
rather the honeſt; raſhneſs of. an unſuſpicious judge, 
than the cool determination of a conſcious and guilty | 
man, who knew he was gaing io paſs ſentence upon 
Erakx notice of- his particular, becauſe it places 
this in ſlance of-iſeif-decert, which is the ſubject-of 
the diſcourſe, in the ſlrongeſt light, and fully de- 
menſtrates the truth of a fakt in this great man, | 
which happens every day among ourſelves, namely, 
that a man may be. guilty of very bad and diſhoneſt | 
actions, and yet reflect fo ule, or fo pariially, * 1 
oh | Wnat 
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what he has done, 5 to keep his conſcience free, 
not only from guiſe,” but even the remoteſt fuſpicions, 
he is the man which in truth he is, and what the 
dr ah evidence of his liſe demonſtrate.” If we 
look <ne the world David's is no uncommon caſe: 
Ae ſec ſome one ot other perpetually copying 
this bad original, ſitt ing in r bimſelf, 
bearing his own eauſe, and not-knowng what he 
Wis doing; hafly in paſſing ſemtence, and even exe- 
uting it 100 wich Wrath upon ihe perſon of another, 
ben, in the langusge of the prophet, one m. gh. lay 
to Nu witivjuſtice, © Thou ert the man | 
Or the many tevengeful, covetous, falſe, and 
il natured perſons which we compiain of in the 
world, though we all join in the cry againſt them, 
Wit man amongſt us fingles out himſelf ava criminal, 
in Nor ever once takes it into his head, that he adds to 
the number Poor where is there à man fo bad, wha 
would not think it the hardeſt and moſt unfair im- 
putation, to have any of gs ee vices lad | 
to his charge? | 
Ir he has the ſy 


never fo ireng upon TR | 

- Wwhich he would pronounce infallible in another, 
Whey are indications of no fuch malady in himſelf 

Ie ſces, what no one elſe ſees, ſome ſeeret 

and flattering circumſtances i in his ene; which na 

doubt make a wide difference betwixt his caſe, and 

party's which he condemns, 
Wuar ocher man ſpeaks fo often end vehement« 
ly againſt the vice of pride, ſets the weakneſs of it 


. 
. 


86 SERMON N 
in a more odious light, or is more hurt with it in 
another, than the proud man himfelf F It is the ſame 
withthe:paſſionaze the: deſigning; the ambitious, and 
fanie; other common 'charafters-in life; and being 
conſequence of: ihe nature of ſuch vices, and almoſt 
inſepatable from them, the effetts of it are generally 
ſo groſs and abſurd, that where pity does not forbid, 
it is pleaſant to obſerve and trace the oheat through the 
ſexerabturnings and windings of the heart; and detecti 
through all the ſhapes and appearances vhich it puts on, 
- Next to theſe inſtances of felf-deceit, and utiet 
ig norance of our irue diſpoſition and charater, 
which appear in not ſeeing that in ourſelves which 
ſhocks us in another man; there is another ſpecie| 
flill more dangerous and deluſive, and which the} 
more guarded perpetually fall into from the judgment] 
they make of different vices, according to their ag 
and complexion, and the various ebbs and flows of! 
their paſhons and defires, , 5 
Io conceive chis, let any man look into his ou 
heart, and obſerve in how different a degree of de. 
teltation numbers of attions ſtand there, though 
equaliy bad and vicious in themſelves : he will ſoon 
find, that ſuch of them as ſtrong inclination or culion] 
has prompted him to commit, are generally dreſſei 
out, and painted with all the falſe beauties which: 
ſoft and flattering hand can give them; and that} 
the others, to which he feels no propenſity, appea 
at once naked and deformed, ſurrounded with al 
the true citcumſtances of their folly and diſhonourf 


Wu 


8 ERM ON IV. 57 


n it in Wu David. ſurpriſed Saul ſleeping in the 
> ſame me and cut off the ef his e rend, his 
8, and t ſmote him for what, he had done :—ftrange, it 
ing 4 3 not in this matter of Uriah, where it had 
al mol o much flronger reaſon to take the Aab N whole 


nerallyſhycar had almolt pe ſſed fromybe firſt commiſſion of 
forbid, bis injuſtice, to the, time the prophet was ſent to 
gh the eprove him; and we read not once of any remorſe 
letectu or compundlion of heart for what he had done: and 


zUTLS on. 


t is not to be doubted, had the ſame prophet met 


d utiet him when he was returning up out of the cave. 
zraQter, Wand told him, that, ſcrupulous: and conſcientious as 
v whichhe then ſeemed and thought himſelf to be, he Was 
ſpeciedeceiving himſelf and was capable of committing 


ich the 
gme nu 


ieir age 
ows oft 


the fouleſt and moſt: diſhonourable actions; that 
he ſhould one: day murder a faithful and 2 valiant 
vant, whom he | ought in | juſtice) to have loved 
and hdhaured that he fhould without pity firft 
| wound him in the tendereſt part, by waking; away 
his ownWhis deareſt: peſſeſſion, —and then unmereifully and 
of de. ¶ ueacherouſly rob him of his life lad Nathan 
thougi in a prophetic ſpirit. foretold to David that be was 
il ſoon capable of this, and that he ſhould one day 
culton i actually do it, and from no other motive but 
dreſſeiſſſ the momentary. graliſication of a baſe and un orthy 
which i paſſioa, he would have reccived che predittion with 
and tha horror, and ſaid paſſibly with Hazael upon juli ſuch 
, appea'W another oceaſion, aud with the ſame ignorance of 
with : all} kimlelf, . lat b 1 1 e n that he 


honour, | fou 7 
W az | 
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8 sSENNMON AV. : 
el. 


ſhould do this great thing ? And yet in all; 
bocd, at that very ume: ore wanted nothing but (he 
tame degree of ſempution, and the fame... oppor; 
cunity, 10 induce him 10 the. fig, which afterward 
overcame. him. 
| Tuvs the caſe. lands wh. un ill, Wben ile 
* ate warmed. and the fig. which, preſenu 
e tallies to the deſire, |, abſerve, how 
impeiuo ully, a man will ruſh imo, it, and, att againſ 
ples. of. hanour, juſtice, and MNEICy — 
to him the momert: after dpon che naiure, of 
* vice io which he is. nat addicted, and from 
which perhaps his age. his temper, or ragk in life 
ſecure him; take nouce, how, well.he. reaſons, — 
with hat equity he determines, ru het an hon eſt 


indignation and ſharpneſs he exprelſes againſt 1% 


and how inſenſibly his anger kindles n 25 man 


who haih done this thing, Pan 461 6:1 HE 
Tuvs. we Are nice in grains and tene be 
knaves in matters of a pound {weight 3, every day 


liraining. at gnais, y et iwallowang, camels t—mi{cr- 
ably cheating vuslelves, ayd torturing, our zeefon, 1 100 
bring us in ſach a repott of the lin as ſuits the. Los 


ſent appenie and inclination. 


Most of. us are aware of, 54 33 to de- 


tefi, the barefaced inllances of that by pocriſy by 
which men deceive others; but few of us are upon 


our guard io {ee that inore faial hypocriſy by * hich 
we deceive atid-over-reach our own hearts, It ; 
a Laucring and da: getuus dite which has undone 

thouſands | 


SE = 
— a 


SERMON IV. 69 


eli thouſands ve bring the ſeeds of it along with us 


«le wie the. world, —they inſenſibiy grow up wih us 
pot from our ehildh od, they lie long concealed and 
var N undiſturbed. and have generally. got ſuef deep root in 


aur natures by the time we are come to years of un- 
derſtanding and reflection, that it requires all 
we have got to defend ourſelves from their effects. 
To make. the caſe ſtill worſe on aur Tides, tis. 
with this as. with every grievous diftemper of the. 
body,—the remedies. are dangerous aud  deubiful, 
in proportion. to our miſtakes and ignorance of the 
auſe: for. in the inſtances of ſelf-deceit, though the 
head is fick, and the, whole heart faint, the patient 
ſeldom krows what he ails: of all the things we know 
and learn, this negeſſary knowledge, comes to us 
be laſt. 8 5 
Urox what prineiple it happens thus, I have 


n the 
feny 
| how 
zainſt. 


re of 
from 
n life 
01 ell | 


man : 

{ - "FWndeavoured to lay open in the firſt part of this diſ- 
but Wourſe ; which 1 conclude with a ſerious exhorta-. 
y Cay ion to ſtruggle againſt them: which we can only hope 


mer 
n, 10 
pte. 

Pie 


o de- 1 


y by 


o do, by converling more and oftener with ourſelves, , 
han the buſineſs and diverlions of the world generally 
we us leave. . 
Ws have a chain of thoughts, deſires, engage - 
ents and idleneſſes, which perpetuaily return upon 
s in theit proper time and order—let us, I beſeech 
upon 1 oa, aſh zn and fer apart ſome ſmall portion of the 
which y tor this purpoſe, —of retiring into ourſelyes, 
It 8 d ſearching into the dark corners and receſſes of 


done e heart, and taking notice of what is palling there. 
ſends Vor, v. | 2 | 1E. 


= SERMON IV. 


If a man can bring himſelf te do this taſk with 
curious and impartial eye, he will quickly find the 
fruits of it will more than recompenſe his time and 
labour. He will fee ſeveral irregularities and un 
ſuſpekted paſſions within him which he never wa 
aware of :—he will diſcover, in his progreſs, many 
ſecret turnings and windings in his heart to which 
he was a ſtranger, which now gradually open and 
diſcloſe themſelves is him upon a nearer view: i 
theſe labyrinths he will trace out ſuch hidden ſpring 
and motives for many of his moſt applauded attio 

as will make him rather botry and aſhamed * hin 

gel, than proud. 

| * a word, %s will Wees <a errors, and 
then ſee the necelluy, with David, ef imploring 
God to cleanſe him from his ſecret faults, —and 
with ſome hope and confidence to fay, with th 
great man after his conviction—® Try me, O God, 
and ſeek the ground of my heart, prove me, 
ce and examine my thoughts, —look well if there be 
& any way of wickedneſs in me, and lead me in the 
7 way everlaſting.” 


— to God the Father, &c. .. 
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here be 
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THE VERY, "DEYER END 
RICHARD OSBALDISTON, P, P. 
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5 OD] / 3117 518 (184; LT; 163 2285 37 | 
„„ DEAR OF YORK. , 
£2 EXD} Die £109 48991 BN 10 
8 1, | 
]J HAVE tz his Diſceurſe to 


you, in te ſt1mony « of the great reſpe& which I owe to 
your character in general; and from a ſenſe of what ig 
due to it in Particd har ware wem. S of the Church 
of . 


en vo, ' yp + eg ay \ 
- I 3 


2; T wisn: 1 Ia enn A div We: Joly wan, webich 
| has given me the opportunity. of, making, 40 public and 
juſt an ac knowledgment; being afl aid there can be little 
left to be ſ#jd upon the ſubję Cher ch haz 
not been Seer? TFT we: 9 0 We e by 
many Who have gone before: and indeed fit ſr ems fy 
beaten and common! a path. that Ius not an. caiy ratet 
for a new. comet to diſtigę uiſn himſeli in it, by 33y-thivg 
129 the novelty 7 75 
Ire, however, Sit, yout k iad Wtephrs of it, ard 
ef the motives which have induced me io addreſs it 
you; ene of which I cannot cone gal in quſtice fo myſell 
becauſe it has proceeded jrom. the enſe of many, Ze 
and Kae & hich Ii have receiyed from 11 1 am, 


-REVEREND SIR, - zD16W91 76 2931540 
"IT maſt obliged, and 9 
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"The Fase of Elij ah and the Widow. 


of Zarophach considered. 
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ad the barrel of meal waſted not, neither did the 
criſe of oil, fail, according $0 the tobri of my 
"Lord which he pale by the ce ee 

1 WY 'of the text are” the, record. o 
0 A 1 225 ele ro te behalf, of. the Widow: . 
crattet ¶ Zarephath ,owho had charitably - taken E. jah undet 
y higher” rf. (nd adminiſtered unto big ita "time 6f 


A2 


which 


lic and 
ze Iittle 


ich hay 


eat fearcity and diſtreſs.” There is omething veiy 
it, nd RP reſtigg and altectionatę i in the manner this gory 
efs it related in holy writ 3: and-as it concludes: with's 


 mylei, 
fa vong 
am, 


fecond ſtul more temarkable prooÞ of Ges fa. 
foilt do the” Lame be etlon, f mth *feftorition Uk ß of 
lead” ſon 10 life, One can it Bit” conſider bot 

iracles as 10 of that -«tt zol piety, wrought 
dy infinite power, and left upon cecord in ſcripture, 
ot merely as teſlinjonies of the prophet's divine 
niſſion, but likewiſe as two encolraging inllances of 


T1AAITe DF* IAN G05 
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c 
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1222 


an enraged enemy : and in obedience to the com- 


pulſe the rabens brought him bb and All f in the 
morning. and bread and fleſh in the evering, and 


- 1 1 _—_ - — - 
—— — — — > — — - 
> <—— WP — 4 ** — 4 * 


to paſs after a while, that the brook, the great foun- 


64 8 ERM ON V. 
Gov Almighty's dieses ou works of charity: and 
benevolence, | 
In this view I live winds cher of this piece 
of ſacred hiſtoty, which 1 ſhall beg leave to make 
uſe of as the ground work for an exhoriation' to 
charity - in general: and that it way better anſwer 
the particular purpoſe-of this ſolemnity, 1 will en- 
deavour to enlarge upon it with ſuehreflections, as, 
I iruft in God, will excite ſome ſentiments of com- 
paſſion which may be profuable 0 ſo er a de- 
n. | 
EL1jan' had "fled from two dreadful evils; 1he 
approach of a famine, and the perſecution of Ahab, 


1 WAW— tre th. - aa 


mand of Gon, had hid himfclt by the - brook 
Cherith, that is before Jordan. In this fafe and 
peaceful ſolitude, ble ſſed wich daily marks of God's 
providence, the holy man dwelt free” both from the 
cares and glories of the world: by miraculehs im. 


he drank of the brook till, by comwuvance of 
drought, (the windows of heaven being ſhut up in 
thoſe days for three years and ſix moniks, which 
was the natural cauſe like wiſe of the fant, e) it came 


tain of his ſupport, dried up; 28 he is again di- 
rected by the word of the Lord where to betake 
himſelf for ſhelter. He is commanded: to ariſe and 
80 to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, with an 


allurance 


ty and 


piece 
make 
ion to 
inſwer 
ill en- 
ns, as, 
com- 
a de- 


Is, the 
Ahab, 
em- 
- brook 
fe and 
Cob 
om the 
95 im- 
'Þn_ the 
, and 
nee of 
up in 
which 
: came 
r foun- 
ain di- 
betake 


iſe and 


vith an 
urance 


aſſurance that he had diſpoſed the heart of A widaw; 


- woman there to ſuſſain him. 


SERMON: v. 85 


Tus prophet follows the call of; his, Gopt the 


8 hand which brought bim to che gate of the city, 


had led alſo the poor widow out of her doors op- 
preſſed with ſarrow. She had come. forth upon a 
melancholy etrand, to make preparation to TID 
laſt meal, and ſhare it wich her child. 


No doult ſhe had long fenced againſt ibis 3 3 


cal event with all the thrifty management which ſeif⸗ 
preſervation and parental love could inſpire; full, no 
doubt, of cares and many tender apprehenfions, 
leſt the lender flock. ſhould Al. them, before: e 
return of plenty. 

Bur as ſhe Was a widow, having loſt is, only 
faithful friend, wha, would beſt have aſſilled ber in 


this virtuous Iiruggle. the! preſent, neceſſity of the 


times at lengih overcame ber; 3 and ſhe was juſt fal- 
ling down an eaſy prey to ii, when Elijah came to 
the place Where ſhe was. And hy called unto 
& her, and ſaid, Fetch me, I pray.. thee, a lialle wa- 
„ier in a vellel, that 1 may drink. And'as the 
60 was going to leich it, he called unio ber, and Leid, 
„ Hring me, I pray thee, a mor lel of "breadjin 
* thine hand. And ſhe ſaid, As the. Lord thy, God 
6 lein, 1 have not a cake, but a handful of meal 
G; in a barrel, and a little oillin a cruſe; and behold, 
& Lain Saiheting two flicks, that 1 nay go in 
6 dreſs. it for me and my ſon, that we may eat it 
an die. And Elijah faid unto her, Feat nor, 
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56 SERMON XV. 


< hut go and de as thou haſt ſaid ; but a me 
vel thereof & little cake fiiſt, and bring i unto me, 
and after make for thee and for thy ſon. For 
5 thus fauh.the , Lord: God of I ſrael, The hartel of 
<meal ſhall not waſle, neither ſhall the cruſe of 
oil fail, umil 7 that the Lived e rain 
« upon the earth,” WE. 

Aus charity, is Ayr unvilling: to. find: 0 
cuſeelſe here was a fair Opportunity of plead- 
ing many; ſhe might have inſiſled over again upon 
her Hiuatinn, which" neceſſarily. tied! up her bands 
—ſbe might have urged the unreaſonableneſs of 
the; tequeſi chat ſhe was reduced to the loweſt 


eExtremily already and ihat it was contrary to juſtice 


and the firſt law of nature, to rob herſelf and child 
of their laft -miorfe! , and: gie ii to A langer. 4 0 Þ4-* 
Bur in generous ſpicits,. compaſſion is ſomet imes 
more, an a balance for ſelf. preſet vation. For, 
25 GO certzirily: wmterwove that friendly fafineſs in 
Our nature, 10 be a check upon 400 great 2 prpenſiy 
towards felf-love—ſo it ſeemed to operate here.— 
For it is obſervable, that though the propbet hacked 
his requeſt with the promiſe of an immediate re- 
compence in multiplying ber ſtock zo yet it is not 
evident ſhe Was inſſuenced at all by chat temptation. 
For if ſhe had, doubileſs it muſt. have wrought ſuch 


a. mixture of ſelf.intereſt into the motive of her 
| compliance, as mui greatly have allayed the merit of 
e. Hut . 1 ſay, 0. N but 


rather 
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me rather the contrary, from dhe refleftion'fh#amiakes' 
ne, upon the whole tin) the falt vetſe of the chapter. 
For W Now by this\{ know that thi art α ma of Cod, 
of and yon tht word A ther Lori in whe "mouth "is 
q of truth „di sg 15011907 Sits: #.. 307 ds 59 
li. bebt as ſhe was an inhubicoin of ace 
(or, as it is called by St Luke, Sareptay” fubjest to 
Sidon, the metropolis:of Pheniciaz! withoutths bounds: 
of Gow's people,) ſhe had been brought up in 
grols darkneſs and idolatry,'i in utter ignorance of the 
Lond Gos of Iſcael: org if ſhe had heard: of his 
name, which is all that ſeems probable, ſhe had been 
taught to diſbelieve the” mighty! wonders of lis 
hand; and Was till lely Rd an, hi A 
et. 1150 
Vt e ſhowightargue, Ir dis : man, 7 
imes' Ml ſome ferret myttery* of his on, or through the pow- 
For, Mer of bis God, is able to proeure fo preternatural 
{ in a ſupply tor me, whende comes it to paſs, that he 
nſuy now fands in want bimſelf, rp be ch wich hun · 
e. er and thirſi 7 
cked Ir apprigy Hekeſbts, iat he mull bare bed 
re- wrought upon by an unmixed priniciple'of humani y. 

; not She looked upon him as a fellow partner als 
ion. MW moſt in che fame! of ion with herſelf.— She 
ſuch ¶ coulicered he had come a weary pti5rimage, in a ſul- 

f ber Wy climate; through an exhauſted” country, where 
rit of neuner bread or waler were'to be had, but by acts of 
„ but Iber af. hat he had come aj b oel travel- 
facher ler; and as a hard heart never Wants a pretence, 
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66 SERMON V. 


that this circumſtance, which ſhould rather have be. 


triended, might have belped to oppreſ. him. She 


3 tor charity 1 is EVET fruitful 1 in kind rea- 


ſons, that be was now far from his ewn country, 
and had ſtrayed out of the reach of the tender . 
of ſome. one who affetſionately mourned his abſence 
— Her heart was iouched with pu) —Sbe turned 
in ſilence, and © went and did according as he had 
„ ſaid. And behold, both ſhe, and he, and her 
& hcuſe, did eat many days; or, as in he 2 W. 
one er year. And the barre} of meal walle 

© not, neither did the cruſe of oil fail, until the Ay 
bs Oy God {ent lain upon the earth,” 

Tuovch it may not ſeem neceſſary to raiſe con- 
jettures here upon this event, yet it is natural 10 ſop- 
pole,-the danger of the famine being thus unexpect- 
edly gat over, that the mother began to look -hope- 
fully forwards vpon the rell of her. days. There 
were mary widows in Iſrael at that time, when the 
heavens were ſhut up for three years and fix months; 
yet, as St Luke obſerves, to none of them was th 


proplet et, fave to this widow of Sarepta: in all 


Uke ih 2000, the would not be the lall in. making the 
lau e oble, vation, and drawing from it ſome flatter- 
ing concluſion in faveur of her ſon. Mary a pa- 
rent would build high upon a worſe fon dation. — 


6 Since ihe God 04 Ihael has thus ſent his own n;cl- 


ſenger 10 us in Our diſlrels, to pals by ſo. may. | 
6 howles of bis own people, and Hop at mine, WW} 
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_ SER-MON . = 

& (ave it in fo miraculous à manner from defirafitisn © 
© doubilefs, this is but an earneſt ' of his future Kind 
« intentions to us: at leaf his! gde ls has _—_ 
to comfort my old age, by the long life and 
« health of my ſon: but perhaps he has ſomething 
« greater ftill in ſtore for him; and J ſhall live to 
< ſee the ſame band Rereafter crown his head with glo- 
6 ry and honour.” We may naturally ſuppoſe her in- 
nocenily cattied away with ſuch thoughts, when ſhe 
is called back by an unexpetted diſtemper 'which für- 
priſes her fon, and in one moment brings down alf 
her hopes br his jicknefs was fo ſore that there 
was no breath left in im.: 
Tu expoſtulations of *immoderate grief are 'ſel- 
dom jull.— For, though Elijah had already preſerved 
her fon, as well as kerfelf, from immediate death; 
and was the laſt cauſe to bè ſuſpetted of ſo fad an ac- 
cident :, yell che paſſionate mother, in the firſt tran- 
ſport, challenges him as the author of her mis fortune; 
—as if he had brought down ſorrow upon a houſe 
which had ſo hoſpitably ſheltered him. The pro- 
phet was too full of compaſſion to make reply to ſo 
unkind an accuſation, He takes the dead child ont 
of his mother's byJom, and laid him upon tus own 
bed : And he cried unto the Lord. and ſaid, O Lord 
my Gcd, haft thou brought evil upon the widow with 
whom 'I ſojourn, by flaying her ſon? * Is this the 
reward of alt her charity and goodneſs? Thou 
halt before this robbed * the dear pariner of 


all 


> SERMON V. = 
8 and all her eares; und now that ſhe is 
«4 widow, and has moſt reafor to expect thy pro- 

©teftion; bebold thou haſt withdrawn her laſt prop: 

4 hou haft taken away her child. ihe only: ſlay ſhe 
de had to reſt on. „And Elijah cried” unto Cod, 
and ſaid, O Lerd my God; I pray lee, * this 
child's foul come into him again. 

Tux prayer Was urgent, and beſpoke the 4; 
Areſs of a humane mind deeply ſuffering | in the mis- 
fortunes of another; morecver, his heart was 
rent with other paſſions. Ile was zealous for the | 
name and honour of his GOD, and thought-not only 

| his omnipotence; but his glorious attribute of mercy, 
concerned in the event: for oh! with what triumph 
would the prophets of Baal tetort his own bitter 
taunt, and ſay, his Goll was ether talking, or he 

was purſuing, or tas in u journey 3 or Serianen- 
ute he ſlept, and iould have been awaked !—— 

He was moreover involved in the ſucceſs of his 

Prayer himſelf ;-—honeſt minds are moſt hurt by 
Icandal. And be was afraid, leſt ſo foul a one; 
Fo Say: ol pis character, might atife among bs 
heathen, whoMould report with pleaſure, * Lo! the 
« widow o Zarephath ook the meſſenger of the 
« Gor of Urael under her roof, and-kindly enter 

<6 tained him, and ſee how ſhe is rewarded ! Surely Ml 

the prophet was ungrateful; he wanted power, of 

„ hat is worſe, he wanted pity,” , 

BESIDEs all this, he pleaded. not only ht al 0 
N r the widow ; it was the cauſe of charity itſelß 
Which 


4 
41 
15 
5 
1 
1 , 
1 
el 
j vi 2 25 
74 
i . 
G of , 
7 
1 
1 
1 
þ 
p : 
- 
_ -: 
: [a 
4 2 
AN 1 
= . 
7 2 
1 
4 11 
1 4 
+ 
11 t 
bs 5 
* + s 
\ * 
* 
5 Ul + 
4 5 : 
J 
1 
i 
4 


* - 
_— 


| 
| 
p 
| 
"i 


— D. LE 5 7 * 
2 * — * — — g 0 © 8 — —_ 
* 46 « : pL b Is 2 W TY be 
= — = yy — — - — — 
- ea 242228 if x — 2 . _ = UC "OL 7 . 
7 — * 4 po r 2 pos 8 —_— 1g r x I —_ <Y 
D : — — 4 A — — — —m hh a 
” | — 2 — 2 q 2 2 — — 2 
—— - * * 


— RY py 
> . ——, 
_ 
\. - Pp 2 K 2 SI — of 
— — K 2; 


1 
þ 0? * 
; 7 nm a ; : 
= ” i {0% 7 
1 : þ 
- 2% 15 . 
eien 
i : 
- 418 5 . 
* 1 : 
, „ 1 
i bl 
3 « i 


WHOEE OY 8 ade et Ee, as? 


. 0 — 2 
_ On 


is 
ar 
p's | 
he | 
off, | 
hits 


di- 
nis 
was 
the 
nl 
rey; 
mph 
jitter 

7 he 
ten- 
f his 

t by 

one, 

g the 

» | the 

pf che 

entcri- 
Surely | 
er, ol; 
cauſe 


uſelf,1 
Which 


„ S. ERM ON v. 772 
which bad teceived a deep wound already, and 
would ſuffer ſtill more {hould GOD deny it this 
teſtimony of his fayour., So the Lord hearkened 
«unto the voice of Elijah, and the foul of the child 


ee came into him again, and he revived. And Eli- 
* jah ook the child, and brought him down; out of 


« the chamber into the houſe, and delivered him 


* unto bis mother. and Elijah ſaid, See, thy fon, 


6& liveih.“ nn 1 2 EHS 5 ; 
Ir would be a pleaſure to a good mind to flop 


here a moment, and figure, to iilelf the picture of ſo 


joy ful an event. To behold on one hand the, rap- 
tures of the parent, overcome with ſurpriſe and gra- 
titude, ond imagine how a ſudden ſtroke of ſuch im- 
petuous joy mull operate on a deſpairing counte- 
mau.ce; long aceuſtomed to ſadneſs; To conceive, 


on the other ſide of the piece, the holy man approach- 


ing with the child in his arms full of honeſt 
triumph in his looks, but ſweetened, with all the kind 
ſympathy which a gentle nature could overflow with 
upon ſo happy an event. It is a ſubject one might 
recommend to the pencil of a great genius, and 
would even afford matter for deſcription here; but 
that it would lead us too far from the particular pur- 
poſe; for, which I have enlarged upon thus much of 
the itory alreedy : the chief deſign of which is, to 


illuſtrate by a fact, what is evident both in reaſon 


and ſcripiutre, that a charitable and good action is 
ſeldom caſt away, but ibat, even in this life, it is 
W : = more 


„„ See 
more than probable, | that what is fo ſcattered {halt 


1 be as A fon of the Moſt High, and be. will love 


66 thee more than thy mother doth, Be mindful of i 


& good turns, for thou knowell not what evil ſhall 
© come upon the earth; and when thou fallefl thou 
te ſhalt bad a ſtay. It ſhall preſerve thee from all, 
« affl (ion, and fight for thee againſt thy enemies 
& better than a mighty ſhield and a ſtrong. ſpear.” - | 


Tux great inftability of temporal affairs, and 


conſtant fluctuation of every thing 1 in this world, <8 7 
ford perpetual occaſions of taking refuge i in ſuch. a 


ſecurity. , 

Wuar by ſucceſſive misfortunes ; by failings 
and croſs accidents in trade; by miſcarriage of pro- 
jects; what by unfatable expences of parents, 
extravagances of children, and the many other ſecret 
ways whereby riches make themſelves wings and fly 
away ; ſo many ſurprifing revolutions do every day 
happen in families, that 11 may not ſeem ſtrange to ſay, 
that the poRerity of ſome the molt liberal contributors 
here, in the changes which one century may produce, 
may pollibly find ſhelter under this very plant which 
now they ſo kindly water, Nay, ſo quickly ſome- 
tines has the wheel turned round, that many a man 
may live io enjoy the benefit of chat charity which 
his own piety projected. 


Bur 


be gathered again with increaſe, + Caft thy bread 

6 en the waters, and thou ſhalt find it alter many 
ys, Be as a father unto the fatherlels, and in- 

66 12 ofa huſband unto their mother; ſo ſhalt thou 
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Bur befides this, and ex luſive of the High which 
G-v's promiſe gives it to ptoIENtion hereafter, cha- 
rity and Natura in the ordinary chain of ef- 
fecis, have a natural and more immediate tendency 
in chemſclees to reſcue a man from the accidents of 
ite world, by ſoflening the hearts, and winning eve 
ry man's whe to its intereſt, When a compaſ- 
honate man falls, who would not pity him? who, 
that had power 10 do my would not befriend and 
raiſe bim up? or could the molt barbarous' temper | 
offer an inſult to his diftrels without pain and tefüc- 
tance ? Sothai it is almoſt a wonder that chVẽtöufnefs, 
even in {pi. eof ifelf, does bot ſometimes argue a man 
into chamty, by its ow] principle of looking for- 
wards, and the arm expetiation it would delight i in, 
of receiving I's own-apain with ufury ,—S0 evident 
is it, in the ccurſe of Gop's provideice, and the na- 
wal team of things; iNat a good office one time or 
other generally meets with a reward ——Geverally, 
did J lay P—how can it ever fail ? when, be- 
lides all this, ſo large a ſhare of the recompence is o 
inſepetable even from the action iiſelf. Alk the 
man * has a tear of teuderneſs always ready io 
thed over the unfuriunate ; who, withal, is ready 10 
diſtribute and willing to communica E; alk him, if 
the beſi things which wits have ſaid oF: Pl leaſure, have 
exprefied whai lie has felt, when by a ſeaſonable 
kindnels, he Bas made the Leart of the widow ing 
for joy. Mak then the expreſſions of unutterable 
piealure and harmony in his louks, and ſey, whether 

8 Solomon 


74 S ERM ON V. 
Solomon has not fixed ihe point of arue enjoyment ts 
in the tight place, when! he declares, that he knew! MW th 
*« no,;g60d: there was in any of the riches or honours of 
& of this world, but for a man to do good with them WW tit 
« it is life. Not was it without tea ſon he made 


this judgment. Doubileſs he had found and ſeen. Il ſe 
the inſufficjency of all ſenſual pleaſures; how una- Wes 
ble furniſhꝭ either a rational ot a laſting ſcheme of M ti 
happineſs ; hom ſoon / the beſt of chem uf” WER the if 


leſs excepiionable in vanity, but the guilty boch in 
vaniiy and vexation: of ſpirit. But that this wis 
of lo pure and re ned a nature, ii burned. without 
conſuming: itiwas figuratively the widow's barrel of, 
meal. e waſted: nat, end; . of c by which, never 
failed. i bout 
Ir is an eaſy. mat er io | add ddt! to Shi lie 
ny of -the wifeſt man, upon the; plesſute of- doing 
ggod,z.or elle the: evidence of the: philoſopher Epi- 
curus is very remarkable, Whoſe word is ihe more 
to be ituſled, becauſe a proſe ſſed ſenſualiſt; who, 
amidſt all che delicacies and improvements, of 
pleaſure which a luxuriant fancy might rike out, 
{till waintained, chat che befl way of enlarging hu- 
man happineſb, was by a communication of i it 10 o· 
ibets , f {2th 
And if it was ceiling 1 or n was time 
to refine upon this dottrine, one might farther main- 
lain; encluſive of che happineſs Which the mind itfelf 
feels in the exetciſe of this virtue, that the vety 
body of mau is never in a beiter flate than when he 
| 1 


ent i moſt inclned to do ae len ü. hat a8 We 
ew. WW thing more contributes to health thaw a” bejievolenice? 
urs: If of temper, ſonothing generally'1 is @"ironger” indica- 
zem tion of it. wy DRow eds 10“ 
ade - Ar.d-what ſeems enten his opinion, is an ob- 
cen Ml ſexvation, the truth of which muſt be ſubmitted 60 ; 
me- every one's refletion—namely—that a difinctina- 
e of ion and backwardneſs io do good, is often attended, 
the if not produced, by an indifpoſition ot the animal as 
h in well as rational patt of us: So naturally do the 
0s, poul and body as in other caſes ſo in this, mutually 
hout MWbefriend; or prey upon each other. And _— 
el of ſening alide 41 2 maler ent n the point, L 
cannot conceive but that the very mechanical ms: ions 
which maintain life, muſt be Ae with more 


imes equal vigour and freedom in that man whom a great 
og: end good ſoul perpe ualy inclines to ſhew mercy ta 
Epi- be miſerable, than they can be in a poor, ſordid, 


mote elfiſh wretch, whoſe little contratted heart melts at 0 
nan's afflicton; but ſiis brooding fo inenily over 
own plots 1 concerns, as o ſee and feel no- 


out, hung, and, in tcuth enjoy nothing beyond himſelf: 
> hu- od of whom one may ſay what that great maſter of 
to o. autre has, ſpeaking of a natural Tenſe of harmony, 


hich I think with more juftice may be ſaid of cem 


ime: Vent that the man whe had 1 WW 01, 

main- 10 

iſelf Wen ke: "i "rdalodag Ak 2 gab! 
vety The MOTIONS of his i aps are . as ab 9 
en he And" . 


1s 
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And his afſections dark as Ex zus: 


| Let no ſuch man be truſted ,— 10 " 
8 |» 
What, divines ſay of the 1 3 have. 2 


obſerved of che body; that hate is no paſſion lo H pe 
natural to it as love, which is the principle of doing g 
good: and though inſtances, like this juſt men- Yo, 
tioned, ſeem far from being proofs of it, yet it is 


D 


not io * doubted, but that every hard-hearted man has H 
felt much inward oppoſition before he could prevail, tir 
upon himſelf to do aught to fix and deſerve the cha- 

racter: and that what we ſay of long habiisof vice = 
that they are hard to, be ſubdued, may with equal MW, 
truth be ſaid concerning the natural impreſſions ot be- Ina 


nevolence, that a man muſt do much violence to H 
himſelf, and ſuffer many a painful, ſtruggle, before 
he can tear away, ſo, great and noble a part of his 
nature. Of this, antiquity has e beau. 
tiful inſtance in an anecdote of Alexander the tyrant 
of Pheres, who, though he had ſo indultriouſly har- 
dened his heart as to feem to take delight in cruelty, 
inſomuch as to murder mavy of his lubjetts every, 
day, without cauſe and without pity 3 yet, at the 
bare repreſentation of a tragedy, which related the 
misfortunes of Hecuba aud Andromache, he was | 
ſo touched. wich the lictitious diltreſs which the poel 
had wrought up in it, that he burſt out into a Hood ; 
of tears, The application of which inconſiltency i is 
ealy, and caſts as great a luſlre upon human nature, 
as the man himſelf was a diſgrace 10 it. The cafe 
ſeen 
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SERMON V. 77 
ſeems to have heen this In real life he had been 
blinded with paſſions, and choughtleſsly hurried on 
by intereſt or reſentment but here, there was no 


room for motives of that Kind : ſo that his attention 
being firſt caught Hold of, and all his vices laid 


aſleep;: — then NAruRE Aare in triumph, and 
ſhewed how deeply ſhe had fown the ſeeds of com- 


paſſion in every man's breaſt; when tyrants with 
vices the molt at enmity with it, were not table ens" 
tirely to root it out. | . 


But iis is painting an amiable virtue, and ere | 


ting her off wich ſhades which wickedneſs lends us, 
when one might ſafely truſt to the force of her on 
natural charms, and aſk, Whether any thing under 
Heaven, in its own nature, is more lovely and 
engaging ? ——To illuftrate this} the more, let uy" 
turn our thoughts within ourſelves, and for a' mo- 

ment ler au number of us here imagine ourſelves ! 


at this inſtant engaged in drawing the 'mofl nertett” 


and amiable character, fuch as according to our con- 
cepiions of the Deity, we ſhould think moſt accep- 
table to him, and moll likely to be unverlatly ad- 
mred by all mänkind.—1 appeal to your own 
thoughts, whether the firſt idea which offered ifetf- 
to molt of our imaginations Would not be that of 
a comp alHonate benefattor, retching fotth his hand 
to rat le ap the helpleſs ocphiin ? Whatever ther 
vines we ſhould give our hero, we ſhould” all” 


agree in making him a generous friend, hb 


tought the. opportunities of doing good to be 
| the 


— * 0 7 
— * — * * 
Led 2 > ok 


rn n 3 


7 
2 Ss» —— Se 
r 


* 
— 


070 the thieſf et = of the earth, that, he 


our hearts! 


| whic 


| becamef 


8 S$ERMONY. 


the only charm of his proſperity: we ſhould 
paint kim like the plaſmifl's Face of Cod overs 


1411 


daa to 6100 a his men's intereſts ev even 120 
down E is life 15 r the good of mankind=—And' here; 
—0 merciful Saviovuk how would the bright 
original of thy unbounded goodriels break i in upon 
hou who becameſt poor that we mig ii 
be rich though Lord of all this world, yet, Raf 
not where to 4 thy hegd— and though equal in 
power and, glor to the” great Cop of NAT 'URE, 
yet _mad-ſt thy) 55 15 no reputution, tooteſt upon 
thee the form, of cf eroant ,—lubniitting thy elf 
we, 0 ebing by nouth, to all the indignitiet 
f beate, ind 45 unde ſcermng people could 
oller; A Aud at lenj tho accomplith t dur fatvation, 

obedient unto death, Ni uffering thyſelf as on 

this os + tobe 445 like a lank to the : laughter, 
Tux conlideration of this ſtupendoùs wien of 
compalſion i in the Son of Gop, is the moſt unans | 
ſwerable appeal that can be made to the heart of 
man, for the reaſonablene(s of it in himſelf, —lt,} 


+ Preached on Good Friday, 


S ER MON A 


is the; great argument whieh the | \poſiles,| uſe | in 
almolt all. heir, exhortations 10 18099 ' works, — B. 40. 
the inference is üg 
aordable 2 7 and gives Ureng b aud beauty fo ever . 
| thing elſe which: can be urged, 4 upon the f ub NE, 
per- And thergfore ; 5 have reſerved. it for my laſt 1 
feay! warmeſt, appeal, with which I would. ah finiſh 


-onld this diſcourle, that, at lealt for their TAR. for Ip 
\ was it is e e might be lefi 10 the ih, imprel- 


ance of 1 r 30 death, 5 
right Im. nay. ap 1 64 an; e debt we Owe 10 each 
upor? e ber; ang by calling. ta mind « t de INE | pattern 
172 kt | f bis pie, in doings. good. we wig hi, learn. mn What 
na, anner we may beſt diſcharge. 1 Ut . A : #7 
ial in Ax p, ipdeed, of all the medbods in which a a g00 ip 
" 3 
URE; mind , v would: be vilhng 10 do it, 1 believe there can 
upon he none more beneficig or comprehenſiy ve. in its. 
ry ſelf ellekls, than hat for which we are nere met” togeihet ; . 
nitiet be. proper education of. OT children being t he 
TIE graund- work of almoſt « every other kind of A 
lion, . that which wikes every other lubſek zem at, 0 . 
4 ot auſwer ihe pic us expettat ion of, che Nerz | 
| Witsovt, this. foundation, Hirit lad, "bow much 
or kindneſs f in the. progreſs « of a henevolent. man's: like is 
vnavojdabſy calt gwoy !. end jomeiiwes where it is 
23s lenſelels 2 25 che expoliy; a tender nt, wy all ihe” 
ioclemeneies, of a, cruel, leaſon, 2nd. then Ping with, 
tetrow to take it in, when the root is already dead. 


] ſaid, 
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1 ſaid, therefore, this was the foundation of almal 
every kind of charity, —and, might not one hay 
added, of all policy too? ſince the many ill conſe 
quences which attend the want of it, though grie 
vouſly felt by the parties themſelves, are no le ls { 
by the community of which they are members; and 
moreover, of all miſchief ſeem he hardeſt to ho-i 
dreſſed Inſomuch, that when one conſiders th 
diſloyal ſeduftions of popery on one hand, and ot 
the other, that no bad man, whatever he profeſſe 
can be a good ſubjekt, one may venture to ſay, it ha 
been cheaper and better for the nation to have bor 
the expence of inſtilling ſound. principles and good 
morals into the negletted children of the lower fort 
_ eſpecially in ſome paris of Great. Britain, than 10 
be obliged, ſo often as we have been within this la 
century, to riſe up and arm ourſelves againſt the re. 
bellious effetis which the want of them has brought 
down even to our doors, And, in fact, if we are 
to truſt antiquityy the truth of which in thi caſe we 
have no reaſon to diſpute, this matter has been looked 
upon of ſuch vaſt importance to the civil happineſs 
and peace of a people, that ſome common wealcht, 
the molt eminent for poluicel wiſdom, have choſe to 
make a public concera of it; thinking i it much. ſafer 
to be entruſted to the prudence of the magiſſ rate, 
than to the miſtaken tenderneſs, or natural parnaliy, 
of the parent. 
Ir was 3 0 with this, and beſpoke a very 
refined ſenſe of policy in he Lacedzmorniaus 
| {thoug! 
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hough by the way, I believe, different: from what 
ore modern politics would have directed in like 
reumſtances), When Antipater demanded of them 
iy children, 28 hoſtages for che ſecurity of a di: 
ant r they made this brave and wiſe an- 


3 would rather give bim double the number 
of their beſt grown up men.” —Tntimating, chat, 
pwever they were diſtreſſed, thay would chooſe any 
convenience rather than ſuffer the toſs: of their 


e bot once loſt can never be regained) of giving their 
goodWFouh an early tincture of religion, and bringing 
r ſor em up to a love of induſtry,” and a love of the laws 
an 19rd conſtitution of their country, If this ſhews - 
11s lall great importance of a proper education to chil. 
he re. ren of all ranks and; conditions, what ſhall we fay 
rought hen of thoſe: whom the providence of Gop has 
e ate laced in the ve very loweſt lot of life, uiterly caſt out 
fe we che way of knowledge, without a parent. 
ooked {Mometimes, may be, without a friend to guide and 
pineſh Inſtruct them, but what common pity and the neceſ- 
ealchs, Niiy of their ſad ſiiuation engage: — where the dan- 


oſe to ers which ſurround them on every ſide, are ſo great 
„ ſafer {nd many, that for one fortunate paſſenger in life, 
ſtrate, ho makes his way well in the world wih ſuch 
ialiy, Merl diſadvantages, and fo diſmal a ſetiing out, we: 

ay reckon thouſands, who every day {offer ſhip- 
very Wreck, and are loſt for ever, 


ras Is there. is a caſe under heaven w hich calls ont 


boug Bll 2 | * aloud 


, ** they would not, they could not conſent: 


SERMON V. 3: 


ountry's education; and the opportunity (Which 


82 J. ͤ TT. .- 
aloud for the more immediate exerciſe of compaſſiny 
and which may be looked upon as the compendiun 
of all charity, ſurely it is this: and Jam 'perſuadd 
there would want notbing more to convince thi 
1 enemy to theſe kinds of charities that it is ig 
ut a bare opportunity of taking à nearer view d 
ſome of the more diſtre foful obje tts of it. | 
LET. him go into the dwellings of the un fortuna 
into ſome mouinful cottage, where poverty and 1 
fliction reign together, ny let him behold 
diſconſolate widow.—ſitting—ſteeped in tears; 
thus {rrowing over the infant ſhe knows not how 
ſuccour , O my child, thou, art now left expoſel 
10 a wide and-vicious work: 100 full of ſpares and 
ce tempiations for thy tender and unpraftifed age; 
„ Perhaps a parent's love may magnify thoſe Jan 
ts ger. But when 1 conſidef thou art driven oj 
4 naked into the midſt of them, without friend,, 
&* without fortune, without inſtruction, my heail 
& bleeds beforchand ſor the evils which may com 
upon thee, Gev, in whom we truſted, is witcels 
&* ſo low had bis providence placed us, chat we never 
* indulged one wiſh to have made thee, rich, 
0 viftuous we would bave made thee; — for thy fa 
ther, my hi ſeand, was a god man, and fear 
4b Lord :—and though all the fruits of bis cart 
„and induſtry were. IT enough for cur ſupport 
* yet be honeſtly. had determined” to have ſpared 
5 ſome portion of 11, ſcanty as it was, to have placed} 
a: thee fafely. inthe way of knowledge and jnfinnce 
1 1 N £198 


. 
- 
— 0 i 
» 
+ 7 
Zz 4 X — SI” - . 
"IEF, 7 = > "a — 
DS et EET > 
5 2 . 4 — 
* =, mw a * - = . a — — 


= ODIN EET 
EI FRYE fe Sage 


: 1 88. 
' (XS A 
4 5 þ 
4 
44 
nl. 
: . : 
; 72 f 
7 F. 
4 
. 
4 
11 
{4 
j 


$4 SERMON V. 


in it to a love of honeſt labour and induſtry, as all by 
life long to earn and eat his bread with Joy and 
a. 7 5 

«© Mucu peace ws . rel upon the heat 
te and heart of every one Who thus brings, chuldre 
* © CHRIST !—May the bleſſing of him that wa 
ce ready to periſh come ſeaſonably upon him — Th 
Lord comfort him, when he moſt wants it, whet 
60 he lies ſick upon his bed 1 Make thou, O God 
< all his bed i in his ſickneſs; and for what he noy 
e ſcatters, give him, then, that peace. of thine whick 

„ pafſeth all underſtanding, and which. nothing i 
+: this world can either give or take away.“ Amen 
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tall Jon, this man went down to his houſe Juftifieds 
rather than the others . 


| HESE words are the judgment which our Sa- 
vioux has left upon the behaviour and diffe- 
nt degrees of merit in the two men, the Phariſee and 
Publican; whom he repreſents; in the foregoing pa- 
ble as going up into the temple to pray. In what 
anner they diſcharged, this great and ſolemn duty, 
ill beſt be ſeen from a Aras on of the prayer, 
hich each is ſaid 10 have addreſſed to GO p upon 
e occaſion. 
Tur Phariſee, inſlead of an a& of hümiliafion in 
at awful preſence before which he flood, —with 
d air of triumph and ſelf. ſufficiency, thanks Gop 
at he had not made him like others—extortioners, 
ulterers, unjuſt, or even as this publican.— Ihe 
blican is repreſented as ſtanding afar off, and, 
ith a heart touched with kumility from a juſt ſenſe 


2 


MON 


86 SERMON vl. 


of his own unworthineds,; s:1aid: only to have {mote 
upon his breaſt; ſaying. G be merciful-t0 me 
a ſinner. I tell yvu, adds our S AVU R, this mut 
went down to his houſe ee rather chin ths 
Warme! I engt bens:idve., A aNν 155) 3 
Tuovbn the zulliec of chin deteriünetidu firike 
every one at freſt fight; it may not be amiſs 10 me- 
into a more particulat examination of the evidend 
and reaſons upon which it might be founded, nd 
only becauſe iti may place the equity of this deciſi 
in favour of: the publicas in 2 Aconger light, bu 
that che ſubjett ſeems likely to lead me te & brain 
re fle ctions not nn to dhe e di of the 
ſeaſon *. 

THE Phariſee was one of take. bol in 00 
Saviou rs time, what by the auftetiry of their live 
-their public alms deeds, and greater pretence 
to piety. than” other men, hae graduatly? rough 
themſelves imo much credit and reputation with ihe 
people; and indesd, as the bulk of theſe are chil 
caught with a appearances, their character feems 0 
have been admireþly wel ſuited wo ſuch a puryols 
f you looked no farther than the outward pa 
of it, you would think it made up of all goodneſs an 
perfection ; an uneo mon ſantkty of life, gua rde 
by great decorum and ſeverity of manners. 
profuſe and frequert charines to the poor——1nf 
atts of religion much obſervance of be lau 5 
ere mee, 45: 16008 
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S ERM ON VE 85 
Ir is painful to fuſpe& the-appearance of ſo much 
ade would have been ſo here, had not our 
bleſſed Saviour left us their real character upon 
ecord, and dran up by himſelf in one word—that 
he ef were like whitened ſepulchres, all fair and 
beautiful without, and enriched there with whatever 
could attraft the eye of the beholder; but, when 


moe 
0 me 
man 
1 the 
} 3k 
rike 


Mel 


dend earched within-ſide, were full of corruption, and 
„ na whatever could ſhock and diſguſt the ſearcher. 
cilionWWS0' that with all their affectation of piety, and more 


„ but 
alu 0 


of the 


extraordinary; ilriftneſs and regularity. in theit out- 
yard depotiment, all was irregulat and uncultivated 
ithin —and all theſe ſair pteiences, how promiſing 
ſoever, blaſted by the indulgence of the worſt of hu« 
nan paſſions,. ——pride——ſpiritualpride; the worſt 
of all pride — hy pocriſy, ſelf- love, covetouſneſs, ex- 


n Ut 
live 


encaſſ{oriion, ctueliy, and revenge. What pity it is that 
rough be ſacred name of religion ſhoutd ever have been 
ith «eſGorrowed, and employed in ſo bad a work, as in 
 eofipEovering over ſuch a black catalogue of vice or 


that the fair form of virtue ſhould have been thus 
ulgraced and for ever drawn into ſuſpicion, from 
be unworthy uſes. of this kind to which the; artfuk 


Ipo. 
xd pal 


eſs al n4 abandoned have often put her! The Phariſee 
ua fdefcems to have had not many ſcruples of this kind 3 
8, ad he prayer he makes uſe of in the temple is 4 


ive pittute of the man's heart, and ſhews with 


hat a diſpokition- and. Frame: of mind he came to 
vorſbip. 


boo! I thank thee, be then bat forandnded 
| E 3 different 


-mal 


885% S. ERM ON VI. 
daffe tent materials from ibe teſt of- my ſpec len 
whom, thou; halt, created trail. aud vain by natute, bug 
by choice and diſpoſition utierly corꝛupt and wicked, 
M, chou, batt, faſhioued, in a- different mould, 
and; halt infuſed, ſo large a portion of thy, ſperir iiuo 
me, o! I am raiſed above the temprations and de- 
ſires to. which fle ſu and blebd are ſubjebt.— I thark 
thee chat thou haſt made. me ihus— not à feel 
vellel of clays, like thai of other meier even thi 
publican, but chat 1 flend here a choſep and Jaucus 
fied veſlel unto thee... OE 

AFLER this cbvipus paiaphraſe upon. 545 ph» 
hh {peaks no more chan the true fp of * 
Phariſce's pray er, - yα,n would nalurally alk, what 
Treaſon was there for all. this. Arumph—91 e feuns 
dation could he have to. inſult; in this, manner o 
the, infumunies of mankit:d—or even hole of ite 
humble publican who flood be fore him Y hy; 
ſays be, I tail (wice in the week, I. givenübes of al 
thai I pole. ——Tuly, a very indifferent accoum 
of buntci{—and if hal Was all he had 40 offer in by 
own, bthalt, Go knows, it was, but a weak. tos r- 
dation io ſuppori ſo much, arrogaace and lelf-concen; 
becauſe the cbleryance ot both the ore and the other 
ef theſe oidzuances might be tuppoſed we.l wow 
io be conſiſlent with, te moll pepe ct lile aid 
manners. ? 

An conduct and behaviour of the EAI ap- 
Pear very diflecen. and indeed as much the te. 
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verſe to this, a8 yuu cculd. conceive, But beſcre] 
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STRAMON'VI 9˙ 
Je enter upon that, as I have ſpoken largely to the” 
character of the Phariſee, *rwill be but jultice wo ſay” , 
2 word or two in general to his. — The publican was 
one of that order of men employed by the Roman 
emperois in levying the taxes and contributions 
which were from time to time exatted from Judea 
[as a conqueced mation- W hetker from the particular 
late of that employment, owing to the fixed avei ſion 
which men have to part with what is their own, or 
fiem Whatever Other cauſes it happened — ſo it was, 
hat the whole ſet of men were odieus, inſomuch 


cieß 
i buy 
ked; 
ould, 
J } 110 
de- 
hank 
eil 
1 tkn 
aucu- 


1 


Ford that the name f 4 *publican was a term of reproach 

che Nad infamy amonytl the Jews. | 

What PERHA PES 1 many iuſtances of rigour to which 

feun- Whtheir' office mphr | dirc& them—heighiened {ume- 


v4 cr umes by a mixture of crueliy and intolence of their 


of ihe Wown-—and- poltibiy al ways made to appear worls 
W, ban they” Were by the loud clamours and miſrepte- 
of elena tens f others—all miglit hive contribuied to 
count form and fix this dium. But it was here, no doubt, 
in bas in alf other clafles of men whoſe profeſlions 
tor erpoſe them to more temptations chan that of others 
nceu; bat there are numbers who flill behave well, and 
the Who amidit all the ſnares and opportunities which he 
1:0ugh Wn their way, ——=pzls throug« them, not only wut 


e ada! wiblemſhed character, but with che inward ellis | 

| M%%y of a good conſcience, 

IEE publican in all likelihood was one of theſe. 
aud the fentiments ot candour and humility 

Fack ile vie w of his condition inſpired, are fuch 


as 


an ap- 
he te- | 
Lefcre 
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9 SERMON VI. 
as could come only from a heart and charafter, thus 
deſcribed: teln 10 ba 10 rom ain: r 
HR goes up into if 8 to pay. his monie 
of 2 the dilchatge af which, he pleads ng 
merit of his own, enters into no compariſon 
with others. or juſlification of himſelf with Gop; 
but, in revetence io that holier part of the temple 
where his preſence was ſuppoſed more-immediately 
to'be diſplayed—he keeps afar off—is afraid io if 
up his eyes towards heaven but {mites upon 
his breaſt, and in a ſhort but fervent ejaculation- 
ſabwiſſively begs Goh to have mercy upon his ſins 
O Gov! how: precious, how amiable, is true hu- 
militiy] What a difference in thy fight does it make 
to couſiſt betwixt man and man! Pride es not 
made for a creature wih ſuch manifold imperfeQtions; 
religious pride is a dteſs which ſtill . worſe bes 
comes him— becauſe, of all others,” tis that tot hich 
he has the leaſt pretence. Ihe beſt of us fal 
ſeven times a day, and thereby add ſome degree of Wm 
unprofitadlenes io che character of thoſe — do re 
all ihat is commanded them. Was 1 perfect, there Wm: 
fore, ſays Job, I would not know my ſoul, I wou in 
be ſilem, 1 would be ignorant of my oun righleoul· M be 
P 
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neſs; for ſhould I ſay L was perfect, it would prove 
me to be perverſe. From this intcoductian, I wi 
take occaſion to recommend this virtue of religiou Win 
humiliiy, ubich ſo naturally. fa'ls from the ſubjech Mb 
and which cannot». more effectually be enforced, FIT 
. u an enquiry into the chiet cauſes v hic h pro be 
Nn duce 
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SER MON VIA - 9 
Jace the oppoſe vice:to/it—hit ofa{piritualipride 3: 
or in this malady of the mind of man—abeg:caleh 
b parallel with-maſt others of his body, iber dengers 
which, can never righriy be apprehended g1 mor) 
remedies" be 2 applied es wilt jullgme mor 
5 tiſtuhey care lraced back! to their, Gelbe prid 
iples; and the - A of, the Aſorder ane, laich bent 
and conſide red. ec nstenq aid 51s wm 
An firſt, I Wels one of che moſt hevarah 
cauſes of ipiricual-pride;*1s-that which ſeeqms tu haue 
| mifled the Phariſee 3 millaken; not ion of the trus 
principles of his religions He tought, no-;doubty | 
that the whole of it was comprenended in the twa 
articles ofopaying tythes and frequent falling, and 
that when ne had diſcharged his cœmſotenge uf them 


——he had done alb chat was required at his hands, 

and might with reaſon go and chank & am thas he 

bad not ade him like o her. Ib as ot io be qua- 

tioned, bat 2 toree of ttn3-ematgothe PAN 
| 


niglit chinſendii f to be; whats be pretended, 
religious And up ighe man. For how8yes he 
might be brought t 28 a duuble and inhiuee ten pati 
in the eyes of men upon worldly vi, it is nob-10 
be ſuppoſed hac wien be fiohd by himfelf; a» 
part in the temple,” and no wine ſſes of wat paſſed 
between him and his GOD hat he thould knows 
ingly and wilfulty have dared to att ſo pen and 
bare laced a ſcene of mockety in the face of heaven. 
his i) ſcarce! probable and there fore u Hull 
2 un been owing io ſome deluſion i in his educatigſs 
2 Which 
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which, lad early implanted in his! mind fatfe and 


were ef eternal  ndzunchangeable obligation. 80 


qo S ERMON VI. 


wreiched notions of the effentials of religion. Which; 
as he gre , up: had proved the ſeeds of doßwite er. 
tor both in practice and ſpeculation 

Wirn the reſt of his ſect, he had been Wpne 
cipled and inſtruficd.as to obſerve a ſerupulous niceiy 
and myſt religious exattneſs in the ſeſſer matters of 
his religion ·— us frequent waſhings—its faflings and 
other extetnal ties, of no merit in them ſeſves u 
to ſtand exempied from the more trouble ſome ex. 
afiveſs in the weightier | matters of the law; which 


that. bey were in truth blind guides——= who'thf 
would ſtrain at a gnat, and yet fwallow a camel; 
and, as out Savio reproves them from a familist 
s of domet ic : inconfiſtency-=woald- make! 
clean the oi ſide of the cup and platte et ſuffet 
the inſide he moſt -materiat part, to be full of 
carruption and exceſs. Frum this dena ledge of the 
charatter and principles of the Pnariſee, Lis eaſy to 
account for his ſentimenis and bebavibur in the! 
temple, which wete juſt fach as ug n have w 
OLE, t have.expebted; - 24 B00 

Fus it has aleeys happened, by a a tub 
mon io all ſuch-ebuſes of religion, as make it to con? 
ſill in external ttes and ceremonies mote than in- 
ward purity: and integrity of heart. — As theſe out- 
ward, chings are eaſily put in practice and capable” 
of being auained io, wuhout much capacity, or much 
— to fleſh and blood —it too naturally betrays 
the 


* 


S ER MON VE 93 


and profeflors of it into 4 groundleſft perſuaſion” of 


ich eit own godlineb; aud deſpicable one bf ther of 
er: ibers, in theix r eligious capacities, And The” felations 
. n which they ſtand towards GOο⁰: Which isthe 


ery definition of 1 piritual pride. 1 $191 = c R 11 . 7 5 

Wa ex. the true beet and ſpirit of devorion is 
bus loſt and extinguiſhed! under a cloud of öllenta- 
jous ceremonies and geſtures, as is remarkable in tie 


Tins 
ceiy 
S 0K 


and | 
bi Noman church-+where the celebration of High maſs, 
er. ben ſet off to the beſt advantage widyrult-its fees 


al decorations: and finery;; looks more hike a theatti2* 


hick 
performance, than that humble and: folemn ap- 


80 


they Neal which duſt and aſhes are affering up to the throtie 

nel f Cod; — hen rehgion, I. ſay, is thus clogged 
mit qd bore dawn. by ſuch a weight of ceremonies 8 
nate is much eaſier to put in preienſions to holineſs up- 


n. ſuch a mechanical ſyſtem as is left of it, than 
here the character is eply to be got and maintained 
y.a painful conflit and perpewal war againſt the 
paſſions.  ?Tis (eaſter, for inſlance, for à zealous 
apill to croſs himſelf and tell his beads} than for an 
umble proteſiant-40 ſubdue the luſts of anger, ini- 
zmperance, cruelty, and revenge, ia appear before 
s. Maker with that. preparation of mind which be- 
omes him. The operauon of being ſprinkied with” 


ufſer 
I of 
F che 
y to 
the 
e led 


n in- aly water, is not ſo difficult in nſelf, as that of 


eing chaſte and ſpotleſs within conſeious of no 


 OUl- 
pable NA thaught or diſhoneſt action, - Fiss much 
much Porter way to kneel down at a confeſſional and re- 


tra Niue abſoluuon than to live fo as io deſerve it 
the | 


not 


not at the hands of men— but at the hands of 
Gop——who ſees the heart, and cannot be impoſed 
upon, The atchievement of keeping Lent, or ab. 
Naining from fleſh on certain days, is not fo hard, 1 
that of abſtaining from the works of it at all Ame 
—eſpecially as the point is generally managed a: 
mong the richer fort with ſuch art and epicuriſm a 
their tables——and with ſuch indulgence to a poat 
inorufied appetite—that an entertainment upon t 
faſt is much more likely to Fe a Jeifeit, than 4 
fit of ſorrow, 

Oxe might run the parallel week! fubiler, bj 
this may be fafhcient to ſhew how dnngerbus and 
deluſive theſe miſtakes are, how apt to miſlead 
and overſet weak minds, which are ever apt to be 
caught by the pomp of ſuch exterhal parts of re- 
ligion. This is fo evident, that even in our own 
church, where there is ihe greateſt chaſtity in thing 
of this nature—and of which none ate retained in 
our worſhip, but what, I helieve, tend to excite and 
aſſiſt t—yet fo firong a propenſity is there in our 
nature to ſenſe and fo unequal a match is the 
underſtanding of the bulk of mankind, for the im- 
pre ſſions of outward things that we fee thou- 
ſands who every day millake the ſhadow for the ſub: 
ſtance; and, was it fairly put to the trial, would ex- 

charge the reahty for che appearance, 

You lee this was almolt univerſally the caſe of 
the Jewiſh church—where, for want of prope! 
guard and diſtinction betwixt the means of es 
an 
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© 6f and religion irfelf, the ceremenial part in time ate 
fog NEvay the moral part, and left nothing but a ſhadow 
abs behind. Is. to be feared the bu oneries of the 
„ at Nomiſh church bid fair to do it the ſame ill office, ti to 


de difgrace and atper ruin of chifliaoity, wherever 
— is eſtabhſhed, What then remains, but that 
e reflify theſe, groſs and gecnicjous,nogons of re= 
gion, and place it upon us true bottom, which we 
an only do, by bringing back religion to. that cool 
point of reaſon which litſt ſhewed us ita o igation 
by always. remembering that God is a he 


uſt be worſhipped ſuitahle to his nature, . & in 
og ſpirit and in truth—and that the moſt acceptable 
Nead kcrifice we can offer him is a virtuous and an upright 
3: be und—and however neceſfary it is, not to leave tie 
fee c aryl poſizive parts of religion undone 
own et not like the Phariſee to reſt there and 
ning mit the weightier matters, but keep this in view 
ed in erpetuallz, ibat though the inſtrumental duties of 
and Neſigion are duties of unqueflionahle obligation to us 
\ our Net they are flill, but IXS TRUNENTAT Dur is, 
the Nonducive 10 tbe great end of all religion which 
im- 0 purify our hearts-—and conquer our paſſions 
thou: Pad, in a. word, to make us wifer end better men 
ſub -- better neighbours—betier citizens —and bets 
d- ſervants to Gd. 
To whom, &c. 
iſe of 
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For nohs of us liveth to bimſe! . I for 


7 HERE. i is not 2 . in ſeripture, which 2 | 
I © ftrikes a narrow ſoul with greater aſlonſhment; tha 
end one might as eafily engage to clear up the tha 
. darkeſt problem in geometry to an ignorant mind, à en 
make a ſordid one comprehend the truth and reaſon. 1191 
ableneſs of this pluin propoſition No man lived elle 
10 himſelf! Why ?— Does any man live to any bal 
thing elſe In the whole compaſs of human lie, | 
can a prudent man ſleer to a ſafer point ? Na an 
live to himſelf !—To whom 1660 an ca 
zntereſts or concerns which are foreign to a man's 


ſelf bave ſuch a claim over him, that he mul! ſerie bur 
under chem. —ſuſpend his own purſuits. len Wh 
out of his right courſe. till others have palledb ly 
him, and attained the ſeveral ends and pur poles d lex. 
niving before him? that 

Ir, with a ſelfiſh heart, ſ. ich an enauirer {ſhould 5 
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happen to have a ſpeculating head too, he will pro- 
ceed, and aſk you, Whether this ſame principle 
which the apoſile here throws out of the life of man, 
1s not in fabt the grand bias of his natute f That 
however we "may flatter ourſelves wih fine-ſpun 
notions of diſintereſledneſs and heroiſm in what we 
do; were the moſt popular of our actions {tripped 
naked, and the true motives and intentions ef them 
ſearched to the bottom; we thould find little reaſon 
for trivinph upon that ſcore. : 
In a word, he will ſay, that a than is altogether 
4 bubble je himſelf in this matter, and that after all 
that can be ſaid in his behalf, the trueſt definition 
that, can be given of him is this, that he is 2. ſelfiſn 
ammal ; and that all his adtiens have fo ſtrong a 
tincture ef that character, as io ſhew (to whomever 
elle he was intended tobe) that in ſact he es 
holz o hittiſelf. +17 t iet M 
Brroxz I reply directly to this accufation;” 1 
cannot help obſerving by the way, that here 13 
ſcarce” any thing which has done more difſetvite to 
tocial virize, that the frequent repreſentations of 
human ature under is hideous picture of deformity, 
which, by leaving out all that is ger erous and friend- 
ly in the heart of man, has ſunk him below the 
level of a'bruie, as if he was a compoſition of all 
that was mean ſpirited and ſelfiſh, Surely, *tis'one 


lep towards acting well, io think worthily of our 
nature; and, as in common lite the way to make a 
nen honefl, is 10 luppoſe him ſo, and treat him as 


2 ſuch; 


1 SERMON. vn. 
ſuch — here, to ſet ſome value 1 upon qurſeſves, 
enables us io ſuꝑpport. ibe character, and even inſpites 
and; adds. ſentiments. of generofity and viriue 0 
thoſe which we baye already preconceived. 'The 
ſcripture, tells, that Goo, made man in his Own 
image, —— not. {ſurely in the ſenfitive and corporal 
pari ol him could bear no teſemblance with a 
3 — Spirit—but What reſemblance he 
ore Was undoubtedly in the moral reftitude, aud 
the kind and benevolent affections of his nature, 
And though. the brighineſs of this image has beben 
ſullied greatly by the. fall of man in out hilt parentz 


and the chatatdlers of it rendered Bill leſs b le by 


the many ſoperinduklions, of his own depraved 
appetites ſince.— yet 'Us a laudable pride and a true 
_ preaineſs, of wind, to cheriſh a belief, chat there is ſo 
much af chat glorious. image Qill left upon it, as ſhall 
rellram him from baſe an difyracetul actions ; ta 
anſuer y hich end, ,wnat t hgh can be more con- 
ducive.than chat of .cur, being. made 1 in the likenefs 
of the greateſt and beſt of Beings ? This is a plain 
conſequence. And the,.corjideration of it ſhould 
have 1a ſome mealuze, been A protection to human 


nature; from, the rough ulage ſhe has met with from | 


the 1 pens of h many of the French writers 
as-wellias ot. cur, own, country, who, with moxe wit 
than well meaning. have deſpatately failen ſcul up- 
on tie whole ſpecies, as, a ſet cf creatures incapable 


eier of private frierdſbip or public ſpirit, 
but 
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but juſt as the cale ſuited their dun intereſt and 
advantage. . . 40 

Tur there \ 18 ſelklnneſz 4 Wel nete enough 
in the ſouls 'of one part of the world, to? dirt the 
cretdit of the other part of it, is What I ſhall nor dif- 
pu te againft ; but to judge of the whole fromechis had 
ſupple, and, becaufe one man is plotting and. aqthul 
in his nature; or a ſecond openly” makes hitpleas 
ſure or his profit the ſole centre of alt his deſian 
or becauſe a third firait-hearted reich ſiis confrac 
within bimfſell———feels no 'misfortuties, burshoſe 
which touch himſelf; to involve he whole rage 
without mercy under fach deteſted” charatigss;:is a 
concluſion as falſe as it is pernieious j and was ian, 
general to gain credit, could ſerve no end but the 
roating out of our nature all that is generqus, and 
planting in the ſtead of it ſuch an avetffion to each 
ther, as muſt untie the bands of locieiy, and} rob us 
of one of the greateſ} plea ſuces of it, the mutual 
communications of kind offices; and by poiſoning 
the fountain, render every thing huſpetted thad Songs: 
through it. | 

To the honour of human natüte, the een 
teaches us, that Gon made man upright,—and 
though he has ſince found qut many inventions, 
which have much diſhonoured this noble ſtructure, 
yet the foundation of it ſtands as it was— he. whole 
frame and deſign of it carried on upon ſocial virtue 
and public 1 and ** member of us ſo evident- 
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I ſupported by this Rrovg cement. that we may ſay 


with the apoſile. that no man liveth to himſe 2 
In What ſoever light we view him, we ſhall fee evi- 
deny, that there is no {lation or condition of . his 


life. no office. or relation; or circum{tance, but, | 
there atiſe from. it ſo many ties, ſo many indiſ- 


penſible claims upon him, as muſt perpetually carey 


mm beyond any ſelßſh confiderarion, and ſhew plain- 


ly, that was a man fook{hly wicked enough, to deſign 
40 e 40 tumſelf alone, he would either find it im- 
prathicable, or he would loſe, at leaſt, che very thing 


Which made life itſelf deſitahle. W e know that- 


our Creator, like an all wiſe contriver, in this, as 
in-a'l other of his works. has implanted i in wankind 


ſuch appetites and inclinations as were ſuitable for. 


their ſtate; that is, ſuch as [would naturally lead him 


to the love of ſociety and friendſhip, without which, 
he would have been fourd in a worle condition 
than the very beaſts of the feld. No one, there- 
fore, who lives in ſociety, can be ſaid to live to 


himſelf, —he lives to his GOD, —to his king, and 
his country. He lives to his family, to. hu 


friends, to all under his truſt, and, in a word, he 


hes to the whole race of Eve fn what ſoever has 
che charatter of man, and wears the ſame image of 
GoD that hef does, is truly his- brother, and has a 
juſt claim io his kindneſs. — That this is the caſe 
jn fact, as well as in theory, may be made plain 
to any one Who has made any oblervations upon 
homan life,—— \Y hen we have traced it through 

| all 


argued upon with leſs exception. 
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alt its connections viewed it andet the; ſeveral” 


ter 


obligations which ſucceed each other d a perperusl 
cotation-throughthe- different ſtages of à laſty pila 
grimage, we {hall find that theſe'do operated llrongs 


y upon it, and lay us jultly under fo many'reftrancs,” 


that we ate every hour ſacrificing ſomebing to 


ſociety, in retorn for ths benefits we e v4 from 
it. 420 


To 3 this, — us ae a0 FIR ſurvey! of 


[the life of any one man (not liable to great excep- 
| tioffs, but ſuch a life as is common 16 molt 3) let us 


{examine it merely to this point, and-try how fir it 
will anſwer ſuch a tepteſentation. 8 D 416189 1 


Ir we begin with kim in that early de cheteim 


the ſtrongeſt marks of undiſguiſed tenderneſs war 
diſintereſted compaſſion ſhew themſelves— I mi 


previouſly obſerve, Wich what Tmpreſhons he is come 
out of the hands of G'op, uith the very bias upon 
his nature, which prepares him för the character” 
which he vas deſigned to fulfil. But let us paſs by 
the years which denote childhood; as no lawful 
evidence, you'll ſay, in this diſpute-; let us fob- 


low him to the period, when he is juſt got looſe 


from tutors and governors, when his attions may- re 
If you obſerve, 


you will find that one of the firſt aud leading /pro- 


penſities of his nature, is that which diſcovers itſelk 
in the deſire of ſociety,” and the ſpontaneous love 


And though the natural 


ow ards thoſe of bis Kind. 


— — _ — — 
4 ** ＋ 
. a 
_— _ — 2 a> 


85 reafon © 


0 — 8 — — eTe "I 
ye N 7-4 wet * > 
— — ñ E 5 22 * 4.4 2 * 


— p DR OTIS. 
x = — — n 9 — 9 wy 
e rr Lean 


102 SERMON VII. 


wants and exigences of his condition are, no gouby 

755 amiable impulſe, — 6 oD "Yeh 
founded that in him 3s a proviſional ſecurity t6 
make him ſocial vet though it is a reaſon ik 
nature tis a reaſon io him yet undiſcovered, 


"Youth is not apt to philoſophiſe fo deeply but 
Too as it feels iiſelf prompted by the inwarl 


werkings of benevolence-—without view to itſelf 
or previous calculation either. of the loſs or prof 
which may accrue, Agreeably to this, obſerve hoy 
warmly, how heartily he enters into Liendihipe= 


"how difintereſted, and unſuſpicious i in the choice of 
how generous and open in his profeſſions! 


them. 
how lincere' ard honeſt in making them good !— 


When his friend is in diſſreſs, — what lengths he 


will g0,—whar hazards he will bring upon himſelf, 
w—— what embaraſſment upon his affairs to extricate 
and fetve bim! If man is altogether a ſelſiſh crea 
ture (as theſe moralizers would make him) tis cer. 


tun be. does not artive at the full maturity of it, 


in this tine of his life. No. — If he r 


any accuſation, 'tis in the other extreme, That 1 1 


© his youth he is generally more FOOL than KN AUE; 
and fo far from being ſuſpected of living to him- 
ſelf, that he lives rather to every body elle ; the 


urconſciouſt.eſs of art and defign, in his OWN in- 


teniions, rendering him fo utterly void cf a fuſpicion 
of it in others, as to leave him too oft a bubble to 
every one who would take the advantage.——But 
you'll ſay, he ſcon abates of theſe tranſports of 

| diſintereſted 
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of his ſervices, 8 what 1 grant. But if he coule 


of a different kind ? Follow bim, I pray you, into 
| the next la, of life, where he has enlered into eu- 


| „the ſame benevolence of heart aliered only 


Which it tends. 
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diſintereſted love; 3 and as he grows older, -g. 
viler, and learns to live more whim(elf,,, bl, 5 5 ; hs 
Let us eXANNC — 
THAT a longer "UM Eire 1 the ARE; a 
ſome experience. of ialincerity, will teach him 
a leſſom of more caution in the choice of ftiendſhips, 
and leſs forwardneſs in the undiilinguiſhed offers 


of theſe. does he not grow warmer {till in connections 


gagements, and appears as the father of a family, 
and you will ſee the palſion till remains—the tiream 
ſum? what more confined—but runs the flronger fac 


in its courle, and the difference of objects towards 
Take a ſhort view of him in this 
light, as aling under the many tender claims which 
that relation izys upon him, ſpending many 
weary days, and ſleepleſs nights—vuuneriy | torgerful 
of himſelf, intent culy. upon his family, and with 
an anxious heart contriving and labouring to preſerve 
It trom di ltreſs, againſt that  houc when be lhall be 
aken from 11s protection, Does ſuch a one live 20 
himſelf ?-—-He who liſes eariy, late takes tell, and 
ens the bread of carefulnels, 10 ſave others the 
loirow of doing fo after him; dues ſuch a, one 
live only to hinieif P-——Ye, who are patents, 
aulwer lus quetty on for lim, 110% oft taye.ye. 


e 2 {acrificed 
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ſacrificed your health,-=your raſe ur pleaſures, 
uu, ibe very-eomorts daf wour: lives, for the 
ſake of your children ?— He many indulgeneies 
have ye given op! — What ſelf-denials, and 


In their ſickneſs, or reports of their miſconduct, 
hou have ye gone on your way ſorrowing ? What 
alarms within you; when fancy forbudes but ima- 
ginary misformnes hanging over them ?—But, when 
real ones have overtaken. them, aud \ mifcltef be- 
Fallen them in the way in which they have gone, 
bow, ſharper han à tward, have ye teit the works 
ings of parental. kiidrels ? In ' whatever- period 
of human lite e lock for proofs of ſeiſiſhneſs.— 


7 = roy 8 * R rien agent 
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whoſe whole life, when truly known, is often little 
elſe but a fucceſlion of cates, heart-aches, and 
diſquieting apprehenſrons, . 0 ſhew that 
he is but an anſtrument in the hands of Go io 
provide for the well. being of others, o ſerve thei 
intereſt as well as his on. | 

Ix you try the truth of this reaſoning upon e- 


will find it holds good in one degree or other, 

Hake a view of it ont of theſe cloſer anc 
both of a fiiend and patent. Conſidet him 
for a' monient under that natural alliance in which 
even a heathen poet has placed him, namely, that 
or a man. end as s ſuch, 10 his honour, as one 
| incapable 


difficulties have ye cheerfully wndergone for them f. 


let us not ſeck them in this relation of a parent, 


very other part or firuation of the ſame life, you 


incapable of flanding uneoncerned in, Whatever, 
concerns his fellow- creatures. Compaſſion bas 


this world are ſo conſtant an exerciſe of u, as, 10 
leave it in no one's power (who deſerves che name 
ok man, ) in this reſpett to live to imſe f. 


| the unfortunate.— The ſad ſtory of the father - 
leſs and him that has no helper muſt be heard 


fore kim and a thouſand other untold caſes of di- 
ſtrels to which the life of man is ſubjett, find a way! 
| to his heart, let intereſt guard the paſſage as it will 2 
| —if he hath this world's goods, and ſeet his 
| brother have need, he will not be able to ſhut up hi 


bourly offices, how oft he has a&ed. againſt all 
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ſo great a {hare in our nature, .and:the mifeties of: 


HE cannot flop his ears againſt. the eries of- 
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The forrowful feghing-of the priſoner will come be 


boroels of compaſſion from lum. 44h 

LET any man of common humanity look back 
upon his own life as ſubjetted to theſe ſicong claims, 
and recollect the influence they have had upon him. 
How oft the mere impulſes of generoſity and com- 
paſſion have led him out of his way In how many 
atis of charity and kindneſs, his fellow-feeling for 
others has made him forget himſelf: — In neigh- 


conſiderations of profit, convenience, nay ſometimes 
even of juſtice uſelf ? Let him add to this ac-" 


count, how much, in the progreſs of his life, has been 
given up even to the |<{ler obligations of civility and. 
good manners,—what- reſtraints they have laid 
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much of his-mchinatton. and the plan of hfe he 
ſhould melt have: withed, has from time to ume 


been made a ſectifice io his good nature and diſin. 


cna· iin to give pain or diſgult to others P 

VVI OEL R takes a view of the hfe of man in 
this glaſs wherein I have ſhewn'it, will find it 9 
be ſet and hen med in with obligations of one kind 
or other,” as 10 leave were room 40; ſuſpett, that 
man cant life tio Mme and for cloſely has our 
Creator linked us Ns (as well as all. other 
Parts of his works) for the preſervation of that 
 barmony in the frame and ſyſtem of things which 
His {dc m bas at firſt eflabhſhed,—that we fad 
this bond of mutual dependence, however relaxed, 
is too ſlrong to be broke : and believe, that the 


moll ſelſiſh' men find it is for and that they | cannut 
in facl, lite ſo much te themſelves, as the narrow- 


nes of their own hearts it elines hem. If theie 


re ſlettions are Jeſt! upom the morat relations in which 


we fiand io each other; let us eloſe the examination 

wich a fhort refletncn' upon the youu elenden in 

which we tand io Go ꝛ .. 
Tur fiſt-and more natural bought on his ſub. 


ee, which” at ene time or other wilhthraft-1ſclt 


upon every man's mind, is this. That there 15 2 
op who' made me. to wiſe gift owe all the 
powers and faculties of my ſocl, to whoſe previdence 
J owe all the' bleſſings of my life; and by. wheſe-per- 
million it is that I exerciſe and engoy 1 them ;—:hat | 
am 


-how 
e he 
time 


liſin. 


an in 
it 10 
kind 
that 
our 
other 
that 
ich 
Had 
xed, 
the 
nnct 
rou. 
the'e 
F hich 
ation 
n in 


ſub. 
itſelf 
18 2 
| the 
ence 
pet. 


nat! 


am 


| ſhort. in the execution of a wicked purpole; aud 
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zm placed in this world as a creature of but a day, 
hallening to the place from whence I ſhall not 
return ih J am accountable for my con- 
duct and behaviour to this greateſt and uiſeſt 
of Beings; before whoſe judgment- eat 1 muſt fi- 
nally appear, and receive the. things done in my 
body, whether they ate goud, or whether they 
are bad. Tie | 3 

Can any one doubt, but the moſt inconſi- 
derate of men ſometimes fit down covly, and make 
ſome ſuch plain re flections as theſe upon their flate 
and condition ?—or that, afier they have made 
them, can one imagine they looſe all effect? As 
liitle appearance as there is of religion in the world, 
there is a great deal of its influence felt in us 
aflairsnar can one ſo root out the principles of 
it, but, like naiure, they wut return again, and 
give checks and interruptions to guilly purſuits, 
There are ſeaſons when the thonghts of a juil Gov 
overlooking, and the terror of an after reckoning, 
have made the. molt determined tremble, and ſtop 
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if we conceive that the worſt of men lay ſome re- 
ſtraint upon themſelves from the weight of this 
principle, what ſhall we think of the good and vir- 
tuous part of the world, who live under the perpe- 
tual iufluerce of u, who facrifice their ap- 
petites and paſſions from a conſcience of their 
duty to COD; and conlider him as the object to 
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whom they have dedicatsd their ſervice, and 
make that the firſt principle, and ultimate end 
of all their aftions !— How many real and 
unaffeted inſtances there are in the world of men 
thas governed, will not concern. us ſo much to 
enquire, as to take care that we are of the number: 8 
which may Gow grant for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, Þ 
Amen, | Cr; 20 
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| I returned and ſaw under the ſun, that the race is 


not to the Jwitt.—nor tn: battle to the ſtrong, 
neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches 
to men of underſtanding, nor yet favour to 


men of till. but time and chance happeneth 
to them all. WS, | 


W HEN: a man caſis a look upon this melancholy 

deleription of the world, and lees, contrary to 
all his gue les and expectations, What different fates 
attend the hves of men, how oft ut happens i in 


the world, that there is not even bread to the wiſe, | 
vor rich io men of underſtanding, &c. ——he is 


apt to conclude with a. ſizh upon it, —in the words, 
though not in the ſenſe of the wiſe man, that 
time and chance happeneih to them all. That 
ume and chance. apt leaſons and fit conjunc- 
tures have the greateſl {way, in the turns and dif. 
poſals of men's fortunes ; and that, as theſe lucky 


huz 
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his (as they , are call ed) happen io be for, or againſi] 
a man,—ibey either open the, way to his advance. 
ment againſt all. obſtacles, or block it up again} 
all helps and attempis ; that, as the text intimate), 
neither 410 0h, nor underſranding, nor e ihall 
be able to fun mount them 

However widely we, may differ in our re a. 
ſonings | upon this obſervation of Solomon's, the a u- 
thoruy of the obſervation is firong beyond dou' dt, 
and the evidence given of it in all ages ſo alternate 
confirmed b examples and complaints, as to lea ve 
the fact itfelf ut quellionable,——T bat things eue 
carried on in this world ſometimes ſo contrary to all 
our reaſunings, and the ſeeming probabilitics of 1: 1c- 
cels. ,—ihat even the race. is not. to the ſwift, nor the 
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nor yet bread to the wile, who ſhould lcalt ſtand in 
want of it nor yet tiches c men of undetſta ad- 
ing, who you woud thi: "k belt qual; :ficd, 10 acq! lite 
them. — dor yet favour 16 men of kill, whoſe u. elit 
and preientes bid the taireſt for i, Eon that ih eie 
ate ſome {ecret and uuſeen workings in a human af ⸗ 
fairs, which baffle all our endeay outs, and uin 
alide the couiſe of things, in ſucli a manner, —— 
that the noi likely. cauſcs dileppoint and fail of b 19- 
duciu for us the effect whi ich we wiſhed and natui . 
| J. expetted from them. | 6 

You will {re a mai, of whom, was you to Nn 


a  conjetlure from che 4 patras ces of dungs in Bis 
| favcui, 


battle to the Hrong, —nay, what is Itranger Kin — 


| every eſſett you might naturally have looked for, 


le ſhall riſe early, —late take reſt. —and eat; the 


talents to procure him either the one or the other. 
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Favour,-—y ou. would ſay was ſetting out in the world, 
with the faireſt proſp ectof making his fortune, | in it ; 
— Vith all the eivanttages'g f Pot. to recommend 
bim, —of peifogak merit 10 WE for bim and 
of friends to help and puſh him forwards ;- yo will 
behold” him, notwith. landing this, diſappointed: is 


from them; every. flep he takes towards his advances 
ment, ſamething inviſible ſhall pull him back, ſoine 
unforeſeen obllacle ſhall riſe up perperually in his 
way, and keep him cheie.— In, every application he 
makes —fome untoward circumſtance ſhall. blaſt is, 
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bread of carefylneſ——vet ſome happier man ſhall 
fil ne up, and ever ſep i in betore bim, and; leave 
him frypgling, to the end of bo Ew! in the very. 
ſame place in which he firſi beg ge 

Tax hiſtory of a ſecond, al! in al reſpetts ; 
the contrall to "his. He hall come into. the. world 
wich the moſt uopromiſing appearance, hall ſer for- 
wards without fortune, without friends, without 


Nevertheleſs, you will ſee this cleuded proſpeth 
brighten up inſenſibly, unaccountably before ham; 
every thing preſented in his way: ſhall, tro out be- 
yond his expektations; ; in ſpite of that chain of, 
unſurmountable 3 which fiiſt threatened him, 
time and chance ſhall open him a W) —4 


[cries of ſucceſsful occurrences ſhall lead him by i; 
han 
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142 SERMON VIII. 
band to the ſummit of honour and fortune; and, in 
a word, without giving him the pains oft binking, or 


che credit of projecting it, ſhall place him in fafe 


poſſeſſion of all that ambition could with for. 


Tu hiſtories of the lives and fortunes er men 
- where favour- 
able times and lucky accidents have done for them, 


are full of inſtances of this nature, 


what wiſdom-or {kill could not; and there is ſcarce 
any one who has lived long in the world, who, upon 
looking backwards, will not diſcover ſuch a mixture 


of theſe in the many ſucceſsful turns which have hap. 


pened in his life, as to leave him very little reaſon to 


diſpute againſt che fact, and, I ſhould hope be little 
upon the concluſions to be arr from it. ; 


Sexe, indeed, from a ſuperficial view of this re. 


preſentation of things, have atheiſtically 'inferred, — 
that becauſe there was ſo much of lottery 1 in this life 
—and mere caſuality ſeemed to have ſuch a ſhare 
in the diſpoſal of our affairs, —that the providence of 
Gov ſtood neuter and unconcerned in their feveral 
workings, leaving them to the mercy of time and 
chance to be furchered or diſappointed as fuch blind 
agerits directed. Whereas in truth the very oppo- 


ſite concluſion follows. For confider,—if a fupe-_ 
rior intelligent Power did not ſometimes crols and 
over-rule events in this world, —then our policies 
and defigns in itt would always Anifüer according 10 
ne wildem and ſtratagem in which they were laid, 
and every e in the courſe of ys wouls pro- 


duce 
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in ¶ duce its natural effect, without variation. Now 45. 
or [| this is not the caſe, it neceſſarily. follows from Solo- 
fe mon's reaſoning, that, if the race is noi to ta the ſwift, 
Ni knowledge and learning. do not always ſecure men 
en from want, nor care and induſtry always make men 
ir. rich,. nor art and {kill infallibly make men high 
n. in the world: that there is ſome other cauſe. which. 
ce wingles itſelf in human affairs, aud governs, and 
on If turns them as it pleaſes: which cauſe can be no. o- 
re Þ ther than the Firſt Cauſe of all things, and the ſecret, 
ip. I} ard over-culing providence of chat Almighty, Gon, 
to bo, though his dwelling is io high, yet he humbleth, 
tle himſelf to behold ihe things that are done in earth, 
I niſing up the aut of the duf}, . and lifting the. 
e- beggar from 14 W and contrary to ali hopes, 
— Þ puung, him with princes, even with, the princes..of. 
ifs | bis people; j which, by the way was the caſe of. Da- 
are vid, who makes the, acknowledgement And no 
or loabi- gone reaſon why, Go p has ſeletted to his own, 
a1 dupoſal, ſo many inſlances as. this, where events 
nd bave cun counter i0 all probabiluies, ,]! to give te- 
ind ſtimony 10 his providence in governing the world, and. 
do- 0 engage us 10 a conſideration and dependence alen ; 
pe it, for the event and ſucceſs of out undertaki 
ind For undoubtedly—as 1 ſaid, it. ſhould ſeem but u 
ie: dle 10 nature's laws, that the race ſhould ever be 0 
10 the ſwift, —and the balile co the trong; ii is ceaa 
il ſonable tha the belt conſiv ane; aud means hs 


* Vide Tuer 5 Sermon on this subject. 
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114 SERMON VIE 
have beſt. ſucceſs; and ſince it often falls out Cu 
therwiſe in the caſe of man, where the wiſelt pro. 
jects are overthrown, and the moſt hopeful mean 
are blaſted, and ume and chance happens to all ;—, 
you mult 1 in tbe. Deuy to untie this kgot ;—far 


tho” at ſundry limes—ſundry events fall ou—which 
we, who look no farchet than. the events themſelves, 


call. chance, becauſe they, fall out quite contrary: bol 
to. our intentions, and our hopes, ——yet,, at iht 


ſame time, in teſpebt of Gop/'s providence over. 


ruling in theſe events, it were profane to, call then! 


chance, for {hey are pure deſignation, and thoug|1 


Invikble, are (ill the regulac diſpenſations of the ſur 
periniending , power ob that 5 01 55 Being, from 
whom, all the laws and powers of nature ate deri- 
ved, who, as he has appointed,—ſa bolds them a 


— "hc ench in his hand; and. without: inyading the 


uber ty and: free · will of his Creatures, can wra th& 


paſſions and deſices of their hearis to fulfill his own || 


righteouſneſo; and work luch. ellelts in human, affairs, 
which. to us ſeem mere} y. caſual, . but io him, cet- 
tain and. deteimined, 92 what his infinite . waſdom 
ſecs; neceſſary. o be brought about for the governs 
ment and preſervation of the world, over which Pro. 
vidence perpetually prelides. LES | 
WurN the ſons of Jacob had call 2s Dickey 


Joleph into the | pit for his dellruttion, one wou 
think, if ever any incident which concerned the lif; 


of man, deſerved to be called chance, u was this · 


That 


| _ 
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rig 
That the company of Iſhmaelites ſhoyld happen to 
pals by, in that open country, at that very place, at 
that ii me too, when this barbarity was committed. 


After he was teicued by ſo favourable a contingeney, 
bis liſe and future fortune {till depended upon a 


ſeries of contingencies equally improböble! for in- 


flance, bad the buſineſs of he Iſhmaetues who bought 
him, carried them from Gilead, to any other part of 
the world beſides Egypt or, when they arrived 
there, had they fold their bond-flave to any other 
man but Potiphar, throughout the whole empire, 
or, after that diſpoſal, had the urjult accufations of 
his maſter's wife caſt the youth into ary other dun- 
geon than that where the king's priſoners were kept, 
—or had it fallen out at any other criſis than 'when 
Paaraoh's chief butter was colt there t063—had this, 
or any other of taeſe events fallen out (otherwiſe 
than it did, ga ſeries of unmerited misfortunes had 
overwhelmed him, —and, in conſequenee, the whole 


* * 


land of Egypt and Canaan. © From che firſt open. 
ing, to the concluſion of this long and inte reſting 
tranſafhon, the Providence of Gb (uffered every 
thing to take 11s courſe. , © The malice and cruelty of 


Joſeph's brethren wrought the worſl miſchief agarnft 


him; bawiſhed him from his country and the pre- 
tection of his parent. — The luſt and baſeneſs of a 
dilappointed woman ſunk him ſlill deeper” —boadadd 
bis charafter dr ith an unjuſt re ptosch, Lad to cbm- 
plate his ruin dbomed him, frieudlets, to the miſeries 


of 
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116 SERMON. VIII. 1 
of a hopeleſs priſon, here he lay negletted.—Pis: 
vidence, though it did not erois theſe) events, — yet 
Providence bent them to the moſt merciful ends; 
When the „hole DRAMA was opened, then the 
viſdom and contrivance of every part of ii was diſ. 
played, Then it appeared, it was not they (as the 
patriarch inferred in conſolation of his brethren, ) it 
was not they that fold him, but GOD tuns He 
ſent him thither before them; This ſaperintending 
power availed iiſelf of their paſſions, directed the 
operations of them, held the chain in his hand, and 
turned and wound it io his own purpoſe; Me ver- 
ly thought evil againſt me,. but GOD meant it 
for good ;—ye had the guilt of a bad intention, 
his Providence the glory of accompliſhing a good 
one, —by preſerving you a poſterity upon the earth, 
und bringing to paſs, as it is tis aay, to ſave much 
people alive.” All hiſtory is full of ſuch teftimg- 
mes, which though they may codvinte thoſe Who 
look no deeper than the ſurface of things, that time 
and chance happen to all, —yet to thofe who look 
deeper, they manifelt at the ſame time, that there is 
a hand much buſier in human affairs than what we 
vainhy calculate; which though the projectors of 
this world overlock, —or at leaſt make no allowance 
for in the: formation of their plans, they generally 
find it in the execution of them. And though the 
fataliſt may urge, that every event in this life is 
brought about by the miniſtry and chain of natural 
cauſes. Mel, in anſwer, let him go one flep bigber 
| | — and 
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—and conſider, whoſe power it is that enables 


theſe cauſes io · work, —hoſe knowledge ii is, that 


fore ſees what will be their effects, whoſe good- 
neſs it is, ihat is inviſibly conducting them forwards 
to the beſt and Wen cds a the . mrs _- ns 


” creatures. i 


- 8 e ere 


So that, as a great a e julliy diſtinguiſhes 
upon this point. It is not only feligioufly £ 
ing. but with the ſlrideſt and molt philoſophical 
truth of expreſſion, that the ſcripture tells us, that 
GOD commanaeth the ravens, —that they are his 
directions which the winds Pee the ſeas obey. If 
his ſervant hides himfelf dy the brook, ſach an or- 
der of cauſes and effects ſhall be laid that the 
fowls of the air ſhall miniſter to his luppori. When 
this reſource fails, and his prophet- 1 is directed to go 
to Zarephath,—— for that he bas commanded a wi- 


dow wornan: there to ſuſtain; him, — the ſame hand 


which leads the prophet io the gate of the city. 
ſhall lead forch the diſtreſſed widow to the ſame 
place, to take him under her roof; and, though 
upon che nnpulle of a different occaſion; ſhall ne ver- 
theleſs be made 10 fulhi his promiſe and intention of 
their mutual prefervation.“ 

Ius much for the unth and 31jufleaciod of this 
great and fundamental doftrine' of a: Providence 
tne belief of which is of ſuck conſequence to us, 
. to be the great ſupport and comfort of our 
wes. 

4 he lore might the Plalmiſt upon this 

decla- 
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118 SERMON VIII. 
declaration, that the Lord is King conclude, that 
the earth may be glad therefore; yea, the multitude 

of the iſles may — glad thereof. 

May Gov grant the perſuaſion may make us 

as virtuous, as it has reaſon to make us joy ſul; and 
that it may bring forth in us the fruits of good living, 

to his praiſe and glory !—to whom be all might, 
majeſty, and dominion, naw and for evermore, As 

men. | 
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Tne Character of Herod * „ 


| MATTHEW K 175 1 , 

Nen was / ullled that which was ſboken by Jere- 
my the prophet; saying, In Rama was there 
a voice h:ard. lamentation, and weevin.: and 
great mourning 3; Rache! weeping jor her c 1. 


are not. 


5 18 
- . 2 * 2 


4 


HE ſs. Br TY ES Pirobees Sites le as 
tulilled' by the crucliy aud athbiffon of Hlerod! 
=are in the 31ſt chaptet 'of Tefemith, the 1 0k 

In the foregoing chapter, the prophet having 
eclared GoD's intention of turning 
Pts people into joy, by the rettoration of the rides 
which had been led away capiive inis Babylon; he 
proceeds, in the beginning of this chapter, which 
contains this prophecy, to give a more partucu! lar 
deſcription of the great joy and feſlivity of that pro- 
miſed day, when they were to return once more ta 


Vol. "Ts weit 


erie, 


Preache on Innocents Day, 


dren, and would not he Confirm * T wy | 


the mourning 
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100 SERMON IX. 


their own land, to enter upon their ancient poſſel. 
ſions, and enjoy again all the privileges they - hal ere 
loſt, and, amongſt others, and what was. above 
them all, —ihe favour and protetlion of Gon, anti 1 
the continuation of his merties- to ec and ther Merc 
poſterny.-. 

To make therefore the impreſſion of this chang 
ſtronger upon their minds—he gives a very pathei 
repreſentation of the preceding ſorrow on that day 
Wien they were firſt led away captive. 

3 Hus ſaith the Lord, A voice abet in Re of 

; lamentation and bitter weeping, + Rachel weep- Aten 
bog: "hg her children, refufng to be corplanteds be · Wihe 
cauſe they were not. now 

To enter into the full ſenſe ad, r of du i. 
deſcription, it is to be remembered that the tomb of of W real 
Rachel, Jacob's beloved wife, as we read in the 354MWer h 
of Genelis, Was ſavated bear Rama, and. betwixt this 
that place and- Bethlehem. Updn which circum- 
Rence, the prophet raiſes one of the maſt afteching tatie 
ſcenes that could be conceived; for as the tribes, in alto 


their forrowful' journey beiwigt Rama and Beible - give 


hem, in their way to Babylon, were ſup poſed i 
pals by this monumenta pillar of their anceſtor Re 
chel, Jacob's wife, he prophet; by a comma 
liberty in rhetoric, introduces her as riſing up out- 
her ſepluchre; 3 and, as the common mother, of 00 

of their tribes, weeping for ber children, bew. auling 
the fad exteſtiophe of ber: polts ry ted array ina wep 


1 4 ange proj 
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oſſel ſrange land, refuſing to be comforted; becauſe they 
F. ere not. — loſt and cut off from their country, and 
above 


n all likelihood, vevet to be reſiored back to her agein. 
Tus Jewiſh i interpreters. ſay upon this, thay the 
ariafch Jacob buried Rachel in this. very place, 
forſeeing, by the ſpirit of prophecy, chat his po- 
ſterity ſhould that way be led. captive, that the 
might, as they paſſed her inteccede for them, — 

Bur this fanciful ſuperſtrutture upon the oalſage, 
ſeems to be litile elſe than a mere dream of ſome 
of the Jewiſh dottors; and indeed, had they not 
dreamt it when they did, tis great odds but ſome of 
be: ide Romiſh dreamers. would have hit upon it before 
ow. For as it favours the dockrine of interceſſions 
| Wit if chere had not been undeniable vouchers for the 
mb alf real inventors of the conceit, one ſhouid much ſoon- 
35% er have fought for ii among the oral tradidons of 
will chis church, than in the Talmud, where it is. 
cum. Bur chis by the by. There is ſtill another interpre- 
ding ¶ tation of the words here cited by St Matthew, which 
£3, u altogether excludes this ſuenical repreſentation I have 
given of them. — By which tis thought that the lamen- 
d ation of Rachel here deſcribed, has no immediate re- 
Kr ference to Rachel, Jacob's wife, but thai it ſimply 
mai alludes to the forrows uf her deſcendanis, the dilltel- 
1120 led mothers of the tribes of Benjamin and Ephraim, 
b who might accompany their children led into cap - 
lng f tivicy, as far as Rama in their way to Babylon, who 
ma wept and wailed upon this fad occaſion ;. and, as ihe 
ange prophet deſcribes them in the perſon of Rachel, re- 

G 2 tuhns 


122 SERMON IX. 
fuſing to be be comforted for the loſs of her chi. but 
qten, looking upon their departure without _ o WW by 
proſpeQ-of ever beholding a return 0 the! 
WnIcHEZ VER of the two ſenſes you give the con 
words of the*propher, the application of them by the fo 
evangeliſt is equaily juſt and fauhful. For as Ihe tha 
Frmer ſcene he relates, was traaſaſſed upon the the 
very ſame ſtage; in the fame diſtrict of Betblehen 
year Rama vbere ſo many morhers of the ſame n 
tribe now ſuffeted this Tecond moſt affecting blov- — 
the words of Jeremiah. as the evangeliſt obſerve, M 
were literally accompliſhed; and, no doubt, 1 in that cen 
horrid day, a veiee Was heard again in Rama, lamen- kir 
tation and bitter weeping Rachel weeping for Þ — 
her children and refuſing to be comforted ;—every N of 
Be'hblemitſh mother involved in this calamity, be- for 
folding 1 it wich hopeleſs ſorrow—pave | vent to 1t— te 
each-one be wailing her children, and lamenting the bh 
hardneſs of their lot, with the-anguiſh of a heart as Þ — 
inc able of conſolation, as they were of redreſs, w 
Monſler could no conſideration of all this tendet le 
lorrow ſtay thy hands Y Could no reſlettion- upon Þ m 
o much buter lamentation, throughout the coaſts of p1 
Bethlevem, interpoſe and plead in behalf of ſo many o 
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wietched objects, as this tragedy would make 
Was there no way open to ambition, but that thou 
mul rampie upon the affeftions of natute P Could 
no pity” for the innocence! of childhood no 
ſompatliy for the yearnings of parental love, incline I = 
_ 0 > foe * other * tor thy ä p 
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SERMON IK t2g 
but thou muſſ thus pitilefsly ruſh intake the victim 
by violence ear it from the embraces of the mo- 
ter offer it up befdre her eyes leave ber dif- 
conſolate for ever broken hearted with a loſs — 


fo affecting in irfelf ſo circumſtaneed wich hot ror, 


that no time, h6w- friendly ſoe ver to the maurnful 
ſhould ever be able to wear out the impreſlion? 
TuERE is nothing in which the mind of man :5 
more divided chan in accounts of this horrid nature. 
Fot „hen we conſider man as fafhioned by his 
Maker — innocent and uprigm— faſt of the 
tendereſt dilpofitions with a heart inclining him to 
kindneſs, and the love and protèction of his ſpecies 
— this idea of him would almoft ſhake the credit 
of ſuch acconnts'; fo that to clear them we are 


forced io take a ſecond view of man =vety d ſſe- 


rent from this favourable one, in which we inſenſi- 


| bly repreſeni him to our imaginations; that is 
{ ——we are obliged to conſider him not as he 
was made but as he is —a creature, by the vio - 
lence and irregularity of his paſſions, capable of be- 


mp peryerted from all theſe friendly and bene volent 
propenſmies; and (ometimes hurried into exceſfes ſo 
oppolice to them, as to render the moſt unnatural 


and horrid accounts of what he does but too proba- 


ble. Fhe truth of this obſervation will be exempli- 
hed in ther eaſe before us. For; next to the faith 
and character of the' hiſforian who reports ſuch fats, 


the particular character of the perſon who com- 
mitied them, is to be conſidered as a voucher for 
heir 
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124 SERMON IX. 
their truth and credibility and if, upon:enquiry! 
11 af. that the man atted but conſillent with 
him: felt. and juſt as you would haye expetied 
from his principles, —the credit of the Hiſturian.is 
reflored, —and,.the..fabt related lands; inconiellible 
10 m wy brong and Aupearring an evidence on itz 

ide. — 


79 aß born to T1126 UA Vii .es 


— — 


WI T8 this xiew, it; ay not be an unacreptable 


applica on, of the cemaining part, of a diſcourſe upon 
$215 day, 10, give you a- ſketch! of-the-;cbaraQter. of 
1. ; eras), not as drawn from ſotipiute. for i in general 
it furryſhes.us wath few;materjals. for ſueh deſcriptions; 

che. ſagred ſetipture cuts Elf in few words the 
biflory of the, upgodly, how great ſocvet they were 
In the ez es of ih. world, and on the other hand 
dwells largely upon the {nalie aclions of the righte 
ou. e lind all che circumſtances of the lives of 
Abraham, 1taac, Jacob, and Joſeph, recorded in the 
minuteſt manner. The wicked ſeemjonly mentiou- 
ed with regret x. juſt brough upon the tage, on pur- 


pole to be condemned. be uſe and a WS 1 c 


which condugt is, 1 ſuppoſe, the xeaſoun- 
in penexal-it enlarges on, no character, but * 15 
worthy of imitation, Lis however undeniable, that 
the lives of bad men are not without uſe : =—and 
wheneyer ſuch a one is drawn, not with a corrupt 
View to be admired———but on purpole to he deteſſed 
it mull excite. luch a horror againl}, vice, as will 


rike induetly the . ſame good impreſſi n. And 


{hcugh i it is painful un the laſt degree to paint a man 
V ee Oh Wm a 9g | 


dferent from each other. If you locked on the more 


S RRMON IX. 95 


1a the ſnades which his vices have caſt upon him,— 
yet-when it et ves this end; and at che fame time 
illuſtrates à point in fagres kiſtory—ir carries ich 
own excuſe whit, No AE 

'Tu1s Herod;: "SPA of whom the g 
ſpeaks, if you take a ſuperficial view of his life, you 
would ſay was a compound of good and evil; ;—that 
though he was certainly a bad mari, ,—yet you would 
think the maſs was tempered- at the ſame ume with a 
mixture of good qualities: So that, in courſe, As is not 
ucommon he would appear with two charatters very 


BS th. aa. 


favourable ſide, you would ſee a man of great addreſs 
popular in his behaviour —generous, prince lks 
in his entertainments and expences, and, in a word, 
ſet off with all ſuch vittueꝝ and ſhewy properties, as 
bid Weiner the countenance and es of the 
world. © | 

Vow him in md. n bt, he was an ambitious, 
getigning: man,—ſuipicious of All the world, —rapa- 
cis, ——nplacable in his temper,—withour ſenſe 
of relizion, of feeling of hu many. Now, in al 
ſuch compiex charecters as this, he Way the 
world uſually judges is,. — o ſum up yrs 0p and the 
bad againſt each aw —dedut the leſſer of theſe 
articles trom. the greater; and (as we do in paſſing o- 
ther account) give credit to the man for what remains 
upon the, balance. Now, though this ſeems a fair. — 
yet I tear it is Often a fallacious eckoning.hich, 
though! it may ſerve i in many ordinary caſes of private 
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1e5 5 SE RN MON IX. 
life; yet will not hold priod in the more notoribus in- 
ſtances f inen's tives; e efpetially ben o compcated 
ich gbod and bad!” as to exceed all' c mmon hounds 
and proportions. | Not to be deceived in ſuch caſes, 
we muff work bY «different rule, hieb though it may 
app ear tefs eardit, yet, to make amends, I am 
perſuaded wilf britg us in general much mearet tothe 
ane we want, which is truth. The way 0 
which iin all judgments. of this kind, to diſtinguiſii 
and cart y in y eye, the prineipal and ruling paſſion 
which feadethe chiracter Land feparate' that f om the 
o her paris of it;—and'then take notice; how far his 
other qualities, gocd and bad, are brought to ſerve 
and ſupport” that. För wont of this diltinction, we 
often think ourſelve es inconſiſtent creatures when ve 
are (the fartheſt fröm it; and alt the varie: y of ſhapes 
and eenfradietofv uppeiranees we put on, are in truth 
but ſo many different N 8 to roa the ſame 
governing” appetite. dr: 
Wir II this clew, let us bt to unravel thi 
character of Hlerod as here given 
Tut firft thing which tines one in it, Jewabltion 
an immoderate theft, as well as jealouſy, of powery 
how fpcbnßilfent f66ver in other paris, bis eharacter 
appear invariable i in this, and every action att his life 
was true to ii From henee we may vemure 10 cons 
clude, that this was its: rulir g paſſion, end chat 
myſt, it net all he other heels, were put in motion 
by this firſt ſpricg. . Now let us conſider — far this- 
was the cafe ib ft. e 
To 
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in. To begin wich the worlt part of him-——1 (aid be 
od m man of u ſenſeof religion, axlat FRE no other 
ids. ſenſe of it, but a hat which ſerved: hi turn fort be 
ss recorded io hive built temples in ſudea, and erętt- 
ay: Ned images in them for idolatrous! wöürſnip- guad from 
am; W+ perſuaſion of doing right, for he was. bred-a Joy, 
hed conſequently taught 10 abhor all idolatry, hut 
to Ne was in truch ſacrificing all this lime (%% greater | 
iſh dot of his On, his ruling paſſi ont: or, if we may 
on truſt Joſephus, his ſole view in ſo gras a, compliance 
be us io ingratiste himſelf wih Lagullus, and the 
hu great men of Raine, from whom he held bis Per. 
e — Wah chis he was greedy and rapacious: 
we ſhow could he be otheryile, with fo devouring an ap- 
we ¶ peiue as ambition to provide for ?—He, was jealous 
pes in his nature, and ſuſpicious of all the world——Shew 
uh me an ambitious, man that is not ſo; for as ſuch a man's 
me band like Iſhmaelts, 1 is agazaſt; every. zman, he con- 

Ncludes chat ay man's s hand n coc is e 
his hun. 5 

6 Few men were ever N of more 4 
on; Nadts of crueliy and yer the particular inſtances of 
ery Item in Herod were ſuch as he was -hurried'1 inio by 
Ger Ie alarms this waking paſhon perpetnally gave him. 
life lle pur the whole Sanhedrim 10. the ſyord—(pering 
ons" peer age, or wifdom, or merit, —rone cannot ſup- 
that pole ſimply from an inclination to-cruelty no, e 
ion ad oppoſed the eltabliſh ment of his Per: at N 
this Alem. | 

| Hrs own. _ two hopeful youths, he. cut off 40 
To | | a | vblic 


728 SERMON IX. 
a public 1 -The worſt men have natiiri 
affe klion- ray a flroke as this wo, tun 5 


contrary 0 5 faJural workings of it, chat you art 
forced 10 fuppofe thecimpulſe of fake more violen 
worn on o over-rule aud conquer it. — And fo i 
s, for ihe Jewiſh hifloriat tells us, Was jealouſy d 
ae dailitig object Ef which he feared 
they would ore day or giber diſpoſfeſs him ful 
ficient inducement to tranſport a mon of luch a tem 
per into the bl: odielt exceſſes. | 
Tuvs far this one fatal and enter agant pelo 
accounts for the datk fide of Herod's charatier, Thi 
guverning principal. being ficl} laid pen —all his 6. 
mer bad actions follow in courſe, like ſo mary 
ſympiomatic N from the ſame diliemper. 

Lear us fea, if his was not the ww ever of bj 
victues too. 

Ar full ſight i it hems A Wyle 3 4 man; 
fo, black as Herod has been chus Gr de ſeribed 
ould be able to ſupport himſelf in the favour and 
friendſhip of fo wile and peneirating a body of men 
as the Roman ſenate, of whom he held his power, 
To counterbalance. the weight of fo bad and detelied 
a chatatte— and be able to bear ut up as Herod did, 
one would think he matt have been maller ol ſome 
great ſecret worth enquiring after—he was fo. But 


that {ecret was no other than what appears on this. 


1everſe of his character. He was a perſon of 
great addreſs popular in his outward behaviour. 
— lie was generous, princel ke in his nn, 
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SE RMO 55 EX; 
in expences...., The world was: 17 comupf, at. 
call, 9s; mad Herod. under 5 er Vat 
nat price it Was to be beught—an; pa es 
vould, bid the bighel for us, 8999 word — appro: 
baion. A; 590 Fe Fey" 1 
Aup in Dub, LU EY this, matter 0 well— 
hat notwitbllanding the-general odiuny and, pr pul; 
ſeſlon which atoſe agaioſt (o hateful a chara e — 
of of alLabe ill impreſſions, fram lo ,mpny ler 
peated complaints of his cruel les and oppte ſſiops — 
he yet ſtemmed the: torre and by the fc 
diſplay. of ibeſe popular virtues, bare himlel 
againſt it all his: life. So chat, at lepgih,, wh en 
be was ſummoted 40 Rome 10 anſwer for his, crimes 
—— Joſephus. tells, us—;hat by the. mere magniſi- 
cence of lus ex pences and the, apparent, generoh'y 
of kis behaviour, ——he enticely conſuted the whole 
charge and fo ingratiated hiqſel with the Ro- 
wan lenate and won. the heart of Aygaltus (as 
ke had that. of Anthony; before) that, he ever. after 
had his favaus and. kindneſs which I canngt n men 
tion without adding, that it is an eternal (tain, upon 
the character and memary of Auguſtus, that he lol 
his countenance, and protection to fo bad a man, bop 
lo mean and, baſe a. conlideration, .... .,, Ws 

From chis point, of view, if we look, b ack, pan 
Harod-—p-his, bell, qualities, will thoock, into lute 
ian; and, how Elitteting. Lever. ig appegfagge, 


45 


when brought o this balance, we found Wanlng 


fai HUhest, we won {1 nt vlog, be, dece'- 


ved 
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790 SERMON 1X; 


ved i in the value of any virtue or ſet of viitues in ſs 
complex a charagter e mult call them to this 
very account; examine hom ihey ſerve, wha 
paſſion aud what principle they have for ĩheit maſter; 
When this is underſtood, the whole clew is un. 
cavelled at once, and the fler of Herod, a 
licated as it is given us in hiſſory— hen the 
5nalvſed, i is ſummed up in three words That ti 
wds d man of unbounded ambition, who "ſtuck at 


| nothing to gratify t ſo that not only his vices were 


miniſterial to kis culing paſſion, but his virtues coo (f 
they deferve the name) were - f. and lille 
into the ſame ſervice. 

Tus much for the tharafter' 4 n 
critical tevie M of which has many obvious uſes, 0 
which I may truſliyou, having time dit wo mention 
that patticular one which firlt led me into this exa- 
inination, namely, that all obje&Hions agaipſt the 


evangeliſt” s account of this days {laughter of the 


Beihlcinitiſſi infants from the incredibility of ſo 
hortid an account—are ſilenced by this account of 
the man; ſince, in this, he afted but like himſelf, 
and jufl fo as you would expect in the an 
ilances, from every man of ſo ambuious a head—and 
fo bad a heart.—Confider, what havoc ambition 


has made———how often the ſame tragedy has been 
atled upon larger theatres-—where not only the 


innocence of childhood——or the grey hairs of ihe 
aged, have found no protettion———but whole 
countries, wuhout diſlinttion. have been put to the 

{word, 


in ſg 

this 
what 
ſer; 


, 4 
thuy 
t bt 
46 
were 
> (if 
ified 


the 
s, 10 
tion 
exa- 
the 
the 
f fo 
t of 
(elf, 
um- 
and 
100 
cen 
the 
the 
vie 
the 
id, 


Chr iſt, Ame Vs 


Yo I.. Vs 


SERMON IX. 


ord, or, what is as cruel, have been driven forih 
o nakedneſs and famine, to make wa 
nder the guidance of this paſſion—-F 
of this, reflect up the fory related by Plutarch; 
hen, by order of he Roman ſenate, ſeventy: popu- 
Jous cities were unawares ſacked and deftroyed, at 
ne prefixed hour, by P. ÆEmilius, ——by whom 
dne hundred and fifty thouſand unha 
ere driven in one day ĩato captivity —to be ſold to 
he higheſt bidder,” io end cheit days j in cruel labour 
and anguiſh, As aſtoniſhing as the account before 
is, it vaniſhes e from ſuch views ; fince 
it is plain from all hiſtory, that there is no. wicked- 
neſs too great for ſo unbounded a oauſe, and that the 
moſt horrid, accounts in hiſtory are, as 1 ſaid _ 
but too probable. effects of ir. 

May God of his mercy defend mankind flom 
future experiments of this kmd——and grant we 


nay make a proper uſe of thee for the fake of Jeſus 
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and Troubles of Life considered. 

4 198 1 7 10g 40 1 811 . r 

. 25} Note wer bore !0115209- D&O 

. 5 { WN x 121 OB. XIV, I, 2. . 4 entr 
Man that ts born of a woman, is cf ſez days, ani neis 


full of trouble: He cometh jorth, like a flower 


continueti not. 


— * 71 2 If 5 * . * 3 
and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a ſhadow, ani eve 


Jo 1 Was 


T: HERE. is ſomething in this refleQion of hol 
1 * Job's upon the ſhorineſs of life, and in{labilinW wh 


wy, 


| of human affairs, ſo beautiful and truly ſublime; a WW 


that one might challenge the writings of the mol to 
celebrated otators af antiquity, to, produce a ſpec I rit 
men of eloquence, ſo noble and thoroughly affecting 
Whetker this effect be owing in ſome meaſure 1» 
the. pathetic nature of the ſubjeft reflefted on; « 


WI 
to the Eaſtern manner of expte ſlion, in a flyle mo — 
exalied 2nd ſuitable to ſo great a ſubjeQ, or (which ff pr; 
the more likely account) becauſe they are proper ſe 
the words of that Being, who firſt inſpired wan wih of 
language, and taught his mouth to utter; who open} bi 
ed the lips of the dumb, and made the tongue d b 

- the infant eloquent ;———to which of theſe we zu in 
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to refer hl beauty and ſublimity of this, as wel] as 


that of numberleſs other paſſages in holy writ, may 
not ſeem now material: "bat ſurely, without theſe 


and noble Fefleions upon the ſhortneſs of life, and 
inſtability of human affairs, than Job was, W 
hunſelf waded through ſuch a ſea of troubles, and 
in his paſſage had encountered many viciſſuudes of 
ſtorms and ſunſhine, and by turns had felt both the 


extremes of all the happineſs, and all the wreiched- 
neſs, that mortal man is heir fo. \ 


TuE beginning of his days Was crane with 
every thing that ambition could wiſh for; : ——he 
was the greateſt of all the men of the Eall—had 
large and unbounded poſſeſſions ; and, no doubt, 
| enjoyed all ige "Comforts and advantages of di, 
which they could adminiſter ,—Perhaps you will fay, 
a wiſe man might not be inclined to give a full looſe 
to this kind of happineſs, without ſome better ſecu- 
rity for the ſupport of it, than the mere poſſeſſion 
of ſuch goods of fortune, which often {lip from under 
us, and "ſometimes unaccountably make themſelves 
wings ane fly away,—But he had that ſecurity ioo, 

—for the band of Providence which had thus far 
protected, was flill leading him forwards, and 
leemed engaged in the preſervation and continuance 
of theſe bleſſings Gop had ſet a hedge about 
bim, and g al that he had on every ſide; he had 
belled d all che works of his hands, and his ſubſtance. 
increaſed every day. Indeed, even with this ſecu- 
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134 S ERMON 

rity, riches to him that hach xrirher cn [dun bro. 
ther, as the wiſe man obſerves, inſtead of a comtom, 
prove ſometimes à ſore travel and vexation.— The 
mind of man is not always fatisfied with the reaſon- 


able aſſurance-of its own enjoy ments, but will look f 


forwards ; and, if it diſcovers ſome i imaginary void, 
the want of Ae beleved object to fill his place 
aftet him, will often diſqdiet itſelf in vain, and ay 

Fur whom hos I labour, and bercave lms of 
cel e 37% 

Tals bar to his happineſs Cul had lkewif 
taken away, in bleſſing him with a numerous of. 
ſpring of ſons and Aavght- rs, the apparent inheriton 
of all his preſent happineſs. — Pleating reflechon! 
to think the ble{ings GOD has indulged one's {elf 


in, ſhall be handed and continued down to a man's 


own "(ſeed © How little does this differ from 2 ſecond 


enjoyment of them, 40 an /affeRtionate parent, who 


naturally looks forward wich as ſtrong an intereſt 
upon his children, as if he was 10 live over again in 
his own pollerity! | 

Wurar could be wanting to r ich a picture 
of a happy man — Surely nothing except a Viſits 
ous diſpofitiun to give a reliſh to theſe bleſſings, and 
PP bim to make a proper uſe of them..——le 


bad that too; for he was a perfect and upright man, 
ore that feared Gop, and: eſchewed evil. 


Ix the midll of all this proſpernty, which was as 


great as could well fail to the ſhare: of one man; 
on MUERTE ihe World 8 gy, ar: d ſmiled 
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upon him, and every ching round him, — | 


promiſe, if poſſible, an inereaſe af happineſs; in 
one inftant—all is changed into forxpw, and, utter 
deſpair. + ee 
Ir pleaſed Gop for wiſe, purpoſes. to blaſt: the 
fortunes of his houſe, and cut oft ;ihe hopes, of his 
pollerity, and in one -mourntul, day to. bring 4b1s 
great prince from his palace down to che dunghill. 
His flocks and herds, in which conſiſled the; abun- 
dance of his wealth, were part conſumed by, a fire 
from heaven, ihe remainder taken away by the ſword 


of the enemy: his ſons and davghters,, whom ?us 


natural io imagine ſo good a man had ſo brought up 
in a ſenſe of their duiy, as to give him all realonabie 
hopes of much joy and. pleaſuce in, their future lives 
—natural proſpett for a pareni to look forwards at, 
to recompenſe him for the many cares and anxieties 
which their infancy had coſt him! theſe dear pledges 


| of his future happineſs were ail, all ſnatched from 


him at one blow, juſt at the time that one might 


imagine they were beginning io be,the comfoti and 


delight of his eld age, which moll wanted {uct 
flaves to lean. on: and as circumilances add to an 


| evil, ſo they did to this; —for it fell out, not only 


by a very calamitous accident, which was grievous 
enough in itſelf, but likewiſe upon the back of hi 
other misfortunes, when he was ill prepared io bear 
ſuch a ſhock 53 and what would ſtill add to it, it 
happened at an hour when he bad leaſt reaſon) to 


expect it, when be would naturally think his children. 
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136 SERMON X. 
ſecure and out of the way. of danger. For whilt 
* they were ſeaſting and making merry in their 
5 eldeſt brother's houſe, à great wind out of dhe 
& wilcerneſs ſmote the furcorten of the” houſe, 


+ 2nd ia fell upon hem Fo Mie Si San 


SUCH. a coneurtence of PA ON not the 
common lot of many'>-andiyet there are inſtances of 
ſome who have undergone as ſevere triab, and 
bravely ſlruggled under them; perhaps by natural 
force of . the advantages of healib, andthe 
cordjab aſliſtance of a friend: and with theſe helps, 
what may cot aiman fullain p — But this was not 
Job's caſe; for ſcarce had theſe evils' fallen upon 
him, when de was not only: borne: down with 2 
grievous diſtenper, which afflicted bim from the 


crown ol his head to the fole of his fcot, but likewiſe 


his (hree friends, in whoſe kind conſolations he 
might have found: a medicine, een the wife-of his 
boſom, whoſe: duty it: was With a gentle hand 10 
have ſofiened all his forrowsy inlead of doing this, 
they cruelly inſulted and became the repreachers of 


his integrity, O GOD! what is man when thou 


ihus bruiſeſt him, ard makeſt his burden heavier, as 


bie ſtrength grows Jeſs ?— Who, that had font 
tumielf thus an example of the many changes and 


chances of ibis mortal life; rhen he conſidered 
himleif now ſlripped and lefi deſliiuie of ſo many 


valuabie bleſſings which the moment before thy 


Providence had poured upon his head hen he 


Net ; 1 need upon this gay * ſtructure, in ap- 


, ance 


SERMON &. 
pearance ſo ſtrongly built, fo. pleafingly furroanded 
wah every hing hat cbuld ſlatier his hopes and 


wiſhes, . bebeldd it all — er Ae rend in 


one moment, ana the whole proſpect: vaniſh» with it 
like the deſcriptuon of an enchamment z: -N . 
lay. that · had ſeen and felt the ſhock of ſo ſudden a 
tovolution, would not have been furniſhed with juſt 
and beautiful: reflections upon the oc aſion ? and 


ſad with Job in the words of the texty That: mat 


that is horn of a Woman, id of>few: days, and rult 
6 of miſery that he cometh fartholike allo wet; and 
i cut down ; he fleeth alſo a ſhadow; aud conu 


nueth not. 929521 JE 5A dot 1216 11 * 2916 


- Tag aide: of the text are an epitome. 


more and moral vanity! of man, and contain c] 
diſtinct declarations concerning hit flate and eon- 
dition in each reſpeci. Sl inw a1 „ebnet! 25 A0 2:7 

/Fixsr; That he is à eteature of fe days 30 
ſecondly, That thoſe days are full ob tbuble. 40100 

IS HAL make ſome reflections upon tach 6f 
dr e in their order, and eee practical 
leſſon trom the whole + f 104) int eit 
+: Anv firſt, that he is of few days. The-compas 
riſon which Job makes uſe of, Fhat man comet 
forth hke a flower, is exttemely besulifulz And 'mongk 
te the purpoſe than the- moſi elaborate proof, Which 
in ttuth the ſubje@ will noi eaſuſy admiꝭ of; then 


ſhortne(s of life being a point fo generally complained * 


ob in alt ages fince the ſland, and) ſq unvertatly fele 


and n — pociet, as 0 e 
Lüsen a - 
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quire no evidence beyond a ſimiluude; the intent 
of Mhich is nat ſo much: to prove che fact, as to il. 
luſt rate and place it in ſuch a light as to ſlrike us, 
and bring the impre ſſion home to ourſelves in a more 
affecting manner. | 


MAx comes forth, lays Job, like a flower, and 


zs cut down he is ſent into the world the faireſt 


and nobleſt part of Gop's works, faſhioned after 
the image of his Creator with reſpett to reaſon and 
the great faculties of the mind. He cometh forth 
glorious as the flower of the field: as it ſurpaſſes 
the vegetable world in beauty, fo does he the 
animal world in the glory and excellencies of his 
nature. b l 

Tun one —if no untimely accident oppreſs it, 


oon arrives at the full period of its perfeblion. —— 


is ſuffered io triumph for a few. moments, and is 
plucked up by the roots in the very pride and gayeſt 
flags: of iis being :——or if it happens to eſcape the 
hands of violence, in a few days it neceſſarily 
ſickens of itſelf, and dies away. ; | 


Max likewiſe, though his: progreſs is flower, 


and his duration ſomething longer, yet the periods of 
his growth and declenſion are nearly the ſame, both 
in the nature and manner of them. 

Ir he eſcapes the dangers which threaten his ten- 
der years, he is ſoon got into the full maturity and 
ſtrength of life; and if he is fo fortunate as not to 
be hurried out of it then by accidents, by his own 
folly and intemperance—if he eſcapes theſe, he na- 

„ |  turally 


SERMON X. 139 
turally decays of himſelf ;——a period comes faſt 
upon him, beyond which he was not made to laſt.— 
Like a flower or fruit which may be plucked up by 
force before the time of their maturity, yet cannot 
be made to outgrow the period when they are to 
fade and drop of themſelves; when that comes, the 
band of nature then piucks them both off, and no art 
of the botaniſt can upheld the one, or {kill of the 
phy fician preſerve the other, beyond the periods to 
which their original frames and confli.utions were 
made to extend, As Go bas appointed and de- 
termined the ſeveral growths and decays of the vege- 
table race, ſo he ſeems as evidently to have pteſcri- 
bed the fame laws to man, as well as all living 
creatures, in the firſt rudiments of which there are 
contained the ſpecific j owers of their growth, dura- 
tion, and extinction ; and when the evolutions of 
thoſe animal: powers are exhaulled and run down, 


| the creature expires and dies of iitſelf, as ripe fruit 


falls from the tree, or a flower pteſetved beyond its 
bloom drops and periſhes upon the ſtaſk. 

Tus much for this compatiſon of Job's, which 
though it is very poerical, yet conveys a juſt idea of 
the thing referred 1o.—“ That he {lzeth alſo as a 
% fadow, and continueth not: —15 no leſs a faithful 
and ſine re preſentation of the ſhortneſs and vanity 
ol human life, of which one cannot give a bettet 
explanation, than by referring to the original, from” 
whence che pitiure was taken. Wich how quick 


a ſuccelhan, to davs, months, and years paſs der. 
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SERMON X. 
how truly like a ſhadow. that. de- gell 
partech do they flee away inſenſibly, and ſcarce leave | 
an impre ſſion with us M ben we endeavour, to 


call them back by teflettion, and conſider i in what 


manner they have gone, how unable are the beſt of, 
us 40 give a tolerable account and were. it not 


for ſon e of the more remarkable ſleges which have 


diſtinguiſhed a few 
we ſhould look back upon it all as Nebuchadnezzar 
did upon his dream when he awoke in the morning; 
he was ſenſib'e many things had paſſed, and irou- 
bled him too, but bad paſſed on ſo quickly, they 
had le ſi no ſooiſleps behind, by which he could be 
enabled o lrace ibem bebe Macher ac- 
count of-the iile of man! which generally tuns on 


in ſuch a mennecr, as ſcarce to allow time to make 


re lettions which way it bas gone. 


5 
4 — 


How many of our firit years fide by in the 


innocent ſports of childhood, ip which, we are not 


able io make re flections upon them ! how many more 
thoughileis.;years. eſcape us in our youth, when we. 


are unwilling 40. do in; and are fo eager in the pur- 
ſun of pleaſure, as to bave r no we to f n io ſtop 
and conſider them!! |. + <1: +, | 

Wu N graver and riper years.c come on, * we 
begin to ibi k it ume 10 reform, and det up for men 


of- ſeuſe and conduft, then the buhneſß and, perplex- 


ing wicrelts, of this world, and dhe endlels. pluting 
and conttwing how to acdc the moſt of it, do ſo 
wholly. np us, that we are too buſy, to make 
reflection: 


periods of this rapid progreſs 


S ERMON X. 1402 
le. WeficRions upon fo unprofitable a ſubject.— As f- 
we Shilics and children inereaſe fo” do our affettions, 


o Ind with them are multiphied- our cares and totls fer 
nat heit pre ſer vation and eſtabliſhment; all — 8 
ke up our thoughts ſo cloſely, and poſfeſt hem ſo 
10t. 


ong, that we are often overtaken'*by grey "hairs | 
xefore we ſee them, or have found leiſure roiconfider- 
ow far we were got. hat we have been doing 
and for what purpoſe G 6D ſent us into the werd. 
\s man may Juſtly be ſaid to be of few. days, 
u Fronſide red with relpeRt to this haſty ſucce ſſion of 
cy hings, which ſoon carries him into the decline of 
is hfe; fo may he like wiſe: be ſaid to ſlee like a 
adow nd continue not, When his duration is com- 
ared wi other parts of Gon's works, and? even 
the works of his own eee, him many 

+ {Wgencrations ;—whillt,- Homer obſetves, like 
be leaves, one generation — and an ups 
ot Wo fall again, and be forgotten. 
re Bur when we fatther 'conſider his d days in 4 
e light in which we ought chnelly to view them, as they 
appear in thy fight, O Gop.! with whom a thou- 
'P bad years are but as yeſterday; when ve reflect. 

that this hand breath of life is all that is meaſured 

e cut to man from that eternity for which he is eres · 
n ie, how does his ſhort ſpan vaniffi 10 nochivg i in the 
i. compariſon ! Tis true, | — greateſt porizon of time 
Ss vill do the ſame when compared with what is to 
oO come; and therefore ſo ſhort and tranſitory a one, 
a threelcore years and ten, beyond which all is 
6, declared 
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142 SERMON X. 


deejared to be Jabour and ſorrow, may the eaſier be ciall 
allowed: and yet how uncertain ate we of hat ſale 


portion, ſhort as it is! Do not ten thouſand acci. and 


dents. break off the ſlender thread of human life, long the 


before it can be drawn out to that extent D — The 1101 


new-born babe falls down an eaſy prey, and *. are 
ders back again into duſt, like a tender bloſſom put I 10 


- forth in an untimely bour. The hopeful — ale 


in che very pride and beauty of his life is eut off; I of: 
ſome cruel diſtemper or unthought-of accident lays for 
him proſtrate upon the earth, io purſue Job's com. o. 
pariſon, like a blooming flower ſmit and ſhrivelled MW fee 
up with a malignant bla{t. In this ſlage of life, of 
chances multiply upon us, — the ſeeds of diforden 8. 


are ſown by intemperance or neplett——infetiious ol 


diſtempe s are more eaſily contrafted,-——when WM * 


contratied they rage with greater viohaice) and the v 
ſucceſs in many caſes is more doubiful, inſomuch WM © 
that they who have exerciſed themſelves in compu- © 
tatior.s of this kind tell us, That one half of ihe f 
who'e ſpecies, which are born into the world. go out 0 
of it again, and are all dead in ſo ſhort a ſpace as G 
the fir{t ſeventeen years.“ | 

Tus refleftions may be ſufficient to illuſrate | 
"the tirſt part of Job's ceclaration, That man is of | 


few days. Let us examine the truth of the other, | 


and fee whether he is not likewiſe full of trouble, 
AND here we muſt not take our account from 
the lajtering outhde of things, Which are generally 
jet olf w.t3 a * appearance encugh, 5 
al) 
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cially in what is called kighecr life: Nor can we 

fately trufl the evidence of ſome-of the more merry 
and thoughtleſs amongſt. us, who are ſo ſet upon 
the enjoy ment of life, as ſeldom to reflect upon the 
troubles of it or who, perhaps, becauſe they 
are. not yet come to this portion of their inheritance, 
imagine it is not the common lot. Nor, laſlly, 
are we io form aa idea of it from the deluſive flories 
ola few of the moſt proſperous paſſengers, who have 
fortunately. ſailed through, and eſcaped the rougher 
toils and diſi reſſes. But we are to take our account 
from a cloſe ſurvey of human life, and the real face 
of things, ſtript of every. thing. that can palliate- or 
gild it over. We mult hear the gereral complaint 
of all ages, and read the hiſtories of mankind, If 
we look into them, and examine them to the bottom, 
what do they contain but the hiſtory of ſad and un- 
comfortable paſſages, which a  geod-natured man 


cannot read but with oppreſſion, of ſpirits Pa Con- 


ſider the dreadful ſucceſſion of wars in one part or 
other of the earth, perpetuated from one cemury to 


another with fo little intermillion, that mankind” 
have ſcarce had time io breathe from them, ſince 


ambition firſt came into the werld———Confider the 
horrid effects of them in all thoſe barbarous. devalta.- 
tions we read of, wheie whole nations have been 
put to the word, or have been driven out toinaked- 


nels and Gs, to make room for new. comers — 


Conſider how great a part of our ſpecies, in alt ages 
down to this, have been rode under: tle feet of crucl 
end 
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144. S ERMON xw 


and eapricious ty fants, who" would neither heat 
their cries, not pity their difiteffes—Confider” ſla- 
very, what” it is, how bitter à draught, and 


how many millions have been made to drink of it; 


which if it can poiſon all earthly happtneſs When 
exertiſec herely upon our bodies, what muſt it be, 
when it comprehends both the ſlavery of body and 


mind To Conceive this, look into the hiſtory of 
the Romiſh church and her tyrants (or rather execu- 
tioners) 'who ſeem to have taken pleafure in the 
pafips* and convulſions of their fellow=creatures,— 
Examine the inquifition, hear the melancholy notes 
ſounded n evrry cell. Conſider the anguiſh of mock 
trials, and the exquiſne toriures conſequent thereupon 
mercileſsly inflitted upon the unfortunate; where the 


racked and weary” foul has ſo often wiſhed to take 
its leave—but cruelly not ſuffered to depart, Con- 


ſider how many of theſe helpleſs wretches have been 
haled from thence,” in all periods of this tyrannic 
uſurpation, to undergo the maſſacres and flames to 
= a falſe and a bloody religion has condemned 
. i RL 6 6 KEE Wis; | 
Ie this ſad hiſtory and detail of the more public 
cauſes of the miſeries of man are not ſufficient, let 
us behold him in another light with reſpett to the 
more private caufes of them, and ſee whether he is 


not full of trouble likewiſe there, and aimoſt born io 


it as naturally as the ſparks fly upwarcs, If we 
conſider man as a creature full of wants and. neceſ- 


lies (whether real or imaginary) which- he is not 


able 
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die 10 ſupply, af himſelf, what a nin 4b 


boimments, vexalions and dependencies 1 


2-— 

nden, iſſuing from thence 40 perplex and 

— deing ual Pri e ur — * 1 
en es CO. We undergo, in ma eur. Way zo 

be, 00! How Rene, beld back, — N 
id Noten and baſely overthrow n, in aiming. only at get - 
of ung bread How. many of us never. aliam. iat 2 
u- leaſt no; comfortavly but, from various and un- 


be Mknown cauſes—eat it all our lives long in buterneſs ! 
1 Ir we ſhift the ſcene, and. look upwards, een 
es MWitoſe whoſe: fituation in life ſeems, to, place. che m 
ck — the ſorrows of. this kind yet; where, are hey 
on exempi from others? Do noi all rauks and condi- 
ne ons of men meet with {.d accidents and vumberleſz a> 


de MW caiamities in ether ceſpetds, which often make. them 


a- go heevily all their. lives long? 
; Bow many. fall into «wi, infirguties,. which. 
ic render both digi days and. nights, reſilefs and inſup- 
to portable p. -How, mary of the higheſt rank are 
-d iore up 5 0 ambition, . or ſoured with diſappoint- 
menis ; and how many more, from a thouſand ſecret 
ie caules of diſquiet, pine away in filence, and owe 
et Þ their dealbs 10 farrow,, and dejeQion.of heart; 
ce | 1f we calt..cur, eyes upon the loweſt claſs and con- 


15. dition of, life. — the ſcene is more melancholy. ſlill. 


0 XIilllons of our fellow- creatures, born to no inhe- 
6e trance but poverty and trouble, forced by the.necel- 
2 ſuy of their hots to drudgecy and painful employ- 
N ments, and-hard ſet with that too, to get enough to 


keep 
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146 SERMON XM Ee 

keep themſelves and families, alive. —So that, upon 
the whole, when we have examined the true flate and 
condition of human life, and have made ſome allow. 
ances for a few fugacious, deceitful pleaſures, there 
is ſcarce any thing io be found which centradifls 
Job's deſcripiion of #—— Whichever , way we 
look abroad, we ſee ſome legible charatters of what 
Goh firſt, denounced againit us. That in foriow 
we ſhould. eat our bread, till we return to the ground 
from whence we were taken *.“ 

Bu r ſome one will ſay, Why are we thus to be 
put out of love with human life? To what purpoſe 
is it to expoſe the dark ſides of it to us, or enlarge 
upon the infirmities which are natural, and conſe. 
quently out of our power to redreſs ? 

'I answesr, that the ſukjett is nevertheleſs of 
great importance; ſineg its; neceffary every crea 
ture ſhould underflaud bis preſent fate: and cor di- 
tion, o put m in mind ei behaving. {oitably to ic. 
—— Dees not an in parti fürxen of imag—— the 
holding up this glaſs io thew Him his defetts and natur:| 
inſirmities, naturally tend to cure his pride, and 
clothe bm wih bumil'y, which is a diels that beſt 

comes a ſhort lived and a wretched crea ure? — 
Does nut the conſidera ien of the ſhortneis of our 
life convince us of the wiſdom of dedicaiivg ſo {mail 
a portion to the great purpoſes of eternity? 
LasTLY, When we 1cile(t that this Ipan of life, 


| 2 {hort 
N. B. Most cf these reflections upon the miseies 
of life ate talen from Woolas ton. 
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ſhort as it is, is ebequeted with man) "troublesz 


d that there is Atl in this world ſpring? up, or can 


be enjoyed wittiqur a mixture of forrow 4 how in- 
ſenſibly does it wieline' us to turn our eyes and af- 
lektions from ſo gloomy | a proſpett, and fix them 
upon that happier country, where affliftions cannot 
follow us, and where G will wipe away all tears 

from off our faces for ever aud ever! T 5 5 0 5 


Sn 


; 'T 3 in 
. 5 S 8ER wo OY 
1 1 l Speaking: 
8 4 LITE 
1 E Danian to 1 . — 
i 21210) 36! e Hip OF 100 5 Hot 413 
4 F foul vw 210 28 1 | JAMES. 1. * 1510 PGA 35 no 
14 any man among yon S to be veliilous, * ypot 
8 bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own on heart wf 
1 * ez . W 0 is vain,” ego | 0120: I 
| I > 'Þ 155 nem 6 1. 0 bene ©» Wieret 
it F te: many duties oving bet c. God and our Wiher 
11 neighbqur, there are ſcarce any men ſo bad, as W expe 
g | not to acquie themſelves of ſome, and fe ſo good, [ I row 
-| 1 fear, as to praßtiſe all. and 
'F4 : Every man ſeems willing enough'ts compound I war 
b ber ebd adopt o math of theffyftem, 25 will I min 
leaſt interfere ii his principal and ruling paſſion; hen 
and for thoſe paris which would occaſſion a more trou - ¶ u 
i ble ſome o ppolition, to conſider them as hard ſayings, rail 


and ſo — chem for thoſe io practice, whoſe natural I be 
tempers ate beitet ſuited 10 the ſtruggle. So that a I mac 
man ſhall be covetous oppteſſiue, revengeful, nenher IJ the 
a lover of truch, or common honeſty; and yet, at the I the 
ſame nnen dlullzöe very religious, and -ſe ſanctified, ¶ the 
as not once io ſail of paying his morning and evening I ice: 
ſacrifice +40 God. So, on the other nand, a mas If hin 
n without God inthe world, have neither any I ill: 

great I} 
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and yet be of nice r, gonſcientiouſly juſt and 
fair 1 all his He ea — is hs 2 ge- 
nerally betray themſelves, deceſving, as the apoltle 
ſays, their own hearts; of which the inſtances are ſo 
various, in one degree or other, throughout human 
life, that one might ſafely ſay, the bulk of mankind 
live in ſuch a contradiction to themſelves, that there 
is no character ſo hard to be met with as one, which, 
upon a ciitical examination, willkappear altogether 
uniform, and in every point confiſlent with itfelf. 
Ir ſuch a contraſt was only obſervable in the dif- 
ſerent ſtages of a man's life, it would ceaſe to be ei- 
ther a matter of wonder rf juſt reproach. 680 
experience, and much refleftiqn; | may naturally 
nougn he ſuppoſed to allen a man ſenſe af things; 
and ſo entirely to transform him, that; nt only in our- 


ward appearaneea, but in the,very; caſt and turn ofhis 


mind, he may be as unlike.andidiffetent from he man 


he was 1wemy or thixey years age, as he ever was from 


any ching of his bn ſpecies, Luis, I ſfay, is ai 


raly to be accounted for, aud in ſome caſes might 
be praiſe-worthy 100; but the obſervation is to be 


made of men in the ſame period of their lives, that in 
the {ame day, ſometimes in the very ſame action, 
they are ulterly inconſiſlent and irreconcileable with 
themſelves, Look at a man iu one light, and he ſhall 


ſeem w:{e, penetrating, diſcteet, and brave: behold 


him in another point of view, and you ſee a creature 
all oves; foily and indiſcretion, week and tunorgus/as' 
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1:5 SERMON XI. 
cowardice and indiferetton can make him. A maj 
ſhall appear gentle, courteous, and benevolent to alli 
mankind : follow bim into his own houſe, may be 
you ſceatyrant, motoſe and favage to all whoſe ha- 
pineſs depends upon his kindneſs. A third, in u 
general behavicur is found to be generous, diſinte e 
lied, humane and friendly: hear but the {ali 
ſtory of the friendle ſs orphans; too credulouſly truſling 
all their little ſubſtance into his hands, and he ſhall 
appear more fordid, more pitileſs and unjuſt, tha 
the ured themſelves have bitterneſs to paint him, 
Another ſhall be charitable to the poor, uncharitable 
in his cenſures and opinions of all the reſt of the 
world befides'{———=temperate in his apperites, in- Imp 
temperate in his tongue j—lſhall b too much Neno 
conſcience and''refigion to cheat the man who truſt full 
him, and, perhaps, as far as the buſtneſs of debiot nig! 
and creditor extends; ſhall be juſt and ſcrupulous of wh 
the uttermoſt mite: yet, in waners of full as great con · N com 
cern, where he is ta have the handling of the party's that 
reputation and good name——the deareſt, the ten · I en 
dereil property the man has—he will do him irrepa- g 
rable damage, and rob him there without meaſure ot the 
pity. IH 68h, thit 
Ab this ſeems to be that particular piece of in. © 
conliſtency and centrad tion which the text is level · ¶ 
led at, in which tte words ſeem fo pointed, as if St I ® 
James had known more flagrant inſtances of this kind ! 
of deluſion, than what had fallen under the obſervation N d 


of any of the reſt of the apoliles ; he being more re- if = 


markably 
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A maſnarkebly vehement and copious updn that ſul ubject thay 
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kice of defamation and evil- ſpeaking. 


ny other, f* Lets > f 
DouBrTLESS Cage his converts had been nota 
joutly wicked and licentious in this remosſelefs prac- 
Pechaps the 
oly man, though ſpotleſs as an angel (for no charac« 
ter is too ſacred for ealumny io blacken,) had pre- 
ouſly ſuttered bimſelf, and, as his bleſſed - Maſter 
retold him, had been cruel! ly reviled, and evil o 
ken of. „ 185 
Alk his ens in 40 vol el, 1 aN and 
perpetual ſolicitude for the eſeryation of his Hock, 
bis watchings and falkinge, his poverty, his natural 
ſimplicity. and innocence of life, a] perhaps were not 
enough to defend him from this unruly, weapon, 
full of deadly poiſon. And What in all likelihood 


might move his forrow and, indignation more, {ome 


who ſeemed the moſt devout: and zealous of all his 
converts, were the moſt mercileſs and uncharitable in 
that reſpebt ; having a form of godlineßs, full of Wer 
envy ings and llri fe. 

Wirk ſuch it is that he expoſtalates, fo largely i in \ 
the third. chapter of his epiſile: and there is ſome- 
thing in his vivacity tempered with ſuch affettion and 
concern, as well luited the charaftzr of an inſpired 
man, My brethren, ſays the apoſtle, theſe things 
ought not to be. The wiſdom that is from above 
1s pure, praceable, gentle, full of mercy, without, be 
tality,, wabout hypocriſy. The witdom from above 
— bat heavenly religion Which 1 have preached 
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152 SERMON KI. 
to yo?’ is pure, alike ard cHſiſtent with iiſelf ia 
its parts ; like its gteai Author, is unive rſally kind 
and benevolent in all- caſes and circumſtances. Ty 
firſt glad tidings were peace upon earth, good: will io 
wards men; its cheif corner- lone, 11s moſt diſtinguiſa 
ing charatter᷑ is love, that kind principal which brougu ue 
it don, in the pure exerciſe,of which conſiſts the 
chief enjoyment of heaven from whence it came; 
But this practice, my brethren, cometh not from a 
bove, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, full of confuſion 
and every evil work. Refleft then a moment; can 
a fountain ſend forth, at the fame place, ſweet waiet 
and bitter? Can the ſig· tee my brethren, beat o- 
live-berries ; either a vine, figs ?. Lay your hand 
upon your hearts, and let your conſciences ſpeak, 
—Ought not the ſame juſt principle, which reſſtais mad: 
you from cruelty and wrong in one caſe, equally uo enab 
withhold you from it in another P Should not cha-Wcbri! 
rity and good- will, like che principal of life, circula-ſ 1 
ting through the ſmalleit veſſels in every member, iſ rant 
oupht it not to operate as regularly upon you, I tou: 
throughout, as well upon your words as upon your of | 
actions P | | | | 

Ir a man is wiſe and endued with knowledge, lei wh 
him ſhew it out of a good converſation, with meck-i of 
neſs of wiſdom, But—if any man amonglt yo lice 
- ſeemeth to be religious ſeemeth to be, — lor nat 
truly religious he cannot be, — and bridleth not his vie 
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, ibis man's reli- I w. 
gion 13 vain.— This is the full force of St James's I 1a; 
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SERMON N 153 
aloning,. upon which I have dwelt, the more, it, 
ing the foundation, upon hichiis grounded this 
er deciſion of the matter left us in the text. In 
hich the apeſile ſeems io have ſet . the i, charac 


zul ess of a ſaint and a ſlanderer at ſuch variance, that 
oughſþne would have thought they - could, never have had, 
s uh heart to have met together again. But there. are 


o alliances. too range for this World Ho many. 
may we obſetve every day, even; of ihe gentler ſexy 
uu well as out own, who, without convittion of do- 
ng much wrong, in the midſt of a full career of ca- 
lumny and defamation, riſe up punctual at the Rated 
hour of prayer, leave the cruel Rory: half untold till 
they return, go, — and kneel doun before the 
throne of Heaven, thank 'G ap hat be had not 
made them like others, and that kis Holy. Spirit had 
ly to enabled them io perform the duiies of! on en in nd 
cha-Mchriftian and; confcientious a manner!!! 
cula- Tunis delufive itch for-{lander, too common in 1 
ber, tanks of people, , whether to gratify a litile ungene- 


you, tous reſentment, —whether, oſiner, out; of a principle , 


your iſ of levelling,” from a nartowneſs and; poverty of ſoul, 
ever impatient of merit and ſuperioriiy in others, — 

„lei whether from! a mean ambition, er the infavate luſt 
eck- i of being witty (a talent in whicls l- nature and ma- 
you lice are no ingredients) —or, laſtly, whether from a 
lor natural cruelty; of diſpoſition, abſtracted; from all 
hs views and conſiderations of felt : to which one, or 
eli- ¶ whether to all jointly, we are indebted for-this con- 


cs's | tagious maladv, thus much is certain, from whatever 
ſeeds 
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deſtruchive to, as they are unbecoming a civilize 


upon an undeſigning action; to invent, or, which 
is equally bad, to propagate a vexatious report with|i 


Sably would hazard his life to fecure ; to rob him a 


154 SERMON Kl. 
ſeeds it ſprings, the growth and progreſs of it are: 


people. To paſs a hard and-ill-natured refleQion 


out colour and grounds; to plunder an innocent mai 
of his charaQter and good name, a jewel which, per. 
haps, he has flarved himfelf to purchaſe, and pro- 


the ſame time of his happineſs and peace of mind, 
perhaps his bread, ——the bread may be, of a vir. 
tuous family; and all this as Solomon ſays of the 
madman who caſteth fire-brands, arrows and death 
and faith, Am I not in ſport !—all this out of wan. 
tonneſs, and ofiner from worſe motives ;, the whole 
appears fuch a complication of badneſs, as requites 
no words or warmth of fancy to aggravate. Pride, 
treachery, envy, hypocriſy, malice,” cruelty, and 
{elt-love, may have been ſaid, in one ſhape or other, 
to have occaſioned all the frauds and miſchiefs that 
ever happened in the world; but the chances againſt 
a coincidence of them all in one perſon, are fo 


many, that one would have ſuppoſed the charatter of iſ 


a common flaaderer as rare and difficult a produttion 


in nature as that of a great genius, which ſeldom 


happens above once in an age. 
Bor, whatever was the caſe when St James 


wrote his epillle, we have been very ſucceſsful in 


5 laice 


later days, and have found out the art, by a pro- 
per management of light and ſhade, to compound all 
theſe vices together, ſo as to give body and ſtrength 
to the whole, wh:'{t no ons but a diſcerning artiſt is 
able to diſcover the labours that join'in finiſhing the 
picture—And indeed, like many other bad ori- 
ginals in the world Lit ſtands in need of all the 


diſguiſe it has. For who co::\d be enamoured of 


character, made up of ſo loathſome a compound, 
—coutd they behold it naked, —in;us crooked and 
deforubd ſhape, with all i:s natural and deieſted 
inficmities laid open to pubtic view ? 

Ab therefore, it were to be wiſhed, that one 
could do in this malignant caſe of the mind, hat 
ö generally done for the public good, ia the more 
malignant and epidemical caſes of the body, —that 
is — when they are found infectious, —to write a 
hillory of the diflemper, 2nd aſcertain all the 
lymp:oms of the maiady, ſo that every one might 
know whom he might venture to go near, with toleras 
ble ſafety to himſelf, But, alas! the ſymptoms 
of this appear in fo many ſtrange and conttadittory 


ſhapes, and vary fo wonderfully with the temper and 


habit of the patient, that they are not to be claſſ:d 


—or reduced to any one regular ſyſtem. 


Tex thouſand are the vehicles in which this 
deadly poiton is prepared and communicated io the 
world, —and, by ſome artful hands, *tis done by 
lo ſubtle and nice an infuſion, that it is not to be 
alled or diſcovered but by its effeAs, 
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156 SERMON XI. 

How. frequently is the honeſty and integrity 
of a man diſpoled of by a ſmile or a ſhrug ?— 
How many good and generous aftions have been 
ſunk into oblivion by a diltruftful look. — or flamp 
with the imputation of proceeding from bad motives, 
by a myflerious and ſeaſonable whiſper ? 

Look into companies of thoſe whoſe gentle. na. 
tures ſhould diſarm them, we ſhall find no better 
account, How large a portion of chaſtity is ſent 
eut of the world by Anand hints, —nodded away, 


and cruelly winked into ſuſpicion, by the envy of 


thoſe who are paſt all temptation of it themſelves ? 
— How often does the reputation of a helpleſs crea- 
iure bleed by a report. hich the party who is at the 
pains to propagate it, beholds with much pity and fel. 
low-feeling—that ſhe is heartily ſorry for it, —hopes 
in Gop it is not true ;—however, as Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon wittily obſerves upon it, is reſolved, in the 
mean time, to give the report her. paſs, that at leaſt it 


may have fair play to take its foruune in the world, 
—to be believed or not, according io the chas 


rity of thuſe into whole 5 it {hall happen to 
fall. 

So fruitful is "ET vice in variety of expedients, to 
ſatiaie as well :s diſpmſe nſeif, But if cheſe 


ſmoother weapors cut ſo fore, - what ſhall we ſay ct 
open and unbluſhing Conde e e to no cau - 
tion ed down to no reſtraints ) — If the one, like 
an arrow {hot in the dark, does nevertheleſs ſo much 

{ecret 


SERMON XI. 


1 $7 
ſecret miſchief ,—this, like the peſtilence which 
rageth at noon-day, ſweeps all before it, hw 
without diſtinction the good and the bad; a thouſan 


fall belide it, and ten thouſand on iis right hand, — . 


they fall rent and torn in this tender part of chem, 
ſo unmercifully butchered, as ſometimes never to re- 


cover, either of the wounds the doguiſh of heart ; 


— which they have occaſioned, 


Bur there is nothing fo bad which will not ad- | 


mit of ſomething to be ſaid in its defence. 
AND here it may be aſked, — Whether the incon- 


veniencies and ill effefts which the world feels from 
—are not ſufficiently | 


the licentiouſneſs of this praftice- 
counterbalanced by the real influence it has upon 
men's lives and condutt ? — That if there was no evil 
ſpeaking in the world, thouſands would be encoura- 
ged to do il! — would ruſh into many indeco- 
rums, like a horſe into the batile, - were they ſure 
to eſcaps the tongues of men, 

THAT if we take a general view of the world. 
we ſhall find that a great deal of viriue, —at leaſt of 
the outward appearance of it, —is not ſo much from 
any fixed principle, as the terror of what the world 
will ſay, ——and the liberty it will take upon the 
occaſions we ſhall give. 

Tur, if we defcend to bene numbers are 
every day taking more pains to be well ſpoken of, — 
than what would actually enable them to live fo as 
to deſerve it, : 


Taar there are many, of both ſexes, who can 
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158 SERMON XI, 


ſupport life well enough without honour or challity, 
who, without reputation (which is but the opinion 
which the world has of the matter would hide their 
heads in ſhame, and fink dewn in utier deſpair of hap. 
pinels,—No dcubc the tongue is a weapon, which 
does chaſtiſe many indecorums which the laws of 
mer will not reach, —and keeps many in awe— 
whom conſcience; will not; and where the caſe is 
indiſputabiy flagrant, — the ſpeaking of it in fuch 


words as 1i deſerves, ſcarce comes within the pro- 


hibition.— In many cafes, *us hard to expreſs ours 


ſelves ſo as o fix a diſſinction betwixt oppoſite cha- 
racer, — and fcmetimes it may be as much a debt 
we owe to virtue, ard as greet a piece of jullice, to 
expaſe a vicious charatter, and paint it 1n,its proper 
colout as it is 10 ſpeak well of the deſerving, and 
deſcribe hi particular virtues, —And, indeed, when 
ve i flitt this puniſhment upon the bad, merely out 
ot principle, and without Indulgence to any private 
Fallion of our owr,,—us a caſe which happers 

ic ſeldom, tha' one mig venture to except ii. 
Howevs 8, o thoſe, who in this objettion are 
really concerned for the cauſe of virtue, I cannot 
help recommending what would much more effe ctu- 
ally ſerve her intereſi, and be a fſurer token of (heir 
zeal and attachment to her: and that is. —in 3 
ſuch plain inſtances where it ſeems to de a duiy 10 
fix a deſtinction betwixt the good and the bad, —to 
Vet their attions ſpeak it inſtead of their words, or at 
cal! to let them both ſpeak one language, We 5 
0 


the 


SERMON XI. 
of us talk. ſo loud againſt vicious tharafters, and are 
ſo unanimous in our cry againft them—<that an un- 
experienced man, who only truſted his ears, would 
imagine the who!e world was in an uproar about it, 
and that mankind were all #ffoctating together to 
hunt vice utterly out of the world. —— Stift the 
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ſcene—and let him behold the reception which vice 
meets with, —he will fee the condutt and behaviour 
of the world towards it, fo oppoſite'to their declata- 
tions, —he will find all he heard, ſo contradicted by 
what he ſaw, s io leave him in doubt which of his 
ſenſes. he is 101ruſt, —or in which of the two ' caſes 
mankind were really in earneſt. Was there virtue 
enough in the world tõ make à general Rand againſt 
this contradiction,—that is, was evety one who de- 
ſerved to be il ſpoken of ture to be ill looked on 
100: — ab it a certain conſequence of the lols of a 
man's character. to lole his friends, — to loſe the 
advantages of his birth and fortune, —and thence- 
forth be univerſally ſhunned, univerſally ſlighted 
Was no quanty a ſhelter againſt” the indeco- 
rums of the other fex, but was every woman, wich- 
out diſtinction. ho had juſtly forfeited her re- 
putation, ron that mo nent was {he'ſure' tu forfeit 
kkewiſe alt claim to civility and reſpz&—" 
Os, ina word could it be eftabiiſhed as a law 
in our ceremonial, that wherever charackets in 
either ſex were become notorious, —it ſhould be 
deemed in famous, either to pay or receive a viſit from 
them, and the door were to be ſhut againſt them in 
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160 SERMON XI. 

oll public places, lf they had Tatished the world by 
giving tellimony of a bezter life few ſuch 
plain and honeft maxims faichfully put in prattice, — 
—wou!d force us upon ſome degiee of reformation, 


Tul thiskiq>dopeir cavails ide that we have 10 


mercy upon them with our tongues, ſince they 
eſcape without ſeeling any other inconvenience. 

We all cry out that the world is corrupi—and, 
J fear, too juſlly but we never reflect, what we 
bave :tank for it. and that ir is our open counte. 


Dance to vice, which gives the lie io our private 


ceufur:s of u, that is, its chief proteRtion and er cou. 
ragement. To thoſe however, who, flu believe 
that vu ſpeaking. is ſome terror to evi vers, one 
may anſwer, as a great man has done upon the oc- 
calio ,— that after ail our exhortations againſt it.— 
lis not to be feared, but that there will be evil- 
ſpeaking enough left in the world to. chaſtiſe ite 


guilty, —and we may ſafely truſt them to an ill-na- 


tured world, that there will be no failute of juſſice 
upon this, ſcore, ———'1 he paſſions of men are ptetiy 
ſevere cxecutioners, and io them let us leave ibis 
ungtateſul teſk and rather ourſclves endeavour to 
Cultivate that more friendly one, recommended by 
tte apollle,—of letting all bitterneſs, and wrub, 


and <lamour, and evil {peakivg, be put away from 


1's, —of being kind to one another, tendet-heaited, 
foigiving one another, even as ap for Chrilt's 
lake turgave us. Amen. 
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eps History considered. 


 Forgiveness of injuries. 


Wi 1 


GENESIS l. 16. 


Ind when 'Foſcþh's brethren /aw that their Father 
was dead they faid, Joſehli will peradunture 


hate us, and will certainly requite us all the 


wil h we did unto him. 


HERE are few inſtances of the exerciſe of 


particular virtues which ſeem harder to attain 


o, or which appear more amiable and engaging in 


e than thoſe of moderation and the for- 


piveneſs of injuries: and when the temptations a- 
gainſt them happen to be heightened by the bit- 


Kermneis of a provocation on one hand, and the fait» 
nels of an opportunity to retaliate on "he other, the 


inſtances then are truly great and heroic. | The 


words of the text (Which are the conſultation of the 


{ons of Jacob amonglt themfelves upon their father 
Iftzel's death, whea, becauſe it Was in Joſeph's 
power 
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162 _ SERMON XII⸗ 
power to revenge the deadly injtwy they had for 
merly done him they concluded in cburſe, thark 
was in his intention) ill lead us to a: beautifi 
example of this kind, in the charatter atid heHa vA 
of Jeſeph conſequent thereupon ant as it ſeemt hoer 
perfett and very engaging pattern of fofbeatanet bull 
it may not be improper to make it ſerve for een 
ground-work of a'diſcourſe upon that ſubſett.— Te 
whole tranſaction, from the firſt occaſion given Mg 
Joſeph in his youth, to chis laſt act of remiſſion a Molp! 
the concluſion of his life; may be faid to be a mM du 
fler piece of hiſtory; There is, not only in the man. iſco! 
ner throughout, ſuch a e eee her 
mixture of ſimplicity and grandeur, which is a double rug 
character ſo hard to be united; that it is ſeldom w lulpe 
be met with im compoſitions merely human bu that 
it is likewiſe” related with the greateſt variety of qu! 
tender and affecting circumilances; which would Nm f 
afford matter for teflections uſeful” for the conduf affe 
of alinoft every part and Rage of à man's life. Iden 
Rut as the words of the text, as well as'the intention Niepr. 
and compaſs” of this diſcourſe, partictitarly confhne bim, 
ine to Tpeak ouiy to one point, namety the for leiv( 
givenefsof frjuries, it will be proper only 'to'confi- Ibben 
der ſuch circumſtances of the ſtöry, as will place enn 
uus Tullance of it in is; jut light'4 and then pro- and 
ceed to mike à more genersl itfe of rhe great ex! ben 
amote of moderation ald foibearinte, which it ſet Jol 
belarus. Hine „al. 10bDI 7116 1 ay 


Jacob had fallen into Joſeph's, payer,- when, dhey 
ere forced by the ſoʒ eneſs of the famine io go down 
wo Egypt io buy cors, and had, found him too 
od a man even o expoſtula:e with them for an 


ouſly to haye reſolved. into. tbe over-· ruling pro- 
dence of , Goy, for the. pte ſet vation of mach 
zxopl-,—how! they could ever after, queſtion the 
prightneſs of his intemions, or. entertain the leaſt 
ſulpicion that his reconciliation was diſſembled. 
ould. one have imagined, that ithę man who had 


dere to weep, becauſe he could not bear the 
ſruggles of a counter feed harſhnels, could ever be 


WiſpeQcd afterwards of intending. a real one; and 


that he only waited till cheir father Iſrael's deain 10 


Jrequite them all the evil which they. had done unto 


him? What ſtill adds to this difficulty is, that his 
alfectionate manner in making, himſelf. known to 
hem. — his goednels in focbearing not only to 
reproach them for the injuy tkey had f.:merly oye 
bim, but extenuating and excuſing the fault to them - 
lelves, his comforting and ſpeaking kindly 10 
then, and ſeconding all with the tenderelt marks of 
an undiſguiſed forgiveneſs, in falling upon their necks 


®. 
* 


and weeping aloud, that all the houſe of Pharaoh - 


heard him j——:bat moreover, this behaviour of 
Joſeph could not appear 19 them to be the effect of 
any warm and ſudden trauſport, which might as ſud- 
denly giye way to other teflections, but that 
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bjury, which he ſeemed then t9 have digeſted, and | 


liſcovered ſuch. a. goodneſs of ſquly)that he ſought 
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164 SERMON XII. 


it evidently ſprung from a ſeiiſed principle of uns 
common generokty in his natute, which was aboye 
the temptaiion of making uſe of an opportunity fe 


revenge, which the courſe of Gop's providence hat 

put into his hands for beiter -purpoſes 3 and whit cel 

migbt ſtill! leem to confirm this, was the evidence lin 
his adlions to them afterwards, in bringing them fich 


and all their hoaſehold up out of Canaan, au 
placing them near him in the land of 'Goſhen, the 
richeſt part of Egypt, where they had ſo main. 
years experience of his love and kindnefs=—— Au 
yet it is plain ail this did not clear his motive from 
ſulpicion, or at deaſt themſelves from ſome appres 
henhons of a change in b-condutt ts wards them 
And was it not that the whole tranſadtion was writ! 

ten under the direction of the Spirit of truth, ant 
that, other hiftorians concur in doing Juſtice 10 
Joſeph's character and ſpeak of him as a compal- 
honate and merciful man, one would be apt, you 
would ſay, to imagine here, that Moſes might poſi 
bly have omitted ſome circumſtances of Joſeph's 
behaviour, which had alarmed his brethren, bet wirt 
the time, of his firſt reconciliation and that of their 
father's death For they could not be ſuſpicious of 
his intentions without ſome cauſe, and fear where 
no feat was. — But does not a guilty confeience oſ- c 
ten do ſo—and, though it has the grounds, yet [RY 


wWaats the power to think itſelf ſafe ? one 


AND could we look into the hearts of thoſe who bi 
know they deſerve ill, we ſhould find many an 
inſtance 


S E RMON XII. 165 
aftance, where, a-kindneſs from an injured hand, 
there there; Was leaſt reaſon io Expett one, by 
uck deeper, and; touched the heart With a degree 
remorſe and concern, which perhaps no ſeverity 
N telen ment could have reached. This reflection 
UU in ſome mes ſure help to explain this difficulty 


hi hich occurs in the flory. For it is obſervable, 
nb! when the injury they had dene their brother 
1 hcſt commitied, and the faft Was freſh upon 


heir, minds, and moſt likely to have filled them 
And wich a Keule of guilt, we nd no acknowledgment 
fron. comp! laint to one another, of ſuch a load as one 


zpres nignt imagine it had laid upon them; and, from 


hem bat event, through: a long coutſe of years, io the 
Wine they had gone down to Egypt, we read not 


writ! 
an ece of acy ſorrowor compunction of heatt which 
— 7 nad felt, during all that time, for what they 


ad done. KY had arifullyimpoſed upon their 
arent—ard (as men are ingenie&s e#flifts in their 


poſſi. affaits) they had, probab fs artfully W 
epbe ben their own e Lan peolnbh bad 


vis 


tir Never impartialiy rellected upon the ation, or con- 
their Neredeit in its juſt light, till the many atts of their 
us of raher's.. love and kKindne ls had brought 1 11 before 


ch his behaviour weuld naturally give it. —They 

len began maturely to conſider What they bag 
one — That chey had fiſt unde elervecly' hated him 
bis childhood for that which, if it was a a ground 


iy an omg! aint, ought rather to have been charged 


lance 


upon 
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166 SERMON XI. 
vpon the indiſcretion/of the parent, than conſidey 
ed as a fault in him That, upon a more juſt & 
amination, and a better knowledge” of their brioche 
they bad wan ed even tha! pretence. It was nd 

a blind partialiiy which ſeemed firſt io have dir: 
their father's affett on to him though then ihe 
thou ght ſo — doubilefs fo much goodneſs a 
benevolence as ſhone forth in his nature, now th 
he was a man, could not lie all of it ſo deep con 
cealed in his youth, 'but the ſagaciiy of a paren! 
eye would diſcover it, and that in courſe their es 
mity towards him was founded upon that whit 
ought to have won their eſleem. That if he nal 
incautiouſly added envy to-iheir illewill.in reporting 
his dreams, which pre ſaged his future greaine 
it was but the indiſcretion of a yourh unpractiſed i 
the world, who had not yet found aut the ert d 
diſſembliog his hopes and expectations, and was ſcat 
arrived at an age to comprehend there was {ach 1 

thing 1 in the world as envy and ambiion—— Thi be h 
if ſuch offences in a brother, ſo fairly: carried the negle 
own excuſes with them, what Gould they ſay 1 16 
themſelves, when they conſidered it was ſor th 
they had alnolt unanimouſly conſpired to rub hu 
of his liſe.— and, though they were happy te 
firgined from ſhedding his blood upon Kuben 
remonſtrance. that hey had nevertheleſs all the guiWof th 
of the intention to anſwer for P— That whateveſ his fo 
motive it was which then flayed their hands, het 


conſciences told them it could no be a nocd on 
inet 


wy ct - _— \ \ - 

= - bs 2 8 - = x D 0 — = en * — —_— I} 2 
2 —— . — Fl 5 a. = a. 3 — * — * 
—— F 2 —— 


n 
— 4 vo 


* = g ; is 
* — — - * 
2 
OS 
SIN 2 . _ 9 


Sm 


*. * j > p o * * * 
A $5,251 
* 8 * * == I = * 
2 . — — = 


. 
= k - | ; pe, * © 
n 5 es — Wale n 1 
* . 4 K 4 > rr 
_ A * 8 1 r TT. * 
. 7 2 


| SERMON XIE 167 
Ice they had changed the ſentence. for one no leſs 
mel in itſelf, and what to an ingenious nature was 
vorſe than death, to be fold for a flave : the one 
common to ail,——the other only to the un- 
ſonunate That it was not compaſſion which 
hen took place; for, had there been any way open 
10 that, his tears and inireaties muſt have found it, 
when they ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, ——when he 
beſought, and they would not hear That if ought 
full could heighien the remorſe of baniſhing a youth 
without provocation, for ever from his country, and 
he protection af his patent, to be expoſed naked 
ao the buffetings of ihe world, and the rough hand of 
nfWſoice mercileſs maſter, they would find it in this re- 
lection, “ That the many afflictions and hardſhips, 
Fs which they might naturally have expected would 
W* overtake the lad, conſequent upon this aktion, 
& had attually fallen upon hum,” 
Tur, beſides the anguiſh of ſuſpeRed-virtuc, 
Tu be had felt that of a priſon, where he had, long lain 
negiefted in a friendleſi condition; and where the 
Wallliction of it was rendered ſtill ſharper by the daily 
expectation of being remembered by Pharaoh's. chief 
butler, and the diſappointment of finding himſelf 
ungratefully forgotten, —And though Moſes tells 
I, that he found favour in the ſiglit of che keeper 
Jof the! priſon, yet the Plalmiſt acquaints us that 
bi ſufferings were {till grievous z——that his feet 


ee + 


/ 


W were hurt with fetters, aud the iron entered even 
into his /oul.” And no doubt, his brethren. thought 
Vor. V. K the 
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the ſenſe of their injury muſt have entered at th Iurete 
ſame time, and was then er and fixed in ha 
mind for ever. 

Ir is natural to imagine Fu e and me, 
Nefted 3 in this manner; and there ſeems no neceſſij 
of feeking for the renſon of their uneaſineſs a 
diſtruſt in Joſeph's conduct. or any other extern 
rauſe, ſince the inward workings of their own mink 
will eaſily account for the evil they apprehended, 
＋A ſeries of benefits end kindne ſſes from the mai 
they. had injured, gradually heightened the idea cf yaul 
their own guilt, till at length they could not concene i un 
how the treſpaſs could be forgiven them: it ap ue! 
prared with ſuch freſh circumſtances of aggrav-W again 
tion, that though they were convinced his reſent my 
ment ſlept, yet they thought it only ſtept, and un appr 
likely ſeme time or other to awake, and moſt pro-ff he 
bably then, that their father wes dead, when the com 
con fideration of involving bim in his revenge had ſpak 
ceaſed, and all the duty and compaſſion he owed te pa 
che grey haus and happineſs of a parent was dil. his 
r and buried with him. 6 oper 

Tu is «they expreſs in the conſulistien held «if eon. 
monglt them{c]ves in the words of the text; and un mul 
the following. verſe we find them accordingy ſo 1 
ſending to him to. deprecate the -evil they dreaded; ¶ the 
ond, either 'becauſe they thought their father's name I fee: 
mere powerful than their: own, in this application up 
r rather, that they might not commit a fiel I pro 


injury in ſoeming io ſuſpe& his fincerity, they I get 
pretend 


pretend their father's: direftiqn; for we read they 
Ing meſſengers unto Joſeph, ſay ing, Thy father 
dd command before he died, ſaying, —Sa ſhall ye 
y unto Fofeph, © Forgive; I pray thee now, 


„they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, 
« forgive the treſpaſs of the ſervants of the Gan 
« of thy father, The addreſs was not without 
int, and was conceived in ſuch words as ſeemed 10 
luggeſt an argument in their fayour,—3s if it 


vane of their father's Gon, to harbour revenge, ac 
ule the pwer their father's Gop had given him 


any thing, but the fears of 3 guiliy conſcience, ta 
apprehend: it, as appears from the reception which 
the addreſy met, which way ſuch as beſpoke ga un- 
common” gatdneſs of nature; for when they thus 
ſpake unto him;—ethe hiſtorian ſays he wept, Sym» 
puby for the forrow and diſtreſs of ſo many ſons of 
his father, no all ia his power, — pain at ſq 

open and ingeniqus a confeſſion of their guilt, + 
d + concern 'arid' pity for he long - puniſhment they 
dia nuſt hayr endured by ſo ſtubborn @ remarle, which 
"gy % many "years: ſeemed not to have diminiſhed, — 
ed; the affeding ides of their condition, which had 
ame I ſeemed to reduce them to the neceſſity of holding 
en up their hands for mercy, when they had loſt their 
proiector.—ſo many tender paſſions ſtruggling to- 


he geiher, at once overcamę him he burſt into 
en | 2 


+the treſpaſs of ihy brethren and their ſin; for 


vauld not become him, who was but a fellow-ſer-⸗ 


againlt his children. Nor waz there a reaſon in 


K 2 tears, 
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tears, which ſpoke, what no. language could ut 
ten pi. I. will be needleſs therefore to enlarge ary 


Ss 

furiher upon this icident, which furniſhes us wi 3 
ſo beautiful a picture of a compalſionate ar.d for. 1 
giving temper, that 1 think no words can heighten > 
ut —— tui-rather let us endeavour to find out þ V 
what he! ps and reaſoning, the patriarch might be ſup. ſorbe 
ae to aitain to ſo exalied and engaging a virtue. eye 
erhaps you will ſay, % That one fo thoroughly ain 
15 ccuvinced, as Joleph ſeemed to be, of the over. aha 
6 ruling providence of Goo, which fo evidenih by t 


6 Wakes uſe of the malice and P- {hons of men. and 
& (urrs them as in{truments in his hands io work hit kf 
a 
« cwn righteouſneſs, and brin about his eternal i 
& decrees, — and of which his own thilloiy was fo 3 
« plain en inflance, couid not heve far to ſeek for 
„an argument to forgiver els, or fee] much ſliuggie 
“ in ſlifling an inciinat1on ogeinſt! it. —— But let 
ary man lay his hand upon his heart, and ſay, how 5 
often in irflances, where anger and revenge tal I © 
ſeized him, has this deGrine come in to his aid ?— 
In the biiierrieſs of an effrent, bew often has it it 
calmed his paſſions, and checked the fury of his te- 
ſenimem ?). rue end univerſe liy believed as the I vit 
dctirme 15 an:or oft us, 10 ſeidc m does this ſervice, 4 


thoagh lo well ſuited for it, and like ſome wiſe 8 
ſletute, never execuied or thought: of, though co 


in full force, hes as unheeded as if it was not in 
being. 

"118 plain iwas olherwiſe in "TY preſent in- 
Uance, 


lance, where Joſeph ſeems io acknowledge the 
influence it had upon him, in his declaration 
6 That it was not they, but Goo, who ſent him.“ 
And does not this virtue ſhine the brighteſt in ſuch 
a pious application of the perſuaſion 10 ſo b:nevg- 
bs ET ; 

WiTrHourT deragating | 
lorbearance, he might be ſuppoſed to have caſt an 
eye upon the change and unceriainty of human 
affairs which he” had ſeen. himſelf, and which had 
convinced him we were all in one another's power 
by turns, and ſtand in need of ang another's pity 
and compaſſion — and that, to reſtrain the eruelties, 
and ſtop the inſolences of men's reſentments, Gov 
bas ſo ordered it in the caurſe of his providence, 
tha, very often in this world ——our revenges re- 


171 


turn upon our own heads, and men's violent deal- 
lings upon their own pates. y 


And, beſides theſe. conſiderations, that, in 


generoully ' forgiving an enemy, he was ihe trueſt | 
friend to his own character, and ſhould gain more 


w it by ſuch an inſtance of ſubduing his ſpirit, than 
if he had taken a city.— The brave only know how 
to forgive: —it is the molt refined and generous 
pitch of virtue human natute can arrive at, —* 


iS 


Cowards have done good and kind aftions, ——- 


cowards have even fought nay ſometimes even 
conquered ;—but.a coward never forgave. 

| K 3 bo HO 
* Christian Hero: | 


from the merit of his 
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is not in his fiature ;<the power of doing it flow 
enly ſtom 4 length and geeatneſs of ſoul, con. 
ſcibus of its bwn force and ſecurity, and above the 
Htſe temptations bf reſetting Evety fruitleſt atienpt 
10 intectupt its happinefs, Moreover; {etving afidd 
all conſiderations of his charactet.—in = by ut 
jury, he was the tfüeſt friend Hkewiſe to his own 
— a and peace of mind; ne never felt that 
freiful lorm of pafftönt, which hurry meh on 10 ach 
of tebvenge, of ſuffered choſe pangs of Hörrot which 
Futſue ir, Thus he might poſſibly mgüe, and as 
fafthet ;—— of want of a beiter ſoundatlen and 


to carfy it upwatds 10 its peffectton; we mull 
call in tö bur aid that mote 115 and refined 
dottripe introduced upon it by CHRIST; names 
ly, to forgive 4 brother, not only io feverr times, 
but to ſeveniy times ſeven—ikat is, *Without lim. 
—: EC 7 1 
I this, the excelleney of ihe gofptl is faid, by 
fome one, to appear with a'temarkable advantage; 
& That a chiiſttan is as much diſpoſed to love and 
e ſerve you, When your enemy, 4s the mere mori 
& man can be, when he is your ftiend, . This, nd 
deubi, is the tendency of his religion: IAbut, how 
often, or in whit degrees it ſutteeds,— how nebr 
the praflice keeps pace with the theoty,” the all- 
Wiſe Searchet into the hearts of men, alche is able 
to determine. But it i to be feated, that ſuch great 
effecls are not ſo fehſibly felt; as a ſpeculaiive _ 
wou 


better helps, he could taiſe the building no higher; 


wou'd expe from ſoch powerful. motives; 3 and 


there is many, A .chrilkkan ſociety which, Would 
be glad to compound amongſi themſglves for ſome 


lefſes degrees of perfection on one band, were: they 
ſuce to bo exempt 
eſſelts of thoſe fretful paſhons which are ever taking, 
2 well as ever giving, the. occaſions. of ſiriſe: the 


beginnings of which Solomon, apily compares to the 


leting out of waters, the opening, a breach, which 
do one can be jure to ſtop ull it has proceeded io the 
moſt fatal events. om af ee 

WII juſtice therefore might the ſon of Sitach 
conclude, concerning pride that ſecret ſbream which 
adminiſters to the overflowings of reſentments— 
that it was not made for man, nor furious anger for 
him that is born of a woman: that the one did not 
become his flation, and that the other was deſtruttive 
to all the happineſs he was intended to receive from 


it, How miſerably then muſt thoſe men tuts ty-" 


rants againſt themſelves, as well as: others, who 
grow ſplenetie and revengeful, not only upon the 


lnle unavoidable oppoſitions and offences they mut 


meet. with in the commerce of the. world, but upon 
thoſe which only zeach them by report, and. accord- 
ingly torment their. litile ſouls with meditating, how 


do return the injury, before . they are certain they 


have received. one ? Whether this eager ſenſibiluy 
of wrongs and reſentment, ariſes from thay, general 
cauſe, to which the ſon of Sirach ſeems io reduce 
all fierce anger and paſſion ;. or whether io a certain 

K 4 lourneſa 


ed, on the. other, from he bad 
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ſourneſs of lemper, which flands in every body! 
way, and therefore ſubjett to be often hurt: from 
whickever cauſe the diſorder ſprings, the advice of 
the author of the bock cf Eccleſiaſlicus is proper; 
% Admoniſh a friend, ſays he, it may be he hath not 
„ done it; and if be have, that he do it not again, 
« Admoniſh thy friend, it may be he hath not ſad 
« jt; and if he have, han he ſpeak it not again. 
« There is that {pperh in his ſpeech, but not from 
& his Feart : and who is he who hath not offended 
«© with his tongue?“ 

I canxorT help taking notice hoo of a certain 
ſpecies of forgiveneſs, which'1s ſeldom enforced or 
thought of,” and yet is no way below our regard: ! 
mean ihe forgiveneſs of (hoſe, if we may be allowed 
the expreſhon, whom ve have injuied ourſelves, 
One vculd think that” the diffenly of forgiving 
could only reſt on the ſide of him who has received 
the wrong; but the truth of the faft is often other. 
wile. | I be cenſciouſneſs of havirg provoked an- 
other's reſentn ent, often excites the aggre ſſor to 
keep beſore- and wah the man he has hurt; ard 
not only io hate im for the evil he expebls 1 in return, 
but even io purlue him down, and put it out of hi 
powe ro meke repeiſals. 
| Tus baſerefs of this is ſuch, that it is ſufficient 
to make the ſeme cbſervation, which was made upen 
the crime ot parricide mongſt the Grecians ;— 
t was fo black, —their legiſlators did not ſuppole it 
could be committed, and therefore made no law to 


puniſh it. SER- 


e this care 3. he directs him to enquire in what 
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Duty of. setting Bounds 
| Desires. ; 


1 KINGS iv. 13. 


4nd he. 2 unto him, Say now unto her, Beho!d, 
thou haft been careful for us with a'l this care; 

. _—what is to. be done for thee ? —would/t thou 

. be. ſpoken. for to the king, or the captain of the 

7 hoſt 9 Aud ſhe A W 1 dwell among 

mine own. FOR. | 2 


"UE firſt part of: the text is the. words which 
the prophet Eliſha puts into the mouth of his 
ſervant Gehazi, as a meſſage of thanks to the woman 
of Shunam for her great kindneſs and hoſpitality ; 
of which, after the acknowledgment of his juſt ſenſe, 

which Ghats is bid to deliver in the words— : 


© Behold, thou halt been careful for us with all 


manner he may beſt menen a teturn in diſcharge 
of che obligation What ſhall be done for 
1 thee ?, Would thou be ſpoken for to the kivg, 

K 5 or 


by, he turned jn duther to eat biead, The ſacred 
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5 0s the captain of the hoſt ?“ The laff part of ihe 


text is the Shunamite's anſwer, which implies a re- 
fuſal of ite hotiour or advantage which the prophet 
intended to bring upon her by ſuch an application, 
« hich ſhe. indirefly. expreſſes in her contentment 
and ſatisſaction with what ſhe enjoyed in ber preſent 
ſtation; © I dwell among mine own. people.“ 
This inſtance of ſelf.denial in the Shunamue, is but 
properly the introquttion to ber ſtory, and gives riſe 
to that long and very pathetic tranſattion which fol. 
lows, —1n the ſupernatural grant of a child, which 
Gop had mary years denied her,. the affetting 
loſs of him as ſcon as he was grown up,—and his 
refioration to life by Eliſha, after he had been ſome 
time dead ; the whole of which, though extremely 


2 ard forming ſuch incidents as would 


afford ſufficient maner for inſſ ruttion, yet, as it will 
not fall within the intention of this diſcuurſe, 1 ſhall 
beg leave at this time barely to conſider, thoſe pre- 
vicus circumſtances of it, to which the text confines 
me; upon which I ſhall enlarge with ſych refleQions 
as occur, and then proceed to that pratlical uſe and 
exhortatton, which will naturally fall from it, 


We find that after Eliſha had reſcued the di- 


Rrefled widow and her iwo ſons from the hands of 


the creditor, by the miraculous multiplication of her 


oil,. — that he paſſed on to Shunam, where, we 
Tead, was a great woman, and ſhe conltrained him 


to cat bread; and ſo it was, that as ofien as he paſſed 


hiftorian 


hiſlorain ſpeaks barely of her temporal eondition 
and ſtation in life“ That ſhe was a great wo- 
« man ;** but deſcribes not the more material part of 
her, her virtues and charafter, becauſe they were 
more evidently to be diſcovered from the tranſaftion 
ſelf; from which it appears, that ſhe was not on 

wealthy, but likewiſe cflatitable, and of a very con- 
ſiderate turn of mind. Far after many repeated 
invitations and entertainments at her houſe, finding 
his occaſions called him to a frequent paſſage that 
way j——ſhe moves her huſband to ſet up and 
furniſh a lodging for him, with all the conveniences 
which the ſimplicity of thoſe times required: And 
ſhe ſaid unto her huſband, Behold now, I perceive 
that this is an holy man of Gop, which paſſeth by 
us continually ; let us make him a little chamber, I 
pray thee, on the wall, and let us ſet for him there 
a bed, and a table, and a ſlool, and a candleftick; 
and it ſhall be when he comeih ro us, that he ſhall 
turn in thither.“ She perceived he was a holy 
man, —ſ{he had had many oppor:unities, as he 
palled by them continualiy, of obſerving his beha» 
viour and deportment, which {he had carefully re- 
marked, and ſaw plainly what he was. The ſanc- 
tity and ſimplicity of bis manners, the ſeve- 
riiy of his life, hs zeal for the religion 


of his Gop, and the uncommon fervency of his Mil 


devotion, when he worſhipped before him, 
which ſeemed his whole buſineſs and employment 


upon earth all beſpoke him pot à man of 
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8 SERMON XIII. 
this world, but one whoſe heart and afſections were 
fixed upon another object which was dearer and more 
important to him. But as ſuch outward appearances 
may, and often have been counterfeited, ſo that the 
actions of a man are certainly the only imierpreten 
"tobe: relied on; whether ſuch colours ate true of 
-falſe—ſo ſhe had heard that all was of a piece there, 
and that he was throughout conſiſtent; that he had 

never in any one inflance of his life acted as if he 

had any views in the affairs of this world, in which 
he had never intereſted himſelf at all, but where the 
glory of his Gop, or the geod and preſervation of 

his fellow- creatures, at fitſt, inclined him: that, in a 

late inſlance, be fore he came to Shunam, he had 
done one of the kindeſt and moſt charitable actions 
that a good man could have done, in afliſting the 
widow and fatherleſs; and, as the fact was fingular, 
and bad juſt happened before her knowledge of him, 
no doubt ſhe had heard the ſlory with all the tender 

circuieſtances Which a true report would give it in 
his favour; namely, that a certain woman whoſe 

HTwſband was lately dead, and had left her with her 

"children in a very helpleſs condition very de- 
ſlitute—and, what was ſtill worſe, charged with a 
debt ſhe was not able to pay ;—that her creditor 
'bore exceeding hard upon her, and finding her 

litile worth in ſubſtance, was going to take the ad- 
vantage which the law allowed of ſeizing her two 
ſons for his bondſmen ; fo that ſhe had not only loſt 
her huſband; which had made her miſerable enough 

. 8 


already, 
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already, but was going to be bereaved of her chil- 
dren, which were the only comfort and ſupport of her 
lifez—==that upon her coming to Eliſha wuh this 
fad ſtory, he was touched with compaſſion for her 
misforinnes, and had uſed all the power and intereſt 
which he had with his Gop to relieve and befriend 


ber; which, in an unheard-of manner, by the mi- 


raculous increafe of her oil, which was the only 


ſubſtance ſhe had left, he had ſo bountifully effected, 
as not only to diſentangle her from her difficulties | 
in paying the debt, but withal, what was ſtill more 


enerous, to enable her to live comfortably the 
remainder of her days. She conſidered, that charity 
and compaſſion was ſo leading a virtue, and had 
ſuch an influence upon every other part of a man's 
charakter; as to be a ſufficient proof by itſelf of the 
inward diſpoſition and goodneſs of the heart; but 
that ſo engaging an inſtanee of it as this, exerciſed in 
ſo kind and fo ſeaſonable a manner, was a demon- 
{tration of his —and that he was in truth, what 


outward cireumſtances beſpoke, a holy man of GOD. 
As ibe Shunamue's principle and motive for 


ber hoſpitality to Eliſha was juſt, as it ſprung from 


an idea of the worth and merit ot her gueſt, fo like- 


"wiſe was the manner of doing it kind and cophde- 
tate. It is obſervable, ſhe does not ſolicit her huſ- 


band to aſſign him an apartment in her own houſe, 
but to duild him a chamber on the wall apart 
ſhe conſidered, that true piety wanted no wit- 


neſſes, and was always moſt at caſe when molt | I 
15 | Private; | 


= 
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private — that 4he -tumult and diſlraction of 3 
large family etre not fit for the ſilent meditations of 
ſo haly a men, who. would perpetually there meet 
with ſomething either to interrupt his devotion, or 
offend the purity of hit manners ;—that moreover, 
under ſuch an independent roof, where he could take 
ſhelter es often as his occaſions required, ſhe thought 
he migbt taſſe the pleaſure which was natural to 
man, in poſſeſſing ſomething like what he could call 
his own, — „hat is no ſmall part of conferring 
a favaur, he would ſcarce feel the weight ef it, or at 
leaſt much ſeldomer in this manner, than where a 
daily invitation and repetition of the kindaeſs per. 
petually put him in mind of his obligation. If any 
thing could ſtul add io, this——it was—that it did 
not appear to be the dry offer of a faint, civility 
but that it came directly from the heart. There is 
a niceiy in honeſt, minds, which will not accept of a 
cold and. ſuſpected oller, —and even when it appears 
to be ſincere and truly meant, there is a modeſſy in 
true merit which knows not how to accept it; and 
no doubt ſhe had one, if not both theſe difficulties 
to conquer in their turns. — For we read, that ſhe 
conſtrained him, and in all likelihood forced his ac- 
ceptance of it with all the warmth and friendly o- 
penneſs of a humane and hoſpitable temper, 

Ir is with benefits as wich injuries in this reſpett, 
that we do not ſo much weigh the accidental good 
or evil they do us, as that which they were deſigned 
to do us; chat is, we conſider no part of them - 

N muc 


e 
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much os their intention. And dhe prophet's beha=. 
viour conſequent upon | thisg'ſhews he beheld-at. - 
through this medium, or in ſome ſuch e r 
19 as Ine placed ij t.. nmat nlitw 
THERE is no burden fo heavy to a grateful: e 

11 debt of Kindneſs unpaid ed we may be hebe 

Eliſha felt it fo, from the earneſt defire-winch ha 
had, upon the immediate receipt of this, wo diſenarge 

himſelf of it, which he expreſſes in the text in the 
warmeſt manner “ Beheld, thou hafl.:: been 
« careful for us with all this core: What ſhall-be 
done for thee ? Wouldſt thou be ſpoken for to the 
& king, or the captain of the hoſt por There isa 
degree of honeſt impatience in the words, ſueh 28 
was natural to a good man, who would not be be- 
hind-hand with his bene factor. But there is one 
thing which may ſeem flrange at firſt fight, that as 
her {tation- and condition of life was ſuch, that ſhe 
appeared rather to have abounded already, than 
ſtood in want of any thing in this world which ſuch 
an apphcauon could ſupply, why the prophet 
ſhould not rather have propoſed ſome ſpirnual ad- 
vantage, which, as it would better have become the 


ſanctity of his iber on the one hand, ſo, on the 


other, it would have done a more ren nnd laſling 
ſervice to his fend. 0 

Bur ve are to rell.R, that, in returning Loved, 
we at differently trom wer we do in conferring 
them ;—in the one caſe we ſimply conſider what is 
beſt,—in the other what is molt accep:able. The 


reaſon 
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reafon is that we have a tight to act according to out 
own ideas of whit will do che party moſt good, in 
the cafe where” we below a favour ;—=—bat, whete 
we return one, We loſe this right, and aft according 
to his conceptions'who has obliged us, and endeavour 
to repay in ſuch a manner as we think is moſ{ likely 
to be accepted in diſcharge of the obligation. 
So that, though we are not to imagine Eliſha could 
be wanting in religious duties, as well as wiſhes, to 
ſo boſpitable a friend, we may yet ſuppoſe he wa 
direkted here by this principle of equity ;——a 
that, in refleting in what manner he ſhould requite 
his benefactreſs, he Had conſidered, that to one of 
ber affluent condition, who had all the reaſonable 
comforts of an independent life,—if there. was ar 
pa ſlion yet unſatisfied, it mult certainly be ambition; 
Kat though in geberal it was an irregufar appetite, 
Which, in molt caſes, *twas dangerous to gratify, yet 
in effect *twas only fo far criminal, as the power 
which is acquired was perverted to bad and vicious 
purpoſes, which it was not likely to be here, from 


the ſpecimen ſhe had already given of her dipoſition; 


which {hewed, that if ſhe did wiſh for an increaſe of 
wealth and honour, ſhe wiſhed it only, as it would 


enable her more generouſly to extend her arm in 


kind offices, and increaſe the power as well as (he 
opporiuniijes of doing good, © 


I juſtice o Eliſha's" motive, which muſt have 
Been good, we muſt ſuppoſe he conſidered his offer 
In'thus fight ; and what principally led him to propoſe 
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it, was the great intereſt which he had with che king 
of Iſrael at that time, whieh he had merited by a 
ſignal (ervice ; and as he had no views for himſeif, 
de thought it could not be employed ſo well as in 
eſlabliſhing the fortune. of one, whoſe virtue might 
be ſo ſafely truſted with it. It was a juſlifiable pre- 

poſſeſſion in her favour, — though one, not always to 
be relied on; for there is many a one who, in a 

moderate Nation, and with a leſſer degree of power, 


has behaved with honour and unblemiſhed reputation, 
and who has even borne the buffetings of adverſe 


fortune well, and manifeſted great preſence and 
irength of mand under it, whom nevertheleſs, a high 
exaltation has at once overcome, and ſo entirely 
changed, as if the party had left, not only his virtue, 
but even himſelf behind him. 


Wurz the Shunamite dreaded, t to. make. 


this dangerous experiment of, herſelf,——or, which 
ts more likely, that ſhe had learned to ſet. bounds to 
her deſires, and was too well ſatisfied with ber pre- 
ſent condition to be tempted out of it, ſhe declines the. 


cer in the cloſe of the text ——* 1, dwell amongſt 


mine own people as if ſhe had ſaid, © The 


intended kindneis is far from being ſmall b it is 


not uſeful to me; I live here, as thou art a witneſs, 
in peace, in a be obſcurity not ſo 


© high as to provoke envy, nor ſo low as to be 


© trodden down and deſpiſed, | In this ſafe and 
middle ſtate, as I have lived amongſt my own 
< people, ſo let me Shag out of the reach, both of the 

cares 


hn 


I, 
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g ecates and glories of the world is fit, O holy 
« men of Gov . that I learn ſome time or other 10 
ſet bounds ro m deſires; and if I cannot fu 
them now, when I have already more than 

& wants require, when ſhalt 1 hope to do ii 70. 


& how ſhould I expect, that even this increaſe of if 


* honour ot fortune would fully ſatisſy and content 
« my ambition, ſhould } now give way to it ? 
So engaging an inſtance of unaffected moderation 
and feMf-denial, deſerves well to be confidered by the 
buſtlers in dus world 5-<— becaufe, if we are to 
trull the face aud courſe of things, we ſcarce ſee any 
virtue ſo hard to be pat-1n practice, and which the 
generality of mankind ſeem ſo unw ilhng 10 learn, 
ay this of knowing when they havr enough, 
and when it is time to givt over their worldly pur- 
ſuits.— Aye but nothing is more eaſy, you will 
anſwer, ihan to fix this; point, and ſet certain bounds 
10 ii“ For my own part, you will ſay, 1 declare 
F want. and would wh no more, but à ſullicient 
comperency of thoſe things which are roquiſite to 
the real uſes and occaſions of life, ſuitable to the 
way I have been taught 0 expeti from uſe and edu · 
cation. Hut recolledt how ſeldom it ever happens, 
when theſe points are ſecured, bur that new occa- 
ſions and new. necefinics preſent themſelves, and, 
every day as you grow vieher, freſh wants are diſ- 
covered which riſe up before you as you aſcend the 
hill; ſo that every ſtep you take, every acceſ- 
fron io your fortune, ſeis your defires one _ 
5 | 5 farther 
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farther from veſt and ſatis facing ¶A＋hat ſomeihing 
you have not yet gtafped, und poſfibly never ſhells 
bat devil of s phantom, unpoſſeſſed and unpoſ- 


ſeſlable; 18 perpetually haunting you, and flepping in 
belwixt you and your eontentme nt. Unha 


creature j to think of enjoying that bleſſing without 


moderation | or imagine that ſo ſacred a temple 
cat be raiſed upom the foundation of wealth or 
power i the ground wok is not laid within 
your o mit; they will as ſoom add a cubit to 
your ſtature, s 10 your heppineſs. To bo con- 
vinced it is 0, e lovk up tu thoſe: who have 
got as high as their warmieſd wiſhes could carry them 
in this aſcent «Do you obſerve they live the benery, 
ths. longer, e merrier, ot that they ſleep the 
ſounder in their beds, far having twice as much a8 
they wanted, or well know how to diſpoſe of ?-— 
Ot all rules hs calculating happineſs, this is the moſt - 
deceful,, and which few but weak minds, and thoſe 
unprattiſed in the world too, ever think of applying 
33 the meaſure in ſuch an eſtimation, — Great and 
inex pre ſſible may be the happmeſs, which a moderate 
ſoriune and moderate deſire-, wWiih a confeiculels 
of virtue, wil ſecure. Many are the ſilent plea- 
ſures of the honeſt peaſant, who riſes cheerful io his 
labour, Why ſhould they not ?--Look into his 
houſe, the ſeat ot each man's happineſs ; has he not 
the ſame domeſtic endearments,—the ſame joy and 
comfort in his children, and as flattering; hopes af 
their doing well, to calivea his hours and glad his 


heart, 


C of n . 
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136 SERMON XIII. | 
heart, as vou. could conceive in the higheſt Ration? 


—And I mike no doubt in general, but if the trig 
fate of his joys and ſufferjags, could be fairly balan. 
ced with thoſe of his betters, whether any thing 
would appear, af the fagi of the account. but what 
would recommend the moral of this diſcou:f: 


J bis, I own, is not be attained io, by .the cy . 


Rale trick of haranguing againft the goods; of fortune, 
— They were never intended to be talked out of tie 
world ; but, as virtue and true wiſdom he 1n the 
middle of extremes, on one hand, not to neglett 
and. deſpiſe riches, fo as to forget acrlghees, and on 
the other, not to purſue and love them ſo as to forget 
G0; to have them ſometimes in our heads 


. don, nn more N in out 


hearts. 
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Self-Examination. IP 


* 
— "oe ron 


ISAIAH 1. . 
The 0x 8 its owner, and the 1 his Hh 
cr1b ;—but 1jract doth not ere people on 


not 3 . 


MJ} T4 


T* FP erde Ps an 1 reproach * the 
prophet's, laid zgainſt the Iſtaeliies, which 
may ſalely be applied to every hecdleſs and unthank- 
ful people, who are neiiber won by Gop's mercies, 
nor 4errified by his puniſhmenis.— There i is a giddy, 
thouphiieſs, imemperate ſpirit gone forth into the 
woild, winch pulleties the generally of mankind ;— 
and the reaton the world is undone, is, becauſe the 
world dees uct conſider 5 neither awful 
regard to COD noi the true relation themſelves 
bear to him. Could they conſider this, and learn to 
weigh the cauſes, and compare the conſequences of 
things, and io exerciſe the reaſon which Gop has 
put into us for the government and direction of our 
lives, —— there wuuld be ſome hopes of a reſorma- 
uon —=—but as the world gees, there is no * 
or 


* — RD cnn. 4 — — — = 
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188 SERMON XIV. 
for fuch-enquiries3 end fo full are our mid 0 
other matters, that we have no time to aſk, or egi 
heart to anſwer the queſliens we ought 10 put to our. 1 
WAT VNN our condition is, tie to be ac 
quainted with it in time, to be able to ſupply wha 
is wanting, —and examine the ſtate of our account, In 
before we come to give them up to an impariil if 
judge. * n „ Ct 

THz moſt inconſiderate fee the reaſonableneſs of 
this,—there being few, I believe, either ſo thought. 
leſs, or even ſo bad, but that they ſometimes enter {prepa 
upon this duty, and have ſome ſhort intervais of ſelf. Wwe p 
examination, which they are forced upon, if from oer 
no other motive, yet at lealt-to free themſelves from ſWolhce 
the load and oppreſſion of ſpirits they myſt neceſſi. {bor 
rily be ſubje& to without it.— But 23 the ſcripture I ide 
frequently intimates and obſervation confirms it Nl 
daily, — that there are many miſtakes attending the (W® lit 
diſcharge of this duty, — 1 cannot make the remain · I Purp 
der of this diſcourſe more uſeful, than by a ſhort en · In 1 
quiry imo them. I hall therefore, firi, beg leave I ua 
to remind you of ſome of the many unhappy ways, pus 


by which we often ſet about this irkſome'tafk of ex · ¶ cite 


amining our works, without being either the better and 
or the wiſer for the employment, | othe 

Ap firſt then, Jet us begin with that which is the N eer 
foundation of almoſt all the other falſe meaſures we 
take in this matter, —that ts, the ſetting about the 
examination of our works, before we are p__y 

| | Wu 
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ont honeſt 
ung the work at the wrong end. Theſe pre- 
j0us diſpoſitions in the heart, are the wheels that 
ſhould make this work go eaſily and ſucceſsfully 
warde and to take them off, and proceed 
ithout them, tis no miracle, i, like herdab's cha- 
nots, they that deve my e them * 


artial Halong. 
Bes1Des, if a man 4s not 3 . to 


6 of {reform his faults ——— us not likely he thould be in- 


ght. Fclined to ſee them, nor will all the weekly 
niet {preparations that ev et were wrote, bring him nearer 
ſelf. N ce point ſo that, with how ſerious a face ſo- 
rom Never _ begins to examine, —he go longet does the 


rom FſWofice of an enquirer, but: an apolagilt, whole 


eſſa Mbvfineſs is yot to ſearch for truch—but Tkilfuily 40 
ture FWhide it,—So long therefore, as this pre- engagement 
ns it Nlaſts betwixt the man and his old habit, Abere 
the is little proſpett of proving his works to any good 
ain · N purpoſe— of whatever kind they ate, with fo ſtrong 
en- in intereſt and power on theit ſide. At in other 
ave Wirals, ſo in this, 'tis no wonder if the evidence is 


ays, puazled and confounded, and the ſeveral facts and 


en · N ciccumſtances fo twaſted from their natural ſhapes, 
ter ¶ and the hole proof ſo altered and confirmed on che 

other ſide,—as to leave the laſt Rate of that man 
the eren worſe than the firſt. 


we A szconD: unhappy, though general miſtake, in - 


the I this great duty of proving our works,—is that which 
red te cpelile hints at; in the doing it, not by a direct 


11th 4 examina- 


tions to amend them. This is 
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200 SERMON'XIV. 
examination of our own ations, but from a compa 
-tive view of them with the * n oull 
men. 

Wurd a man is going to enter upon this wat 
of {elf-exammation—there is nothing {o:common; g 
to ſee him look round him—inflead- of lookin 
lain him.—He looks round, —{1nds-out ſome u 
who is more malicious, — ſees another that is mc 
> a third that is more proud and imperiou 
himſel—and ſo indicefly forms a jucgment d 
bim elf, not from a review of his liſe, and a provi 
of his own works, as the apollle direQs him, but . 
ther from proving- the works of others, and fronfi* 
their infu mities and de fettis drawing a deceiiful con- 
cluſion in favour of himſelf. In all \competuion 
of this kind one may veniure to ſay there wil 
be ever ſo much of ſelf-love i in a man, as to drawa 
flattering likeneſs of one of the parues and tis well 


it he has rot ſo much malignity too, as to give but. 


coarſe picture of the other,. finiſhed with ſo many 


hard firckes, as to make the one as unlike nts origin None 


as the other, . 
Tus the Phariſee, i he 5 the temple 


no ſooner ſaw the Publican, but that momeni | 


he formed the idea to himſelf of all the vices and 
corruptions that could poſſibly enter into the man! 
character, —and with great dexterity flated all bu 
own virtues and good qualities over-againſl them, 
His abſtinence and frequent faſlings, —exaQneſs in 
the debts and ceremonies of the law; not * 

dhe 
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mpa e account i he -onght to. have done, ia this man - 
fe: What! though this man is à publican and a 
oer, baue not k my vices 28 vell as he? Lis tue, 
x particulap office expoſes him to many. temptations 
_ FF commitging extortion and injullice ;—but then, 
m bot I a devoter of widow's houſes, and guilty 
one of the molt cruel inſlances of the ſame crime? 
e pollibly is a profane perfor, and may (et reli- 
108, at pought ; but do not I myſelf for a pretence 
uke long prayers, and bring the greaeſt of all 
andals upon teligion, by making it a cloak to my 
tbivous and worldly view — lk he, laſtly, is 
lebauched, and intemperate, am not J conſcious 
con- f corrupt and wanton, diſpoſitions ; and that a 
nom ar and guarded: outſide is my beſt precence. to the 
vil Nppoſite charafter? ä 55 
ir a map will examine his works by a compara - 
Ive view of them with others, — this, no doubt, 
vould be the fairer way, and, leaſt likely to miſlead 
in,—But as this is ſeldom the method this trial is 
zone through, in faQ ut generally. turns out to be 
u ireacherous and deluſive to the man himſelf, as it 
Kuncandid to the man who is dragged, into the com- 
men pariſon; and whoever judges of himſelf by this.cule, 


Wor 


ani long as there iz no ſcarcity of vicious characters 
nan In the world. — tis to be feared he will often take 


be occaſions of triumph and rejoicing, where in truth 
be ought rather to be ſorry and-aſhamed. 
THIRD error in the manner of proving our 
works, is what we are guilty, of, when we leaye out 
VOL. Mo L 5 


of 


WE 


” 
_ 


of the calculation the only 3 k pe them; 
J mean, the motives ard firſt principles from when 
they proceeded, There is many a fair inſtance 
generoſity, chaſtity, and ſelf.denial, which the wal 
may give a man the credit of, . if he woll 
give himſelf the leiſure to reſlelt upon. and ira 
ack to their firſt ſprings; —he would be conſci 
proceeded from ſuch views and intentions, as, i 
known, would not be to his honour.—The truth 
this may be made evident by a thouſand inſlance 
mi fe: —and yet theie is nothing more uſual than 
for a man when he is going upon this duty of fel 
examination,—-inflead of calling his own ways tore 
membrance, — to cloſe the wh. le enquiry at orte, 
with this ſhort challenge ;—* That he defies it 
zecrld to Jay ill of him.“ If the world has no ex 
preſs evidence, this indeed may be an argument df 
his good luck; but no ſatisſactory one, of the rea 
goodneſs and innocence of his life.—A man may be 
a very bad man, —and yet, through caution 
through deep laid policy and deſign, may ſo guarl 
all outward appearances, as never to want ihis negs- 
tive teſlimony on bis fide ;—that the world 
knows no evil of hum, how lle ſoever he deſe ie 
it.— Of all efJays upon a man's ſelf, this may be 
ſaid to be the ſlighteſt; this method ef proving ihe 
goodne ſs of our "wacks—differing but little in kind 
from that unhappy one, which meny unwery people 
take in proving the goodneſs of their coin, who, 


if ut happens 10 be ſuſpicious, —inſtead of bringing 
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either to the balance or the touch ſtone, to try its 

onh;—they ignorantly go forth; try, if they can 

vhenc aſs it upon the world :—if ſo, a; is well, and they 

ce te faved all the expence and pains of Enquiring aftec 

werd detefling the cheat. 

wou A yoUr TH error in this duty of examination of 
| raeen's works —is that of committing the iaſk to others; 

cio an error into which thouſands of W 
a8, Wreatures are enſnared in the Romiſh church, by her 
uld ottrines of auricular confeſſion, of works of ſupere- 
lance ozation, and the many lucrative practices raiſed up- 
| than what capital lock ;— he trade of which is carried to 
f fel ſuch a heiaht, in Pop, ſn countries, that if you was at 
10 f Rome or Naples now, and was diſpoſed, in compliance 
once g vith the apoſtle” 8 ee e, in the text, to ſet about 
'S ft this duty. to prove your own works, —'iis great odds 
0 e vhether you would be ſuffered to do it yourſelf with- 
ent out iverrupiion ; ; and you might be faid to have eſcap- 
e reed weil, if the firſt perſon you conſulted upon it, did 
ay Wot alk you out of your reſoluton, and pollibly your 
——Wſ:nſecs too at the ſame time =Prove your works 1-— 

for Heaven's fake, deſiſt from fo raſh an under- 
„ing. What! truſt your own {kill and judgment 
in a matter of fo much difficulty and importance, — 

E when they are ſo many whoſe buſineſs it is, who 
Y be MW underſtand it ſo well, and who can do it for you wich 

g WeW {© much ſafety. and advantage. | | | 
kind Ir your works mult be provgg,'you would be advi- 
Opie WF fed by all means to ſend them to undergo this operation 
who, W with ſome one who knows what he is about, — 
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ther ſome expert and noted confeſſor of the church 
— or to {ome convent, or religions ſocieiy, whi 
are in poſſeſſion of a large flock of good works of 
kinds, wrought up by ſaints and confeſlors, whers 
you may ſuit yourſelf—and eicher get the effetls of 
your own ſupplied-—or be accommodated with ve 
ones ready proved to your hands, ſealed, and certified 
to be ſo, by the 's commiſfary and the notarig 
of his ece leſiaſtic court. There needs tile more 
lay open ibis fatal error, — than barely to repreſent 
it. So 1 fhall only add a ſhort rematk,—that the 
| wha are perſuaded to be thus virtuous by proxy, and 
will prove the goodneſs of their works only by depu- 
ties. will have ne reaſon to complain xgainſt GOD 
Juſtice, —if he ſuffers them to go to heaven only in iht 
fame manner,—that by depnties oo. 

Tux laſt miſtake whick I ſhall have time to men. 
tion, is that which the Methodifts have fevived, fot 
tis no new error but one which has miſled thous 
lands before theſe days, wherever Enthuſiaſm had got 
footing,——and that is the attempting to prove 
their works by that very argument which is the gien. 
eſt proof of iheir weakneſs and ſuperſtition:— I mean 
that extraordinary impulſe and intercourſe with the 
Spirit of Gop which they pretend to, and whoſk 
operations (if you truſt them) are fo ſenſibly felt 
in their hearts and ſouls, as to render at once all othet 
be of their works deedleſ to themſelves.— Thi, 

own, is one of the moſt ſummary ways of proceed - 
ing in this duty of ſelſ. examination, and as it proves 
| | a man's 
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SERMON XIV. 195 
man's work in the groks, i it faves him a world of ſo- 
r thought and ed afier Fr vexatious pa- 
ulars. 


ence is ditect. For when, a man, Team of theie 
ward workings—and wakes with the impreſſi on of 
hem ſtrong upon his brain; *tis not ſtrange he ſhould 
Mk himſelt a choſen veſſel, —{anAlified » within, and 
ned up unto the perfeft day of r1-macion : and 
þ long as ſuch a one is led captive by this error. 

here is nothing 1 in nature to induce him to this duty 
of examining his own works in the ſenſe of the pro- 
qhet :——for however bad they are, —fo long as his 
vedulity and enthuſiaſm equal them, cs impoſſible 
hey ſhould diſturb his conſcience, or frighten him 
mo a reformation, Theſe are ſame of the unhap= 
V miſtakes in the many methods this work is ſet a- 
bout which in a great meaſure rob us of the 
fruits we expefted—and ſometimes ſo entirely blaſt 


hem, that we are neuher dhe beter or wiſer for hh | 


he pains we have taken. 

Tue nE are many ather falſe Nr hich ES. 
he ſame way but the delineation of theſe, how= 
ever, may ſerve at preſent, not only as ſo many 
and-marks to guard us from this dangerous coalt 
which 1 have deſcribed, but to direct us likewiſe in- 
io that fate one, where we can only expect the re- 
vard the goſpel promiſes. For if, according to the 
firſt recited cauſes, a man fails in examining || 13 
works, from a d finclination to reform them, —from 


L 3 partial. T 


INDEED, if the dremiſes were true, its infe⸗ 
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partiality of compariſons, from flattery to hn ki 
own motives, and a vain dependence upon the op peac: 
nion of the world, —the concluſion is unavoidable, 
bat he muſt ſearch for the qualities the moſt op- 
polite to theſe for his conduftors,— And if he hope 
to diſcharge this work ſo es to have advantage fron 
it—that he muſt ſet out upon the principles of an 
honeft head, willing to reform itſelf, and attached 
principally to that object, without regard to the {pi. 
ritual condition of others, or the miſguided opinion 


which the world may have of himſelf. 


THar, for this end—he muſſ call his own ways 
to remembrance, and ſearch out his ſpirit ;—{earch 
his aclions with the ſame critical exactneſs and the 
ſame piercing curioſity, we are wont to fit in judg- 
ment upon others j»=—=varniſhing nothing—and 


.diſpuiling nothing. If he proceeds thus, and in 


every relation of life takes a full view of himſcif 
without pre judice. traces his actions to their 
principles without mercy, and looks into the dark 
corners and receſſes of his heart without fear, -and 
if, upon ſuch an enquiry—he acts confiſtent with 
his view in it, by reforming his errors, ſeparating the 


droſs, and purifying the whole maſs with repen- 


tance ;—this will bid fair for examining a man's 
works in the apofije's ſenſe :=-and whoever diſ- 
charges \the duty thus—with « view to ſcripture, 
which is the rule in this caſe and to reaſon, which 
is the applier of this rule in all cafe need not 
fear but he will have what the prophet calls rejoicing 


27 
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in kimfelf, and that he will lay the foundation of his 
ace and comfort where it ought to lie—that is, 
dable, I within bimſelf—in the teſtimony of a good con- 
l op-· ſcience, and the joy ful expectation, that, having 
hopes done his utmoſt to examine his own works here, G Oo 
fran will except them | hereafter through the merits. of |} 
of u Chriſt; which Gov grant. Amen. = "oa 
ache} | | | 


j . 1 . 
mon | 1 
„ 


fo h 
e ons 


_ | | | | 175 
earch | Fd | / i 
d the | iy 
judg. 6/40 | | | 15 
—and 5 BLESS + 
mſcil i 11 
theit ] | 
dark DR 

=and E 

With . | 3 | r 
the | 

day | | Spk. 
an“ a | | | | - 
dif. = : 2 | 
ure, 

ch 

not 


PIE Sb 1 22 : _ ah < 
& 53S 1 N n 4 . 4 
— OS. + » = 5 2 x 


2 l 9 vw 3 2 2 "he =” 1 
n RM. 2 6& e 72 8 5; A 

E ws . 3 N =. 3 1 whe Bout Eu ATI 3 2 4 = 
bs = 3 - * * * - . 


2 
© BR Fa, 
S 


i} 


* — 


N n K 5 P I 
x N 7 * n Ay Io 2 . 6 * 9 
* — 5 Oe — . — * Fe 4 e . "Lp "=. 27 : 2 
KF: 2 "dats "DO & . * . IS STEIN DF 3 13 S 


"000 
us 4. 


17 


\ . 
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lob 8 Expostulation with” "is 
Wife. 


11. 10. 


What 1 Shall we receive good at the hend of Col, 
and ſhall we not receive evil aljo ? | 


T. Ek ane he words of Joh, unreted in * 
depth of his misfortunes, by way of reproof 10 
his wife, for the counſel we find ſhe had given him 
in the foregaing verſe; namely, not to retajn his 
integrity any longer, —vut 10 curfe, God and. die, 
Though it is noi very evident, what was particularly 
meant and implied in the words Curle 
Goo and die, ——yet it is certain from Job's te- 
ply to them, that they direted- him to ſome fiep, 
which was raſh and unwarrantable, and probably as 
it is generally explained, meant that he: ſhould openly 
call Go D's jullice to an account 3 and by a blaſphe- 
mous acculation of it, provoke Go» to deſtroy his 
being: as if ſhe had "Gal After ſo many fad 
things which have befallen thee, notwith(landing thy 


integrif 


JOB 
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mtegrity, what. gaineſt thou by ſerving Gov, ſee. 
ing he bears thus hard upon thee, as though thou 
wt his enemy P-——Onght fo Faithful a ſetvant as 
thou haſt been, to rective ſo much unkind treatment 
at his hand: and tamely 16 ſubmir to it ? — patient 
ſy to ſuſtain the evils he has broughi upon thy houſe, 
and nenher murmur with thy bps, nor charge kiln 
wih injuſſice P-—=Bear it not thus ; ——and as thy 
pie y could not at fiift protect thee how ſuch mis- 
fortunes, —nor thy behaviour under them could ſince 
move G oD to take pity on her; — change thy con- 
duct towards him ;—boldly expoſtulate with him: 
2 upbraid him openly with unkindneft; call 
his juſtice and providence to an account fof oppreſ- 
ſing thee in ſo unde ſerved a manner, and F. thai be- 
hefit by provoking Em, which thou baff not been 
able 10 Mn by lerving him==to die at onte by his 
bands, and be freed at beaſi, from the prewer miſery 
of a lingering and more tormenting death. 


On theother hand, ſome imerpretets tell U that 
the word eur fe, in the origin 


al is equivocal, and dees 
more literally tigrify here to biels, inan io blalpheme; 


and tonſequently that the whole is father to be con- 


ſide red as à farcaftical ſcoff at Job's 


piety comms As 


if it had been ſaid: Go to, bleſs Gon, and 


die; ſince thou art fo ready to praiſe him in troubles 
as thou haft dene, go on in thy own Way, and Tee 
bow Gop will rewatd thee, by a miſerable 2 

which thon canft not avvid. 
Wirkovr diſputing the merit of theſe two in- 
tei pre- 
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terpretations, it may not 8 an improbable _ 
zetture. that the words "ply ſomething till different ade 
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from what is expreſſed in either of them: aud nd wo 

mit; ad of ſuppoſing them as an excitement 10 blaf. pits | 

| phene 605 ——which was madreſs—or that they Degan 
.þ weie intended as an inſult, which was unnatural e 27 
"Al that her advice, to curſe GOD and die, was mea Cu 
| here, thai be ſhould refoive upon a veluntary . deaih N 
1 himfeit. which was an act not only in his own pow: ady 
D | er, but what carned ſome appearence of a remedy tate 
| with it, and promi ſed, at leaſt at firſt fight, ſome te- N f 
A ſpite from pain, as it would put an end both his . di 
I! | life and his misfortunes together. ö 15e 
"A | Ons may ſuppoſe that with all the concern and \ 
0 { 


3 


affection which was natural, ſhe behe!4 her lord af 
{litted both with poverty and ſickneſs ; ;—by one ſud- 
den blow brought down from his palace to the dung- Wh 
hill. In one mournful day {he ſaw, that not only 601 
ine fortunes of his houſe were blaſted, but likewiſe both 
the hopes of his polieruy cut off for ever hy the un- Ben 
umely loſs of his children, —She knew he was and 
viriuous and an upright man, and deſerved a better 2 
fate her heart bled the more for him, —ſhe ſaw ihe abe 
proſpe ct he fore him was dread ful. that there ap- = 
peared no pollible means, which could retrieve the al 


th 


Lai =» Goo 


{ad ſituation {of his affaits; — that death, the laſt— _ 
the ſureſt friend to the unfortunate, could oniy | 
ſet him free; and that it was better to reſolve I“ 
upon that at _ thag "ey; endeavour 10 k 


' wade 
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rol ade through. ſuch a fea of troubles, which in the- 


ang od would overwhelin him. We may ſuppoſe her 
pal. a ſinking under thoſe apprehenfions, when ſhe 
they Negan to look upon his conſtancy as a fruitleſs vir- 
er, and from tkat perſuaſion io have ſaid unto him, 
ar Curſe Gop.—depend ho longer upon him, 
ea Nor wait the iſſues of his providence, which has al- 
ow Deady forſaken thee: — as there is no help from that 
iedy quarier,—refolve to exirica'e tby ſelf and ſince 
e re. ou hall met with no juſtice in this Wcrldh -- 
bis J die, and force thy paſſage into a better coun- 
ty, where misfortunes cannot tollow thee. 
nd WaeTHER this paraphraſe upon the words is 
1 af. Hol, or the former interpretations be admiued 
* * reply in che text is equally proper; 
ung. What !-—Shall we receive good at the hands of 
only Gon, and ſhall we not. receive evil alſo? Are not 
with both alike the diſpenſations of an all-wiſe and = 


Being,” who knows and determines what is be 


receive the one, and yet be ſo ſ artial as to rejett the” 
her, when, by fairly putting both into the ſcale, I 
may be convinced haw much the good outweighs the 
vil in all caſes ) — la my own conſider how _— 
1s argument is againſt me. . 

Ix the beginning of my days, val did Gov 


crown me. with honuur ! in how remarkable a man- 


and wherefore {ſhould I make myſelf the judge, to 


ner did his providence ſet a hedge about me, and a- 
bout all that 1 had on every fide !—how he proſper- 
ed. 
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ed the works of my hands, ſq that our ſubſſance an 
happipels ingreaſed every day! Ss 
ANp now, when, for reaſons beſt known to h 
infinite wiſdoq, be has thought fit to try me with of 
flictions,—ſhall I rebel againfl bim in ſinning wih 
my lips, and charging him fooliſhly ?—Gop forbid 
9 rather may 1 look up towards that hand which 
bas bruiſed me, for he waketh fore and he bindeth 
up,—he woundeth, and bis hands wake whole 
From his bounty only has iſſued all I had; from hy 
wiſdem—all 1 here olt ; for he giveth, and he hall 
taken away; bleſſed be his naue! 7 
Tug BE are few inſlances of particular virtue 
more engaging than thoſe of this heroic caſt ; and if 
we may lake the tellimony of a heathen philoſopher 
upon it, there is not an objekt in this world which 
Gop can be ſuppefed to look down upon with 
greater pleaſure, than that pf a good man involved 
in misfortunes, ſurrounded on all ſides with difficyl: 
ties—yet cheerfully bearing up his head, and 
rugglivg againſ} them with firmneſs and conſtancy « 
mind. —Certainly, to our conceptions, ſuch objef 
muſt be truly engaging :—and the reaſon of fo en. 
allied an encomium from this hand, is eaſily to be 


guelſed ; no doubt the wiſeſt of the heathen philo. 


ſophers had ſound from obſervation. upon the life of 
man, that the many troubles and infirmities of his na- 
ture, the ſickneſſes, diſappointments, ſorrows 


for the loſs of children or property,” with the num- 


derlei. 
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derleſs other calamnies and croſs accidents to which 
the life of man is ſubject were id themſelves fo great 
and ſe little ſolid comfort to be adminiſtered: from 
the mere. rehnements of philoſophy i in ſuch emergen- 
cies, that there was no- virtue which required greater 
ellores, or which was found fo difficult ts be at- 


pals—which had no foundation to ſuſtain this great 
veighi, which the infirmities of our nature laid upon 
ll. And for this reaſon, cis obſervable that there is 
no ſubject, upon which the. moral writers of antiquity 
have exhaulled ſo much of their eloquence, or where 
id of 4 have ſpent ſuch time and pains, as in this of 
pher endcavouring io reconcile men to theſe evils, Iaſo- 
ich much, that from thence, in mall modern languages, 
"wat the patient enduring of affliction has by degrees ob- 
lyed taned the name of Plutoſophy, and almolt monopo- 
cyl. lized the word to itſelf, as if it was the chief end or 
and compendium of all he wildom which philoſophy 
cy of bad io offer. And indeed, con ſidering what lights 
eli they had, ſome of them wrote extremely well; yet, 
en what they ſaid proceeded more from the: head 
> bel than che heart, ” was generally more calculated to ſi- 
hilo- lence a maß ia his troubles, than to convince and 
e of leach him how ta bear them, And therefore, how- 
na- ever ſubtle and inge niout their argumeats might ap- 
ow pear in the reading, 'tis to be feared they lolt much 
um- of their efficacy when tried in the application. If 
ſefs a man was thruſt back in the world by. diſappoint». 


Vor. V. M SITE ments 


chie ted upon moral principles; upon moral princi.. 
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ments, or—2s was Job's caſe had ſuffered x 


ſudden change in his fortune,. — from an affluent con. 
dition was brought down by-a tram of cruel accident, 


and pinched. with poverty ——philoſophy - weuld 
come in, and exhort him to fland his ground ;—i 
would tel} him that the ſame greatneſs-and firength 


of mind, which enabled him to behave: well in the 


days of his proſperity, ſhould equally enable him t 
behave well in the days of his adverſity ; —that it 
was the. property of only weak and baſe ſpirits, who 


were inſolent in the one, to be dejected and over. 


thrown by the other 3 whereas great and generoy; 
Jouls were at all times calm and equal.—As they en. 
Joy ed the advantages of life with indifference, — 
they were able to refign them with the ſame tem. 
per,—and conſequently, were out of the reach 
of fortune, All which, however fine, and likely to 
ſatisfy the fancy of a man at eaſe, could convey 
but little conſolation-to a heart already pierced with 
ſorrow: ;— nor is it to be conceived how an unfortu- 
nate creature ſhould avy more receive relief from 
ſuch a letture, however juf}, than a man racked with 
an accute fit of the gout or ſtone, could be ſuppoſed 
10 be ſet free from torture by hearing from his phyſi- 
cian- a nice Ciflertation upon his cafe. The philo- 
Jophic conſolations in ſickneſs, or in afilitions for 
the death of friends and kindred, were juſt as effi- 
Cacious ;—and were rather in general to be conſi- 
dered as good ſayings, than good remedies. So 


wat, if a man was bereaved of a promiſing child, in 


— „ vv — FER SY oy : ot 
ne whom 
| - + 


— 


whom all his hopes and expectations centered, or a 
wife was lefi deſſiiute to mourn the loſs and protettion 
of a kind and tender huſband, Seneca or Epiftetus 
would tell the penſive parent and diſconſolate widow, 
that tears and lamentations for the dead were 
fruitleſs and abſurd!— that to die was the neceſſary 


and unavoidabte debt of nature, and as it could 


admit of no remedy———'wwas impious and fooliſh 
to grieve and fret themſelves upon it. Upon ſuch 
ſage count, 1, as well as many other leſſons of the 
ſame ſtamp, the ſame reflection might be applied, 
which is {aid to have been made by one of the Ro- 
man emperors to one who adminiſtered the ſame 
conſolations io him on a like occafion,,—to whom 
adviſing him to be comforted and make himſelf eaſy, 
ſince the event had been brought about by a fatalny, 
and could not be helped, —he replied. . That 
this was ſo far from leſſening bis trouble, that 
it was the very circumſtance which occaſioned it.“ 
—S0 that, upon the whole — when the true value 
of theſe, and many more of their current arguments 
have been weighed and brought to the teſt, —one is 
led to doubt, whetker the greateſt part of their 
heroes, the moſt renowned for conſtancy, were not 
much more indebted to good nerves and ſpirits, or 
the natural happy frame of their tempers, for be- 
having well, than to any extraordinary helps, which 
they could be ſuppoſed to receive from their in- 
liruRors, And therefore I ſhould make no ſeru- 
ple to aſſert, that one ſuch inſtance of patience 
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and reſignation as this, which the ſcrip! ure give Gairnhi 
us in the perſon of Job, not of one moſt pom- ſſþftrine 
p uſly declaiming upon the contempt of pain and Nants, 


peveriy, but of a man ſunk in the Jowefl condition I Ii is 
of humanity to behold him, when liripped of his Nod ;- 
eſtate, his wealtb, lis friends, his children hee. ſil ca 
fully holding up his head, and entertaining his hard ſhower 
foriune wich firmnets and ſerenity, —and this, not ſhiſe {h 
from a ſtoical Rupidity, but a juſt ſenſe of Gas s Being 
providence, and a perſuaſion of his juſtice and good. enied 
nefs in all his dealihgs Such au example, I fay, haps | 
as this, 14 of more univerſal uſe, ſpeaks truer to ile Ando n 
heart, chan all the heroic precepts which the pedan. I my 
try of philoſophy has to offer. og ne hildr: 
TH1s leads me to the point I aim at in this dif. Ne. 
couiſe; namely, that there are no principles but ie ba 
thoſe of religion, to be depended on in caſes of real What: : 
horte 
he d 
down 
grave 
or ot! 
are b 


vorit emergencies ; end o bear us up under 
all the changes and chances to which our ' life 1s 
ſulject. 

CorsiDER then what virtue his very firſt. prin- 
ple of religion bas, ard how wonderfully” it 1s 
conducive to this end. That there is & God. a Apreſli 
powerful, a wile and good Being, who firſt made the Fthou, 
world, aud continues 10 yovern n „by whoſe good- ther- 
refs all things are delſignec Land by wheſe provi- This 
Ucnce all things are conddtted, io bring abeut the Molat 


preateſl and beſt ends. Vie ere fut and perſue Nef a 
wreich that was giving way to his Aiirfortuues, and W full 


n. curnfulh 
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gives Nournfully ſinking under them; the moment this 
Dom» fkfirine comes in to his aid, huſhes all his com- 
and Nlaints,—and thus ſpeaks comfort to his but: 
tion I is the Lon p, let him do what ſeemeth him 
b bis Pod; — without his direflion I know that no 
leer. il can befal me, — without his permiſſi on that no 
hard wer can hurt me. lt is impoſſible a being ſo 
not iſe ſhould miſtake my happineſs ———or hat a 
0's Peing ſo good ſhould contradia it. If he nas 
bod. Demed me riches or rather advantages 
lay, ſhips he fore ſees the gratify ing my wiſhes would 
ille Nado me, and by my own abuſe of them be perverted 
Jan. Io my ruin. If he has denied me the requeſt of 

hidren,—or in his providence bas thougnt fit 10 
dif. Ne them from me how can I fay whether 
but Fe has not dealt kindly with me, and only taken 
real What away which he foreſaw would wmbitter and 


Per- 


the orten my days? It does fo to thouſands, where 
cer the diſobedience of a thankieſs child has brought 
eb own the parent's grey hairs with ſorrow to the 


rave, Has he vifited me with ſickneſe, poverty, 
in. or other diſappointments ? Can I ſay, but thele 
te bleſſings in diſguiſe 70 many different ex- 
„ pteſſions of his care and concern to diſeniangle my 
the thoughts from this world, and fix them upon ano. 


od. ter another, a better world beyond this!“ 


- 


vi- Ibis thought opens, a new ſcene of hope and con- 
the polation to the unfortunate :—and as the perſuaſion 
de Nef a Providence reconciles him to the evils he has 
nd WF ſuffered, this prolpett of a future life gives him 
„ irengih 
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ſtrength to deſpiſe them, and eſteem the light aff 
flictions of his life as they are not worthy 
to be compared to what is reſerved for him here. 
after, 

Tuixcs are great or ſmall by compariion—ayd 
he who looks no farther than this world, and balances 
the accounts of his joys and ſufferings from that 
conſideration, finds all his ſorrows enlarged, and x 
the cloſe of them will be apt to look back, and caſt les 
the ſame ſad reflection upon the whole, which the neal 
patriarch did to Pharaoh, ——+ That few and eyil I had 
had been the days of his pilgrimage.“ But let I had 
him lift up his eyes towards heaven, and Redfaſlly I beſt 
behold the life and immortality of a future ſtaie, wit 
he then wipes away ali tears from off his eyes ſot I in 


ever and ever ;—like the exiled captive, big with I this 


the hopes that he is returning home de feels jet 


not the weight of his chains, or: counts the days of ſ rex 
his captivity ; but looks forward with rapture towards I ful 


the country where his heart is fled before. da 
Tuxsx are the aids which religion offers us to- fu 
wards the regulating of our ſpirit under the evils of o! 
life ;——but, like great cordials, they are ſeldom o 


_ uſed but on great occurrences. In the. lefler evils 


of life we ſeem to ſtand unguarded, and our peace 1 
and contentment are overthrown, and our happi- 1 
neſs broke in upon by a liule impatience of ſpirit, 
under the croſs and untoward accidents we meet 
with, —Theſe land unprovided for, and we neglett 
them as we do the {lighter jndifpchtions of the = 
| hic 


cht aff 
orthy 
here. 


and 
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which we think not worth) treating feriouſly—— 
and ſo leave chem to nature. In goed habits of the 
body, this may do z—and 1 n gladly believe, 
there are ſuch good habits of the temper, ſuch a 
complexional eaſe and health of heart, as may often 
ſve the patient much medecine.— We ate ſtill to 
conſider that however ſuch good frames of 
mind are go. they are worth preſerving by all 
rules: —Partence and contentment, which, like the 
treaſure hid in the field for which a man ſold all he 
had to purchaſe—rs of chat price that it cannot be 
had at too great a purchaſe — ſince, without it, the 
belt condition in life cannot make us happy, —and 
wich it, it is impoſſible we ſhould be miſerable even 
in the worſt Give me leave cherefore to cloſe 
this diſcourſe with ſome refleftions: upon the ſub- 
jet of a contented; mind—and the duty in man of 
regulating his ſpirit, in our way through life —a 
ſubject in every body's mouth - preached upon 
daily to our friends and kindred but too oft in 
ſuch a ſtyle, as to convince the party lectured, only 
of this truth. That we bear che mis for tunes of 
others wich excellent tranquillity, | | 
I BELIEVE there: are theukals ſo extravagant 
in their ideas of contentment, as to imagine that it 
mult conſiſt in having every thing in this world 
turn out the way they wiſn hai they are to ſit 
down in happineſs, and feel themſelves ſo at eaſe; in 
all points, as to deſire nothing betier and nothing 
more, I own there are inſtances of ſome, who ſeen 
M 4 to 


— — 


— rr 


1 
| 
q 
p 
+ 
| 
[ 
þ 


210 S ERM ON XV. 
to paſs through the world as if all their, paths bad 
been ſtrued with roſe-buds of delight; but 2 
Iittle experience will convince us tis a fatal expet. 
tion to go upon. We are born to trouble; and 
we may depend vpon it, whilſt we live in this 
world, we ſhall kave it, though with intermiſſions 
Md erg is, in whatever flate we are, we ſhall find a 
mixture of good and evil; and therefore, the true 
way to ccntentment, is to know how to receive 
theſe certain viciſſitudes of life, the returns of 
good and evil, ſo as neither to be exalted by the 
one, or and by the other, but to bear our. 
ſelves towards every thing which happens, with 
ſuch, eaſe and indifference of mind, as to hazard az 
licle as may be, This. is the true temperate cli. 
mate fined for us by nature, and in which every 
wile man would wiſh to live. GOD knows, we 
are perpetually ſtray ing out of. it, and, by giving 
wings to our imaginations, in the; tranſports we 
d eam ef, from ſuch or ſuch a ſituation in life, we 
are 1 away aliernately into all the extremes 
of hot and cold; for which, as we are peitber fi- 
ted ty nature, or Prepared by expettation, we feel 
them with all their violence, and with all their dan- 
ger tod. 

Gen, for wiſe reaſons, bas made our affairs in 


this world almeſt as fickle and capricious as ourſelves 
Pain ard pleaſure, like light ard darkneſs, ſuc- 


ceee eech oiher; and he that knows how to acccm- 
modate himſelf to their pericdical returns, and can 


wiſely 


wiſely 
how te 
that 1 
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wiſely extract the good from the evil k nous only 
bow to live this is true contentment, at leaſt all 
hat is to be had of it in this world; and for this 
every man muſt be indebted, net to his fortune, but 
o himſelf.— And indeed it would have been 
frange, if a duty ſo becoming us as dependent crea- 
ures and fo neceflary beſides to all our well- 
beings, had been placed out of the reach of any in 
ſome meaſure to put in prattice—and for this reaſon, 
here is ſcarce any lot fo low, but there is ſomethin 
in it to ſatisfy the man whom it has befallen; Pro- 
vidence having lo ordered things, that in every 
man's cup, how bitter ſoever, there are ſome cordial 
drops ſome good circumſtances, which, if wiſely 
extracted, are ſufficient for the purpoſe he wants 
hem, —that is, to make him contented, and if not 
leppy, at leaſt | reſigned. May Gov bleſs us 
ll wich this ſpirit, for che fake of Jeſus Chriſt ! 


Amen, 
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The Character of Shimei, 
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TE. SAMUEL XIX. 21. ft: Part, 
But Abifhai ſaid, Shall not Shimei be put to death 
2 5 FFP 


IT has not a gocd aſpedt.— This is the fecond 
I time Abiſiai has propoſed Shimet's defiruce 
tion; once in the 16th-chapter, on a ſudden tranſ- 
port of indignation, when Shimei curſed David. 
Why fhould this dead dog, cried Abiſhai, curſe my 
lord the king ? Let me go over, I pray thee, and 
cut off has head. This had ſometting at lealt of 
gallantiy in it; for in doing it, he hazarded his 
own ; and beſides, the offender was not otherwiſe 
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when the offender was abſolutely in their power 
when the blood was cool; and the ſupplant was 
holding up his hands for mercy, 
—SHALL not Shimei, anſwered Abiſhai, be 
put to death for this ? So unrelenting a purſuit looks 
leſs like juſtice than revenge, which is ſo cowardly 
a paſſion, that it renders Abiſhai's firſt. inllance al- 
| 8 Molt 
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to be come at—lhe ſecond time, is in the text; 
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ſt :acoaliliens with che ſecond. I {ball not en- 


leayour to reconcile them; but confine the diſcourſe 


Flimply to Shimei; and make fuch refleftions upon his 


character as may be of uſe to ſociety. 

Uros the news of his ſan Abſalom's conſpiracy, 
David had lled from Jeruſalem, and from his own 
houſe, for 'fafety : the repreſentation given of the 
manner of it, is truly affeting ;—never was a ſcene 
of forrow fo full of diſtreſs !- „ 

Tus king fled with all his houſehold to fave 
himſelf from the {word of the man he loved: he 
fled with all the marks of humble forrow——witk 
his head covered, and barefoot ; and as he went by 
the aſcent of mount Olivet, the ſacred hiſtorian 
ſays, he wept; ſome gladſome ſcenes, perhaps, 
which there had paſs d ſome hours of fellivity he 
had ſhared with Abſalom in better days, preſſed 
tenderly upon nature—he wept at this fad viciſſitude 


of things ;——and all the. people that were with, 


him, ſmitten with his affliction, covered each man 


his head ——weeping as he went up. 3 
Ir was on this occaſion, when David had got to 


S Bahucim, that Shimei che ſon, of Gera, as we read 


in the 5th verſe, came out. —— Was. it with the 
choiceſt oils he could gather from mount Olivet, to 
pour into his wounds? — Times and troubles had 
not done enough; and thou cameſt out, Shimei, to 

* And as be came, he curſed David, and treu 


bares, and caſt duſt at aim; and thus faid Shimet, 
OG when 
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ro en he curſed ; Go to, thou man of Beliel;—thoy 
haft fought blood, and behold thou att caught in thy 
cun miſchief ; fot now hath the Lord returned upon 
thee all the blood of Saul and his houſe,” | 
Tuxxx is no ſmall degree of malicious craft in 
fixing upon a ſeaſon to give a mark of enmity and ill. 
will: a word, —a leck, which at one time would 
make 10 impreſſior —at another time wounds the 
heart; and, like a ſhafi flying with the wind, pierces 
deep, which, with its own natural force, would 
ſcarce have reached the object aimed at, 

This ſeemed to have been Shimei's hopes: but 
exceſs of malice makes men too quick-ſighied even 
for their own purpoſe, - Could Shimei -pcſſibly have 
waited for the ebb of David's paſſions, and till the 
firſt great conflict within him had been over—then 
the reproach of being guilty of -Savl's blood mult 
have hurt him :—his heart was poſſeſſed with other 
feeling ——it bled for the deadly fling which Ab- 
ſalom had given him he felt not the indignity 
of a ſtranger ——- Behold, my ſon Abſalom, wh came 
cut of my bowels, ſeeketh my life—how much mort 
may Shimei do it? 
Lord may look upon my afflidlion, and vequ ite wit 
good for this evil. e 

A injury unanſwered, in courſe grows weary 
of itſelf, and dies away in a voluntary remorſe. 

Is bad diſpoſitions capable of no reſtraint but 
fear—it has a different effect; — the filent digeſlion 
of one wrong provokes a ſecond.— He purſues by 
wil 
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dich the fame inveRtive; and as David and his men 


went by the way, Shimei went along on the hill's 


fide over againſt him ; and curſed as he went, and | 


caſt duſt at hum. Potty 
Tus inſolence of baſe minds in ſucceſs, is bound- 
eſs ; and would ſcarce admit of a compariſon, did 
not they. themſelves furniſh us with ene in the de- 
grees of their abjetlion when evil returns upon them. 
be ſame poor heart which excites ungenerous 
tempers to triumph over a fallen adverſary, in ſome 
inflances ſeems to exalt them above the point of 
courage, ſinks them in others even below cowardice. 
—Not unlike ſome little particles of matter ſtruck 
off from the ſurface of the dirt by ſunſhine—dance 
and ſport there whillt it laſts, —but the moment tis 
withdrawn—tbey. fall down—for. dull they are 
and unto duſt they will return — 
and larger bodies preſerve the flattons which nature 
has aſſigned them, ſubjetted to laws which no change 
of weather can alter. 1 
Tu is laſt did not ſeem te be Shimei's caſe; in 
all David's proſperity, there is no mention made 
of him z—be thruſt himſelf forward into the circle, 


and polſibly was numbered amongſt friends and 


weil-wiſhers. R ; 
Wuk the ſcene changes, and David's trou- 
bles force him. to leave his Houſe in deſpair— 


Shimei is the firſt man we hear of, who comes out 


againſt him. 


Tux wheel turns round once more; Abſalom 
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is caſt down, and David returns in peace—Shimei 
ſuits his behaviour to the occaſion, and is the firſt man 
alſo who haſtes to greet him and had the wheel 
turn'd round a bundred times, Shimei, I dare ſay, 
in every period of its rotation, would have been up. 
PUMA: toy bot les 26 | 
O Su! would to heaven, when thou wall 
ſlain, that all thy family had been Alain with thee, | 
and not one of thy reſemblance left, but ye have 
multiplied exceedingly - and repleniſhed the earth; 
and, if I propheſy rightly—ye will in the end 
uh it. | 
Taegre is not a charafter in the world, which 
has fo bad an influence upon the affairs of it, as this 
of Shimei. Whilſt power meets with honeſt checks 
and the evils of life with honeſt refuge, the world 
will never be undone : but thou, Shimei, haſt ſapped 
it at both extremes; for thou corruptedft proſperity 
—and 'tis thou who haſt broken the heart of pover« 
ty ; and ſo long as worthleſs ſpirits can be ambi- 
lious ones, *tis a charafter we {hall never want, O! 
it mfeſts the court—the camp—the cabinet !—it N pro. 
infeſts the church; —go where you wil—— the 
in every quarter, in every profeſſton, you ſee a Wau 
Shimei following the wheels of the fortunate, through. Wu | 
thick mire and clay,— 1 
—Hasre, Shimei !—haſte; or thou wilt be dis 
undone for ever. Shimei girdet h up his loins and Ml li 
ſpeedeth afier him. Bchold the hand which go- loo 
verns every thing, —takes the wheels from off his 
chatlot 


mei ebariot, fo that he who driveth, driveth on heavily, 
reel —Shimei doubles his fpeed—but 'tis the contrary 

ec 
lay, he place thereof | ſhall know it no more—Stay,, 
Shimei ! Piis your patron—your friend = our be- 
nefaftor ; *tis the man who has raiſed you from the 
unghill. Tis all one to Shimei; Shimet j 18 the 


and fall of it, with alt the variations Jr ſcorching 


nd Namile will admit of. 


ch thou been ſpoken for to the king or the captain of 
his Ihe hoſt without ſucceſs P- 
ks Fcoun-katendar——the vacancy is fill'd up in Shi. 


1d Wnci's face—Acrt thou in debt though not to 
ed NStimei— no matter the worlt officer of the ta * 


y ball not be more infolent. 


10 Wuar then, Shimei ? is the guilt of poverty ſo 


i- black is it of "fo general a concern, that thou 


4 well as maketh rich, {trip it of its natural powers 


a 
h to mollify the hearts and ſupple the temper of your 


ce? — Truſt me, ye have much to anſwer for ; it is 
dis treatment which it has ever met with from ſpirits 
d Ile yours, which has gradually teught the world to 
of look upon it as the greateſt of evils, and ſhun it as 


e voi diſgrace— And what is it, I beſeech you 
1 —wha 
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; he flies like the wind over a {andy deſert, and 


aroinfiter of every man's fortune; "waiks dd riſe. 


hot 10 Freezing cold vpon his countenance, that the 
Is a cloud upon thy af 
fairs ?—ſee——it hangs over Shimei's brow—Haſt 


look not into tho 


„ad ail thy family muſt riſe up ay one man to te- 
t proach it ?>—when it loft every thing did it loſe 
— be tight to pity too P—or did He who maketh poor 
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hat is it that man will not do to keep clear of & 'thy 
fore an imputation and puniſhment p) Is it not, H Han. 
tofl y-from this, that he riſes earty, late takes ret, A 
and eats the bread of carefuineſs ? ——that he Ie Job 
plots, contrives—ſwears—lies—ſhuffles—puts on all bid 
ſhap es— tries all garments— wears them with this ot Netty. 
that fide outward—juſt as it favours bis eſcape? vord: 
Tur who have conſidered our nature, affirm, Fl bu 
that ſhame and diſgrace are two of the moſt inſup. Ney! 
portable evils of human life : the courage and ſpirits 
of many have maſtered, other misfortunes, ' and et bi 
borne themſelves up againſt them; but the wiſeſt and N for 
. beſt of ſouls have not been a match for theſe ; and 
we have many a tragical inſtance on record, what fer 
greater evils have been run into, merely to avoid 

this one. | | 5 
Wi rnovr this tax of infamy, poverty, with al. 
the burdens it lays upon our fleſh-—fo long as it h 2% 
virtuous, could never break the ſpiri's of a man: all 
its hunger, and pain, and nakedneſs, are nothing to 
it; they have ſome counterpoiſe of good; and be- 
hdes they are diretied by Providence, and mult be 
ſubmitted to: but theſe are afflictions, not from the | 
hand of Go p, or nature—* for they do come fort! 
, the DusT, and moſt properly may be ſaid to 
* {bring out of the GROUND; and this is the reaſon 
* they lay luch ſlreſs upon our patience, and in Notar 
© the end, create ſuch a diilruſt of the world, as fg 
* makes us look vup——ard pray, Let me fall into : 
| | 1 6 thy hic 
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thy hands, O Cod! but let me not fall into the 
i hands of men.“ 
AGREEABLE to this, was ho advice of Eliphaz 
o Job in the day of bis diflreſs—** Acquaint thyſelf, 
id be, Now with Cod: indeed his po- 
erty ſeemed to have left him nc other friend: the 
vords of the Sabeans had frightened them au ay 


ll but a few; and, of what kind they were, the 


ery proverb, of Job's com oriers—lays enough. , 
IT is an inflance which gives one great concern 
or human nature, © That a man, who always, wept. 
for him who was in trouble; who never ſaw, 
any periſh for want of clothing ;—who, never ſuf · 
fered the ſtranger to lodge in the ſlreet, but open- 
i ed his door to the traveller :” that a man of 
0 good a charatter,, e that he never cauſed the 
eyes of the widaw, to fail, —— or had eaten bis 
* morſel by himſelf alore, od the fatherleſs had not. 
eaten thereof; that ſuch a man, the moment 
e fell into poverty „ſhould have occaſion to cry out. 
cr quarter, — Have mercy upon me, O my, friends ! 
or the hand of God has touched mee en 
ind humanity (one would think) would melt dhe 


Nideſt heart, and charm the fierceſt ſpirit; bind up 


he moſ} e hand, and ſtill the wt abuſive 
ongue ;——but the experiment failed in a fironger 


rftance, of Hum, : whoſe meat and drink it was to do 
good; and, in purſuit of ich, Mhoſe whole life 
28 A ene ſcene of 8 aud of in ſulis, for 


rich we mull go back to the fame explanation with 
which 
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220 | 
which we ſet out, —and that is, the ſcandal of po. 


5 f 


verty. | | 

This fellow we know not whence he is - 
the popular cry of one part; and with thoſe who 
ſcemed to know better, the query did not leſſen the 
diſyrace :——ls not this the carpenter, the ſon of 
Mary ?——Of Mary !—great Gop of Iſrael! 


What !—of the meaneſt of thy people! {for he hal 


not regarded the low eftate of his hand maiden) 
——and of che pooreſt, too ! (for ſhe had not a 
lamb to offer, but was purified, as Moſes directed in 
ſuch a caſe, by the oblation of a turtle dove). 
Tur the Saviour of their nation could be 
poor, and not have where to lay his head, as a 
crime never to be forgiven; and though the purity 
of his doftrine, and the works which he had done 
in iis ſupport, were {ironger- arguments en its ſide, 
than his humiliation” could be againſt it,yet the 
offence ſtill remained :—they 
demption of Iſrael ; but they would have it only in 
thoſe dreams of power which filled their imagins 
tion. 155 81 98 4 e 5 * f , 
VE who weigh the worth of all things only in 
the goldſmith's balance !—was this religion for you? 
2 religion whoſe appearance was not great and 
ſplendid, —but looked thin and meagre, and whoſ 
principles and promiſes ſhewed more like tht 
curſes of the law, than its bleſſings! — for they calle 
for ſufferings, and promiſed little but perſecutions, 
IV truth, it is not eaſy for tribulation or diltieby 


looked for the te- 


14 


as à 


urity 


done 


ſide, 
t the 
re- 
ly in 
gina. 


ly in 
you! 
t and 
whole 
> the 
called 


ons. 


ſtreſ⸗ 


* 


for nakedneſs of famine, to make many converts out 
ol pride; or reconcile a worldly heart to the ſcorn 
and reproaches, v · hich were furs to: be the portion 
of every one who. believed a myſtery: ſo diſcredited 
by the world, and ſo endes 1 2 its erg 


and pleaſures. Ml 
Bur, to bang this ſermon to its proper conelu- 
0 — 


Iz Aſtrea, or jo hs never er Gall took her: Jears 
of the world, till the day that poverty firſt became 
ndiculous,” it 1s matter of conſolation, that the Gon 
of Juſtice. is ever over us chat whatever. outr 
the lowneſs of our condition may be expoſed to, from 
a mean and undiſcerning world; — that we walk ei in 
the pteſente of the greateſt nd! moſt generous. of 


Beings, who is infinitely removed from cruelty and 


ficaitneſs: of mind, and all chaſe little and illiberal 
pellons, with ab we hourly infult each other. 
Tus ; worſt part of mankind: are not always to be 
conquered; — but if they are tis by the imita · 
tion of theſe qualities, which muſt do it: Tis 
rue as I've ſhewn—ihey may fail; but lil all 


is not lofl. for if we conquer not the world —in 


the very attempts to do it, we ſhall at leaſt conquer 
ourſelves, and lay the foundation of fm, AU 
Ras, it * to 10 wihin, our ane Ber gg! 


nen! 19? 
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The Case of Hezekiah and the 
Messen, Beks * 


6-71 Haines N. A6. | 
And be faid. What have they feen in thine houſe e? 
and Hezekiah anfwered, All the things that are 
mm my houſe have they ſeen; there is nothing 
amongſt all my 0 res that I have\ not frewn 
them. | 


CY 
* — — * * 
N e 


ND hve was the © hae, you Il "Fe in 
n 

% AN eaſtern prince, the ſon of - Beladine, had 
te ſent meſſengers with prefents as far as from Pa- 
by lon, to congratulate Hezekiah upon the reco- 
«© very from his ſickneſs © and Hezekiab, who was a 
& good prince, ated confifleny with himſelf :' i: I 
& received and entertained the men, and hearkened 
ec unto them; and betore he ſent them away, he 
& courteouſly ſhewed them all that was worth a 
6 ſiranger” $ cunoſuy in his houſe and in his king- 
dom 


* Preached before his Excellency the Earl of Henr- 
FORD, at Parts, 1763. 


he 
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dom —and in this, ſeemed only to have diſcharged 
timlelf of what urbanity or the etiquette of courts 
might require.“ Nolwithſtanding *this, in the 
ſe which immediately follows the text, we find 
e had done amiſs; and, as a puniſhment for it, chat | 
his riches, which bis forefailiers had laid up in 
re unto that day, were threatened to be carried 
ny in triumph to Babylon, the very place 
om whence the meſſengers had come, 

A HARD return! and what his behaviour does 
t ſcem do have deſerved; To ſet this matter in 
clear light, it will be neceſſary 10 enlarge upon the 
ole ftory (——the reſlections which will ariſe out. 
fit, as we go along, may help us—at lealt, I —_ 
ey w:ll be of uſe on their own account. 

AFTER the miraculous defeat of the Aſſyrians, 

e cad in the beginning of this chapter, that He- 
ah was ſick even unto death; and that Gop 
krds the prophey Iſaiah, with the unwelcome meſfage, 
that hie jaould fel his house in order, for that he 
fruc di: and not liue. 

Tusk E are many inflances of. men, who 25 


Irecerved fach news with the greateſt eaſe of m 21nd, 


nd even entertained the thoughts of ut with {miles 
ion their coumenances,. and this, either from 
length of ſpiriis and ie emal cheerfulneſs of 
= [CMpEr———0T that they knew-the world, and 
ared not for 1t,—or expected a beiter e thou- 
nds of good men, wich all the yp of philoſophy, 
ud againtt all ite affurances of a well ſpent life, 
2 | that 
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that the change muſt, be to their account, po T 
che a proach of death have flill Jean'd towards Un 14; 
world, and wanted ſpirits and reſolution to bear Me fu 
"Hock of a ſeparation from. it for ever. =, 
Tuts, in ſome meaſure, ſeemed to have be but i 
Hezekiah's caſe; for though he had walked befy 
Gov in truth, and with a perfeft heart, and hy 
done that which was good in his fight, —yet we fn 
that the haſty ſummons affliged him greatly ;—thalſh,,ke 
upon the delivery of the meſſage he wept ſore ; —ife,va 
that he turned his face towards the wall——perhap nou 
for the greater ſecrecy of his devation, and that, H = 
withdrawing himſelf thus from all external objed e the 
he might offer up his prayer unto his, God, wil 
greater and more fervent attention. 
Ap he prayed, and ſaid, O Lono!l 
beſeeth. thee remember —O Hezekiah ! Hoi 
coulAt thou fear that Gop. bad forgotten thee! 
or, how could{t thou d ubt of his remembragce o 
thy integrity, when he call'd thee to receive is fr. 
compence 8 
Bur here it appears of mhat Gil man it 
made : he purſues happineſs and yet is ſo con 
tent with miſery, that he would wander for ever in 
this dark vale of it, ——and fay, ts good. Lord! 


merit 


ſuppc 


towal 


to be here, and to build tabernacles of reſt ; and: he 

ſo long as we are clothed with fleſh, and nature has hi. 

ſo great a ſhare within us, ii is no wonder if that ne 

part claims its right, and leads for the ſweetneſs of ed 

life notwithſlanding all 11s cares and d:{appomments. Þ f, 
5 T 215 
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e Tais natural weaknefs, no doubt, had its weight 

uin Hezekiah's carne prayer for life ; and yet from 
car Ul he ſucceſs it met with, and the immediate change 
Jof Gop's purpoſe thereupon, it is hard to imagine, 
e beeyut that it muſt have been accompanied with ſome 
meritorious and more generous motive; and if we 
ſuppoſe, as ſome have done, that he turned his face 
Wiowards the wall, becauſe that part of his chamber 
boked towards the temple, the care of whoſe pre- 
ſervation lay next his heart, we may conſiſſenily 
nough give this ſenſe to his prayer. 
« 0 Gop ! remember how I have walked before 


biet thee in truth ;——how much I have done to te- 
vu ſcue thy religion from error and falſe hood: 

"I thou knoweſt that the eyes of the world are fixed 
11 upon me, as one that hath forſaken iheir idolatry, 
Hou and reſtored thy worſhip ;—that I fland in the 
thee : midit of a crooked and corrupt generation, which 
ace ol: looks through all my aftions, and waiches all events 
us fe which happen to me: if now they * ſhall ſee me 
* ſnatched away in the midſt of my days and ſer- 
nan iS: vice how will thy great name ſuffer in my extinc» 
con-. tion? Will not the heathen ſay, Thus it is te 

ver ng ſerve the Gop of Iſtacl!— How faithfully dit 

Lord! Hezekiah walk before him? What enemies did 

and he bring upon himſelf, in too warmly promoting. 
re hs his worſhip? And now, when the hour of licks. 
f that neſs and diſtreſs came upon him, and he moſt want- 
els alf ed the aid of his COD ——-behold how he was 


T 215 XN 1x 
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Ir is not unteaſonable to aſcłibe ſome ſuch bin 
and wore dilinteteſted motive 4e Hezekiab's deſire 
of life, from the iſſue and ſuceeſs bf his prayer :. 
For it came to paſs, before Iſaish had gone ou in 
© to the middle court, that the word Cf the Lt 
« came io him ſaying, Tuen-again, and tell He 
„ zekiah, 1 have heard his. prayer, have ſeen | 
© tears; and, behold J will load him.“ 

Ir was upon this occaſion, as we read in the 121k 
verſe of this chapters that Baradoch- baladan, ſon 7 
Baladine king of Babylon, ſent letters and a preſet 

unto Hezekiah,, He had heard the fame of: 9h 


ſickneſs aud recovery; for as the Chaldeans wer wit 
great ſearchers into the ſectets of nature, Jeſpeciah met 
no the motions of the celellial bodies, in all prob hin 
bility they had taken; no ice, at that diſtance, of pre. 
range appearance of thz;ſhadaw's returaing ten de and 
grees back wards upon their dials, and bad enquielſh was 
and learned, upon what account, and i Whole tar He 
ſuch align was given ; lo that this aſtronomical mi pte. 
racle, belides the political motive which it wolf in ( 
ſuggel of courting iuch a favourite of heaven, ad that 
been ſufficient by ulelf io have led a curious peopkſGoſte 
as far as Jeruſalem, that chey might ſee the. man l be 

| whoſe [ike the Sun had 0 his courſe. mig 
Ay here we ſee how hard it is to ſtand the ſhod He 
of proſycrii y,——and how much truer a proof we g bis 


of our lireugth, tn that exireme of lite chan in "i 
other. 


Ià all the trials of adverſiiy, we lind chat He! 
| * 
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kiah behaved well, — nothing unmanned him. When 
befieged by the Aſſyrian hoſt, which ſhut him up in 
Jeruſalem, and threatened his 'deftruQtion, — he flood 
unſhaken, and depended upon G0D's ſuccour. 
When caſt down upon his bed of fickneſs, and 
threatened with death, he meekly turned his face to- 
wards the wall, vept and pray d, and depended 
upon Gop's mercy.—But no ſooner does proſpe- 
my return upon him, and the meſſengers from a far 
country come to pay the flattering homage due 10 his 
tneſs and the extraordinary felicity of his life, 
* turns giddy, and ſinks under the weight of his 
f- ll good fortune: and, with a tranſport unbecoming a 
were wife man upon it, tis ſaid he hearkened unto the 
ecialyſl men, and ſhewed them all the houſe of his precious 
probt things, the ſilver and the gold, the ſpices and the 
of i precious ointments and all the houſe of his armour, 
en de and all. that was found in his treaſures; that there 
quell was nothing in his houfe nor in his dominions, that 
tavouſſſ} Hezekiah ſhew'd them not: for though it is not ex- 
cal m prefsly ſaid here (though u is in che parallel paſſage 
ol in Chronicles,) — nor is he charged by the prophet 
en, u hat he did this out of vanity and a weak tranſport of 
; peoph oltentation ; yet as we are fure Go could not 
man le de offended but where there was a real crime, we 
might reafonably conclude that this was his, and that 
He who ſearches into the heart of man, beheld that 
his was corrupted with the bleſſings he had given him, 
and that it was juſt to make what was the occaſion of 
bis pride become the inſtrument of his puniſhment, 
t Hen Vor. V. by 
kid | | 


ne {hod 
we gi 
n in | 
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by decreeing, that all the riches he bad laid up in 
Kore until that day, ſhould be carried away in iti- 
umph-to Babylon, the very place from whence the 
meſſengers bad come who had been eye-wineſe 
of his folly. | 

« O HezEKian WORN couldſt thou provoke 
& Go to bring this jade ment upon ' thee ? How 
* could thy ſpirit, all- meek and gentle as it was, 
6+ have ever fallen into this ſnare ? Were thy trea- 
« ſures rich as the earth=—What? was thy heart fo 
« vain as to be lified up therewith ? Was not all that 
6 was valuable in the world —nay, was not Heaven 
e itſelf almoſt at thy command, whilſt thou wal 
„ humble ? and, How was it, that thou couldſt bar. 
* ter away all this, for what was lighter than a bub. 
ple, and deſecrate an action ſo full of courteſy and 
66 kindnefs as thine appeared to be, by ſuffering | it to 
$6 take its riſe from ſo pollined a fountain ?”? 
THERE is ſcarce any hing which the heart more 
unwillingly bears, than an analyſis of this kind. 
We are a firange compound; and ſomething 
foreign from what charity would ſuſpe ct, fo cter- 
rally twiſts itſelf into what we do, that not only in 
momentous concerns, where intereſt liſts under it al 
the powers of diſguiſe, — but even in the molt indif. 
ferent of our attions—1not worth a fallacy by force 
of habit we continue it: ſo that whatever a mani 
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about, —oblerve him — he Hands arm'd infide and a 
out with two motwes; an oftenfible one for ite 
world,. and another which he reſeives for nl & 


own 
has 1 
obtet 


lteal 
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in Non private ule.— This, you may fy, the world 
iti- Ilas no concern wich: it might have been ſo; but by, 
the obttu ling the Wrong moiive upon the world, and. 
elle; Nſtesliag tr mit a. character, inſtead of winning one 3. 
— e give ita tight, and a n along with 
voke Ii, io enquite into the affair. 
ou Tur motives of the one for doing 1 it, are. * litile 
was, beuer than the other for deſerving it. Let us ſee if 


tre. ſome ſocial virtue may noi be extratted from the er- 


rt © ſors of both the one and che other. | 
cha Vanity bids all her ſons to be generous aud "OY 
en I —and her daughters to be challe and courteous, 
ut why. do we Want her inſtruttions ?—Adk the 
comedian, who is taught a part he feels no. 
Is it that che principles of religion want ſtrength, 
or that the real paſſion for what is good and worthy 
will not carry us high enough? OD! thou knows 
ll they carry us 100 nue want, not to be — 
but o cem . 

Look out of your — ake notice of that 
ma: ſee, what diſquieting, intriguing, and ſhifting 
de is content to go through, merely LO 4 * thought. a 
man of plain-dealing three grains of honeſty NT 
we, jum all this trouble—alas ! he has them 
of, 
BEHOLD a ſecond, under a have of piety, hid- 
ng the impurities of a debauched life ; ne is 
alt entering che houſe of GOD; vould he was 
nore pure—or lels pious — bat chen he could not 


gain tus point. 
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Ons ER VE a third going on almoſt in the ſame 
track: — with what an inflexible ſanctity of de. 
portment he ſuſtains himſelf as he advances !—eve. 

line in his face writes abſtinence ;—every flride 
looks like a check upon his defires—See, I beſeech 
you, how be is clock'd up with ſermons, prayen, 
and ſacraments ;z and fo be muffled with the exter. 
nals of religion, that he has not a hand to ſpare for 
a worldly purpoſe, He has armour at leaſt—— 
Why does he put it on ? Is there no ſerving Gon 
without all ghis ? Muſt the garb of religion be ex- 
tended ſo wide, 10 the danger of uts rending ?P—— 
Yes truly, or it will not hide the ſecret——and what 
is that ? | 1 

Tur the ſaint has no religion at all. 


Bur here comes GENEROSITY; giving 


Not to a decayed artiſt but to the arts and ſciences 
themſelves, See——he builds not a chamber in 
the wall apart for the prophet 5 but whole ſchools 
and colleges for thoſe whe come after, Logxp! 
how they will magnify his name !-—'tis in capitals 


already; the firfſt——the higheſt, in the gilded ren 


roll of every hoſpital and aſy lum. 
—OrNz hone tear ſhed in private over the un: 
fortunate, is worth it all. 
Wu a problematic ſet of creatures does ſimula- 
tion make us! Who would divine, that all that 
anxiety and concern, ſo viſible in the airs of one 


half of that great aſſembly, ſhould ariſe from nothing 


elſe, but that the other half of it may * þ 


emp 
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onſequetice; penetratic u, parts, and con- 
de- hit Pan What: a Hoile' amongſt tie claimartts ab56t 
ve- ir! Behol#/i7Thniflity, out öf mere pride U 
ide Þ Honey moſt ot of knavery: CHaſtity, eve 
ech ones in har mts Way, and Courage, like à Spaniſh 
ers, (diet upon Mlle 1 0 vi bladder "Taft, of | 
ter. wind co | ALE 
for Þ -/—=Ha vx 1 he found of that! tümper ail 
— ls not my ſoldier run, tis ſome good * 
on ing alms. 0 Piry ! thou gentleſt ot hbman 
ex· paſſions ! 5 ſoft and tender are uh x notes, and Mt ac 

cord they with ſo loud an inſirument. 
ht Tus ſomething jars, and will for ever Jar i in 
theſe caſes: impoſture is all diſſonance, let what 
aller ſoever of it undertake the part let. him 
— Ehrmonize and modulate 1 it as he may, one fone Will 
nces Ncontradict à other: and whillt we have ears to hear, | 
T in Ie hall. Aiſtingdlſh"it—— Tis truth only, which. is. 
conliſtent anfl ever in harmony wich atlelF: it fu 


RD | Nupon our lips like the natural notes of ſome melodies, 
pitaly dy to drop quit, whether we will or no it racks 
rent» Ino invention to let ourſelves' alone, — and eddy fear 
no eritic, to have the'fame excellency 1 in the hearts 
e un. rhich appears inthe action. 3 
| lrisa __ alluſion the epi . gs 
mule. pf, in calling us ſometimes a houſe, and ſometimes a 


| chat emple, bn ry to the more or leſs exalted 
f one Fialities of the ſpititual gueſt which is lodged With- - 
hung ns. Whether this is the preciſe ground of the 
em.t0 info I wilt not afficm ; but thus. much may 

be 5 be 
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or other wrung the ſame wiſh 7 ard where lies ide 
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be ſaid, that; if we are to be temples,” tis truth and + 
linglenefs ef heart Which muſt make the fedication; I. 
nit this which muſt feſt diſtinguiſn ihem from the | 1 
unhallowed pile, where dirty tricks and impoſition eb. 
are prattiſed by che hoſt upon the traveller, wo! 


tarries but for a moment, and returns not again, + | the 


Wx all take notice, how "cloſe and referved gay 
people are; but we do not take notice, at the fame © wh 
ume, that every one may have ſomething to-conceal | this 
as well as ourſelves ; and that we are only marking the 
che diflances, and taking the meaſures of ſelf-defence If «re 
from each other, in the very inflances we complain iſ 10 
of, Ihis is ſo true, that there is ſearce any charac- | clo; 
cer fo rare, as a man of à teah open, and genero : trig 
integrity, who carries his heart in his hand, all 
who ſays the thing he thinks, and does” the ching tati 
be pretends. Though no one can diſlike the cha- © + | 
rakter. —yet, Diſcretion generally ſhakes her head— rat 
and the world ſoon lets him into the reaſon, roo 
O Trar I had in the wilderneſs a lodging gen 
* of way-faring men! that 1 might leave ſuch 2 ing 
people, and go from them.“ Where is {the ma to 
of a nice ſenſe of 'trinh, and ſtrong feelings, / fron 
whom the duplicity of the world has not at one tne 


wilderneſs, to which ſome one has not fled, from its 
lame melancholy impulſe? *' 7 | 
- Trvs much for thoſe who give occaſion to be 
thought ill of —let us ſay a word or twe unto tho 


Bor 
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nd | Bor, to:ayeid-all, common-place gant. as much as 
n; Lean on this head. -I will farbear to ſay, becauſe 
the I do not 4h.nk; it, that tis a breach of chriſtian 
om | eharity:t0:think or ſpeak evil of our neigkbout, &c. 
rho — Ws cannot avoid, it; our opinions muſt follow 
I the evidence; and we are perpetually in ſuch en- 
ved gagemenis and ſituations, that itis our duty to ſpeak 
ame | what our opinions are But Gop forbid. that 
ceal this ever ſhould be done, but from its beſt motive 
ing i the ſenſe, of what is due to virtue, governed by diſ- 
nce iſ cretion, and the utmoſt fellowy- feeling: were we 
lain io go on otherwiſe, beginning with the great broad 
rac eloak of hy pocriſy, and fo down. through all its litile 
101 trimmings and: facings, tearing away, without mercy, 
J- all that look'd ſeemly, ——we ſhould leave but 2 
hing tatter'd world of it. e 1 
cha-ſ Bor I confine What I have to ſay, to a cha- 
0— nder leſs equivocal, and which takes up too much 

room in the world: it is that of thoſe, who, from a 
Iging general dillrult of all that looks diſintereſted, find- 
ch ing nothing to blame in an action, and perhaps much 
man to admire in it, —immediately fall foul upon its 
motive Does Job ſerve God for nought ? W hat 
2 vile iuſinuation !—Bciides, the queſlion was not, 
5 tte whether Job was à rich man, or a poor man? but, 

whether he was a man of integrity or no? and 


might have been other wiſe; it was poſſible Job 
might be inſincere, and the devil took the advantage 
ok ihe die for its 
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prayers P 


virtue. 


it with infamy 
him back his honour 
taken from him 
world ö 


Iris painful to utter the reproaches whichſhould 
come in here.— will truſt them wüh youtſelves: 
in coming from chat quarter, they will more naturally 
produce ſuch fruits as will not let your teeth on edge 
for they will be the fruiis of love and goods 
praiſe of COD, and-t 


will, to the 
the world, which I wiſh, 


SE RM ON XVII. | 
Ir is a bad picture, and done by a terrible maſter , 
and yet we are always copying it. 
from real conviction of heart, ſot fake his vices ?— 
the poſition is not to be allowed——no ; his vices have 
forſaken him. | 8 x 
Dozs a pure virgin fear Gos, and ſa 
ſhe is in her climafteric... 

Do xs humanity clothe and educate the unknown 
orphan 7 — Poverty ] thou -haſt-no» genealogies :— 
See ! is he not the father of the child ? "Thus do 
we rod heroes of the, beſt-part of their glory—their 
Take away the:motiye of the act, you take 
away all that is worth having in it; vreſt it to 
ungenerous ends, you load ibe virtuous man bo did 
—Undoitall—l beſeech you : give 


reſtore the jewel you have 


replace 


Does a man, 


Ie. N | = 4-5 F F<. N 4 
it is ioo late 


he happineſs of 
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The Levite and his Concubine. 


— — — — 
JUDGES xix. 1, 2, 3. 4 i 
And it came to paſs in thoſe days, when there was 
no king in 1facl, that there was a certain Le- 
vite ſojourning on the fide of Mount Ephraim, 
who took unto him a coucubine, TY 


— A  CONCUBINE !—but the text ac- 
counts for it, for in those days ther e was 
no king in Israel; and the Levite, you wall lays 
lixe every other man in it, did what was right in 
bis own eyes,—and ſo, you may add, did his con- 
cubine too, —for” ſhe played the whore againſt him, 
and went away. —— _ ENG 
Tux ſhame and grief go with her; and 
wherever ſhe ſeeks a ſhelter, may the hand of juſtice 
ſhut the door againſt her Rs 
Nor fo; for ſhe went unto her father's houſe 
in Bethlehem judab, and was with him four whole 
months,—Blefſed interval for meditation upon the 
4 | ficklenels 
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fickleneſs ard vanity of this world and its plea. 
fares ! I fee the holy man upon his knees, ——with 
hands compreſſed to his boſom. and, with uplifted 
eyes, thanking Heaven. that the objett which had 
ſo long {hared his aff tions, was led. 
Tur ext gives a different pictute of his ſituation : 

“ For he aroſe and went after her to ſpeak friendly 
© to her. and to bring her back again, having his fer. 
& vant unh him, and a couple of. alles; and ſhe 
10 brought him unto her father's houſe; and when 
„ the father of the damſel faw lim, he irie to 
„ meet him“ N 44110 | 

4A mosrT- ſentimental group! you'll fay : 
and ſoit is, my good commentator, the world talks 
of every thing give but the outlines of a flory. 
let Spleen or Prudery ſnatch thei pencil, and 
they will finiſh it with ſo many hard, ſtrokes, and 
withſo dirty a colouring, that "Si and Courte) 


will fit in torture as hey look at it.— Gentle and. 


virtuous. ſpirus ! ! ye who know not what it is to be ti- 
gid interpreters, but of your own failings, —to you 
addreſs myſelf, the unhired advocates for the con- 
duct of the auſguided, —awhence- is it, that the worid 


is not more jealous of your office? How often mult 


ye repeat it, © U hat ſuch a one's doing ſo or fo” 
ids net n evidence by i itſelf to overthrow, 


the accuſed ?— Thar our actions ſtand ſurrounded 
with a thouſand circumſtances which do not preſent 
themſelves at firlt figh;—that the firlt ſprings and mo- 


tives which impell'd the unforcunate, he deeper ill; 
——ard 


tellin 
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. and, that, of the millions which every hour are 
h arraign'd; thouſands of them may have erred merely 
d from the head, and been actually outwiued into evitz 
ad end, even when from the heart, — that the diff. 
culties and temptations under which they atted. 
1: dhe force of the paſſions.— the {uttableneſs of the 
ly I cbjeR, and the many ſtruggles of Virine before {he 
er- fell,—may be ſo many * from Juſtice to the 
lhe JN judpinent ſeat of Pity. 
en Here ihen let us ſtop a moment, and pive the 
o ſtory of the Levite and his coucubine a ſecond hear- 
Jing. Like all others, much of it depends upon the 
y: Niehling; and as the Scripture has left us no kind of 
alks comment upon it, *tis a flory on which the. heart 
My. Neannoi be at a loſs for what to ſay, or the 1ntagina» 
and Nuon for what to ſuppoſe 2 tne danger is, humani- 
and y may ſay too much. 
te; Ab ic came to pals in holockeya wha there 
and IN was no king in Iſrael, that a certain Levue ſo- 
en · N journing on | the fide of Mount Ephraim, took * 
himſelf a concubine.“ — : 
OAB3RAHA, thou fakes 05 che faithful ! if. 
his was wrong why didit thou ter ſo enſnaring an 
ximple before the eyes of thy deſcendanis? and 


o «by did the Gob of Abraham, the Gob of Iſaae 
Won, ſnd Jacob, blels fo often the ſeed of ſuch inter- 
nded ourſcs, and np :{2 to p Fol and make princes 
eſent Nome cut of them v F th 
d m: Gop can diſpenſe with his own e 1 ac 
itil; 


oreingly we find the holieſt of the pairiarchs, and 
ot hers 


4 
.Þ 
4 
N 
Go 


in that of Solomon, whoſe exceſs became an infuk 
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others in Scripture, Whoſe hearts cleaved moft un Wn 
Gop, accomodating themſelves as well as they could ll al 
to the diſpenſation : that Abraham had Hagar; Þ yi 
that Jacob, beſides his two wives, Rachel and Leah, Y + 
took alſo unto him Zilpah and Bilhah, from whom ud 
many of the tribes deſcended; that David had ſe. bes 
ven wives and ten concubines,—Rehoboam ſixiy; iſ we 

and chat in whatever caſes it became reproach. W (ke; 
able, it ſeemed not ſo much the thing ſelf, 22 the W fe. 
abuſe of it, which made it ſo: this was remarkable 


upon. the privileges of mankind ; for by the ſame 
plan of luxury, which made it nece ſſary to have fory 
thouſand ſlalls of horſes, he had unfortunateh 
miſcalculated his other wants, and ſo had ſeven bun- 
dred wives, and three hundred concubines. | 
Wist—deluded man! was it not that thou my 
deſt ſome amends for thy bad practice, by thy good fl 
preaching, what had become of thee !-— Three bun- 
dred—but let us turn aſide, I befeech you, from ol 

bad a ſtumbling- block. ee, ON | 
Tus Levite had but one. The Hebrew word 
imports a woman a concubine, ora wife a concubing, 
to diſtinguiſh het from the more infamous ſpecicy 
who came under the roofs of the liceniious without 
principle, Our annotators tell us, chat in Jewiſh 
economies, theſe differ'd little from the wiſe, except 
in ſome cutward ceremonies. and ſtipulations, but 
greed with her, in all the true eſſences of mn 
210 
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unte wd gave themſelves up to the huſband (for fo he ig 
ould called with faich lighted, . with ſenütment, "wh 
gar; vich affection. 21 
eah, Soc a one * Levis + ied] to ſhare his folis 
dom tode and bY up that uncomfortable blank in the 


| fe. beart in ſuch a ſituation; for notwithſtanding all 


xiy; N ve meet with in books, i in many of which no doubt, 
ache ¶ there are a good many handſome things faid upon the 
+ the W ſwects of retirement, &c, ._. yet ill it i? not goed 
kable W for man to be alone; nor can all which the cold 
inan hearted pedant ſtuns our ears with upon the ſubjełt, 
lame ever give one anſwer of ſatisfaction to the mind: in 
for de midſt of the loudeſt vauntings of philoſophy, 


ately I Nature will have ker yearnings for ſociety and 


hut · frendſhip; —a goad heart wants ſome object to be 

liad to — and the beſt paris of our blood, and 
the pureſt of our ſpirits, ſuffer moſt under che de- 
ſlitut ion. 

Lr the 2 monk look bse eomfortieh 
and alone — Goh ſpeed him! For my own-part, 4 
fear, I ſhould never ſo find the way, Let me be 
wiſe and religious but let me be Man. Where- 
ever thy Providence places me, or whatever be the 
road I take to get to  thee—give me ſome companion 
in my jonrney, be it only to remark to, How our 
ſhadows lengthen as the fun goes down ;—to' hom 
I my ſay, How freſh is the face of nature! How 
ſweet the flowers of the field! How EW are 
riag theſe fruits ! | 


and Aras! _ bitter herbs, like his ez dia 
the 


Vo 1. V Q 
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the Levite eat them: for as they thus walked the 
path of life together, —— ſhe wantonly turned afide 
unto anoiber, and fled from him. 

ir is che mild and quiet half of the world, who 
are generally outraged and borne down by the ole 
half of it; but in this they have the advantage, 
whatever be the ſenſe of their. wrongs that pride 
Hands not ſo waichful a centinel over their forgive. 
nels, as it does in the breaſts of the fierce and froward, 
We ſhould all of us, I believe, be more forgiving 
than we are, would the world but g give us leave ; but 
it is apt to interpoſe its ill-offices in remilhons, c 2 
ſpecially of this kind lhe truth is, it has its laws, 
o which the heart is not always a party ; and atis {g 
like en unfeel'ng engine in all caſes, without di- 
Kinttion, that it xequires all the firmneſs of the mol 
ſettled humanity to bear up ageinſt it. 

Many a bitter conflitt would: the LE VITE have 
to ſuſtain with himſelſ his concubine—and the 


ſentiments of his tribe, upon the wrong done him ;— 


much matter for pleading—and many an embarraſliny 
account on all ſides. In a period of four whole monils, 

every pallion would take its empire by turns; and 
in the ebbs and flows of the leſs unfriendly ones, 
Piry would find ſome momen:s to be heard Rx. 
LI cio heiſelf would not be ſilent - CHARIII 
would have much io ſay z—and thus attun'd every 
object he bebeld on the borders of mount Ephraim, 
——every grot and grove he paſs'd by, would foli 
Cit the recollection ef former k: udneſs, and avh- 
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ken an n advocate in het behalf more ere than 
them all. * | 
I AN I grant it n ** cry.— 

tis foul! tis faithleſs l — But why is the door of 
* mercy to be ſhut for ever againſt it? and why is 
* it to be the only {ad crime that the injured may not 
remit, or reaſon, or imagination paſs over without 
6 a ſcar PIs it the blackeſt ? In what catalogue 
© of human offences is it ſo marked? or, Is it, that 
& of all others tis a blow mot grievous to be en- 
ii dured ?P—the, heart cries our, Ii is ſo : but let me 
% aſk my own, What paſſions are they which give 
t edge and force to this weapon which has ſtruck me ? 
6 and, whether it is not my own pride, as much as 
© my virtues, which at this moment excite the great- 
5 elt part of that intolerable anguiſh, in the wound 
« which I am laying to her charge? But merciful 
6 Heaven ! was it otherwiſe, why is an unhappy 


e creature of thine to be perfecined by me with {5 


* much cruel. revenge and rancorous deſpite as my 
6 ficlt tranſport, called for ? Have faults no ex- 
* tenuations p Makes it nothing, that when the 
* treſpaſs was, committed, ſhe forſook the partner of 


„ber guilt, and fled direclly to her father's houſe ? 


% And is there no difference betwixt one propenſely 

“going aut of the road, and continuing there throng? 
” depravity Loan a hapieſs wanderer traying 

Wa deluſion, and warily treading back her ſteps? 

“Sweet is the look of ſorrow for an olfence, in 
8 4 heart dete erm ned never to comm: t it more! 
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+ Upon that altar only could J offer tip my wrongs, 
& Cruel is the puniſhment which an ingenuous mind 
* will take upon itſelf, from the ale of ſo hard 
& 4 treſpaſs againſt me and if that will not balance 


& the accoupt ,—jult Govt let me forgive the rell. 


„Mercy well becomes ihe heart” of all thy crea 
e tures, —but molt of thy ſervant, a'Levite, ' who 


60 offers up fo many daily ſactifices 00 thee, for the 


& traniprethons of thy people.- 
Bur to litle purpoſe,” he 00 add,“ have 
& Þ ſerved at thy altar, where my | büſineſs was 10 


« ſue for mercy, pad I not learn'd' to rattiſe ii.“ 


"Peace and happinefs reſt upon the head and 


"heart of every man who'can thus think. 


So he arose and went after her, fo 7 friendy 
"unto her ;—in the original—<«' to peak to her 
& heart ;—to apply to their fotmer endearments, 
and to aſk, How ſhe could be i unkind | to him, 
and fo very unkind to herſelf? 

— EVEN che upbraidings of the quier and relent- 
ing are ſweet; not like the ſiriviogs of the frerce and 
inexorable, who bite and devour alf Who tave thwart 
ed them in their way ;—but they ate calm and coui- 


teous, like the ſpirit which watches over their cha- 


racter. How could ſuch a temper woo the damſel, 
and not bring her back ? or, How could the father 
of the damſel, in ſuch a fcene, have atheart open 
to any impreſſions but thoſe mentioned in the text? 
That when he Saw hun, he rejoiced w_ miert 
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Lim ;———utged bis ſtay from day to day, with that 
nol e 27 all. 0% e e VA 5 
Yo | 

Ir Mater 194 W Fly met an Hh in * 
ling this account, . Love would ſurely, be ef. the 
party: Fr eat—— great 13 us power in cementing 
what has been broken, and, wiping out wrohgs even 
from the memory uſelf; and 105 was——for the. Le- 
vite aroſe up, and with him his concubine and his 
ſervant, and ihey depar ted, 

Is ſenves no purpoſe, to purſue the flory fader; 6 
the caraltrophe i is horrid, and would lead us beyond 
the particular Purpoſe. for. which I have enlarged 
upon thus much of 1 it, and that 1s to diſcredit raſh 
judgment, . and illuſtrate, from the manner of con- 
docking this drama, the courteſy which the dramatis 
perſon of every, other piece may have a right te. 
Almoſt: one half of our time. is ſpent in tellung and 
bearing evil of one another—ſome unfortunate 
knight is, always upon the flage—and every hour 
brings forth ſomething {lrange and terrible to fill up 
our diſcourſe. and our aſtoniſhment, „How people 
«can be ſo foalſh and us well if the compli- 
ment ends chere; 3 ſo that chere is not a ſocial virtue 
for which there j 1s. ſo conſlant a demand -; or, 
couſequenily * ſo. well worth cultivating, as that 
which oppoſes this unfriendly current Mauy 


and rapid. are the ſprings ' which feed un, 4 various 


and ſudden, Gop knows, are the gulls which rent 
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der it unſafe to us in this ſhort paſſage of our life, 

Let us make the diſcourſe as ſerviceable as we can, 

by vacing ſome of the molt remaikable of them up 
to their ſource, 

Axv, firll, there is one miſerable inlet to this 
evil, and which, by the way, if ſpeculation is ſup. 
poſed to precede practice, may have been derived, 
for aught ] know, from ſome of our buſieſt enquirers 
after nature,—and that is, when with more zeal than 
knowledge we account for phenomena, before we 
are {we of their exiſlence. It is not the manner of 
the Romans to condemn any man to death (much 
leſs to be martyr'd.} ſaid Feltus: and doth our 
law judge any man beſ ore it hear him, and knou 
what he doth ?2—cried Nicodemus; and he that 
anſwereth, or decermineth, a matter before he has 
heard it, it ts folly and a ſhame unto him. 
We are generally in ſuch a hafle to make our own 
decrees, that we paſs over the juſtice of theſe, 
and then the fſcer.e is ſo changed by; it, that tis our 
own folly only which 1s real, and that of the accuſed, 
which is imaginary: throu oh 100 much precipitancy 
it will happen ſo; and then 5 jell is e we 

have criticiſed our own ſhadow, _ 
As cop way is when the proceſs goes on more 
orderly, and we begin with getting information, — 
but do 1t from thoſe ſuſpetted evidences, againſt 
which our SAVIOUR warns us when he bids us not 
to judge according to appearance in truth *tis 
behind theſe that moſt of the things which blind 
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human judgment lie concealed :——and, on the con- 
trary, inere are many things which appear to d 
which are not: Chriſt came eating and drink- 
ing —behold. a wine-bibber——he ſat with ſinners 
he was their friend: —in many cafes of which kind, 
Truth, like a modeſt matron, ſcorns art—and dif- 
dains to preſs herſelf forwards into the circle to be 
ſeen ——ground ſufficient for Susþicion to draw 
up the hbel-—for Malice io give ths torture, ot 
raſh Judgment to art up and paſs a final ſentence. 
A THIRD way is, when the fafts which de- 
note mi ſcondutt are leſs diſpuab'e, but are commented. 
upon with an aſpericy of cenſure, which a humane oc 
a gracious temper would ſpare ;- an abhorrence a- 
gainlt what is criminal, is fo fair a plea for this, and 
books ſo like virtue in the face, that in a ſermon. 
againſt raſh judgment, it would be unſeaſonable to 
call it in queſtion, — and yet, I declarc, in the fulleſt 
torrent of exclamations which the guilty can deſerve, 
that the ſimple apollropke, Who made me to dif- 
„fer? Why was not J an example ?” would touch 
my heart more, and give me a better earneſt of the 
commentators, than the molt corroſive period you 
could add. The puniſhment of the unhappy, I fear, 
is enough without it: —and, weregit not — tis piteous, 
tne tongue of a Chriſtian, whole religion is all can- 


dour and courteſy, ſhould be made the executioner. 
We find ih the diſcourſe between Abraham and 


he rich man, though the one was in heaven, and 
the other in hell, yet ſtill the pairiarch treated him 


O 4 with 
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with mild language; Son on, remember tha 
thou in thy life time, & c. &c.— And in the diſpue 
about the body of Moſes, between the Archangel and 


the devil (himſelf,) St Jude tells us, he durf not 


bring a railling. accuſation againſt him j—'twas un- 
worthy: his high charzQter,—and, indeed, might have 
been impolitic too; for if he had (as one of our di. 
vires notes upon the paſſage,) the devil had been too 
hard for him at railing, ——'twas his own weapon, 
and the baſeſt ſpire, aſier his example, are the 
moſt expert at ii. 

Tuis leads me to the Wlan of a founh 
eruel iulet to this evil, and that 15, the deſire of beirg 
thought men of wit and parts, and the vain.expettation 
of coming honeſlly by the title, by ſhrewd and ſarcaſ 
ſlic refl. ions upon whatever is done in the world, 
This is ſetting up trade upon the broken flock of o- 
ther people's failing, —perhaps. their misfortunes: 
—ſo, much good may it do them wuh what honour 
they can get, —the furtheſt extent of which, I think, 

is to be praiſed, as we do ſeme ſauces, wath tears 10 
our eyes. It is a commerce moſt illiberal; and as i 
requires no vaſt capital, ioo many. embark in it: and 
ſo long as there are bad paſſions to be gratified,— 
and bed heads 10 judge, with ſuch jt may paſs for wit; 
or, at leaſt, like ſome vile relation whom all the fa- 
mily is aſhamed of, claim kindred with it, even in 
better companics. Whatever be the degree of iu 


iinity, it bas helped to give wit a bad name, 3s if 
che 
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the main eſſence of it was ſatire: cemainly there is a 
difference between bittcrness. and | Salt ness. 
hat is between the malignity and the feſtivity of 
vi, the one is a mere quickneſs of apprehen- 
fon, - void of humanitv.— and is a talent of the de- 
vil; the other comes from the Father of ſpiriis, fo 
pure and abſtracted from perſons, that willingly it 
hurts no man; or, if it touches upon an indecorum, 
'tis with that dexterity of true genius, which enables 
him rather to give a new colour to the abſurdity, and 
let it paſs.— He may ſmile at the ſhape of the obe- 
l{k raiſed-to another's fame; — but the malignant 
wit will level it at once with the ground, and build 
his own upon the ruins of it. | 

War then, ye raſh cenſurers of the world! 
Have ye no manſions for your credit, but thaſe from 
whence ye have extruded the right owners? Are 


there no regions for you to ſhine in, that ye deſcend 


for it into the low caverns of abuſe and crimination ? 
Have ye no ſeats but thoſe of the ſcotnful to 
fit down in P If Honour has miſtook his road, or 
the Virtues, in their exceſſes, have approached too 
near che confines of Vic E, are they therefore to be 
caſt ' down the precipice? Mult Beauty for ever 
de trampled upon in the dirt, for one—one falſe 
flep? And ſhall no one virtue or good quality. out 
of the thouſand the fair penitent may have left, — 


ſhall not one of them be ſuffered to Rand by her 7— 


Juſt God of heaven and earth! | 


Bor thou art merciful, loving, and righteous, 
and 
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and lookeſt down with pity upon theſe wrongs thy 
Þ ſetvants do unto each other : pardon us, we beſeech 
| thee, for them and all our tranſgreſſions ; let it not 
be remember'd, that we were brethren of the ſame 
fleſh, the ſame feelings and infirmities. O my Gop! 
werte it not down in thy book, that thou madeſt ys 
merciful afier thy own image ;—that thou haſt given 
us a religion fo courteous, — ſo good temper'd,—. 
that every precept of it carries a balm along with it to 
heal the ſoreneſs of cur natures, and ſweeten our 
ſpirits, that we might live with ſuch kind inter. 
courle in this worid, as will fit us io Exill: together in 
a better, 2 | 


He 
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Felix's Behaviour | towards Paul, 
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He hoped also that money ſhould have been given 
him of Paul, that he might loose him. 


NOBLE object to take up the conſideration 
of the Roman governor |! | 
e hopcd that money ſhould have been 
given ham ! for what end? to enable him to 
judge berwixt right and wrong !—and, From whence 
was it to be wrung ? fromthe poor ſcrip of à diſ- 
ciple of the carpenter's fon, who left nothing ig his 
toilowers but poverty: and ſufferings — | 
AND was this Felix! —the great, the noble 
Felix !—Felix the happy !—the gallant Felix, who 
kept Drufilla ! —— Could he do this ?—— Baſe 
paſſion! what canſt thou not make us do ? 
Ler us conſider: the whole tranſaction. 
Pau, in the beginning of this chapter, had 
been accuſed before Felix, by Tertullus, ot very 
p1:CY OUS crimes, ä of being a peſlilent fellow 1 
Ov mover 
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mover of ſeditions, and a profaner of the temple 
Kc. To which accuſations, the apolile, haying 
liberty from Felix io reply, makes his defence fron 
ide 1oth to the. 22d verſe, te this purport, He 
ſhe ns him, brſt, that the whole charge was deſtitye 
of all proof; which he openly challenges them 9 
produce apainft him, if they had it :—that, on the 
contrary, he. was ſo far from being the man Tertully 
bad. repreſented, that the very principles of the 
religion with which he then flood charged, and 
Which they called Hereſy, led him to be the mo 
unexceptionable in his conduct, by the continual ex. 
erciſe which it demanded of him, of having a con. 
ſcience void of offence at all times, both toward 
ovp and man : — hat conſillenily with 1þis, bis ad. 
ver ſaries had neither found him in the temple diſpu- 
ting with any man, neither raiſing up the. peeple, 
neither in the ſynagogue, or in the ciiy, for this he 
appeals to themſelves :-—ihat it was but twelve days 
ſince he came up to Jeruſalem for to worſhip :—— 
thar, during that time, when he purthed iu the tem- 
ple, he did-1t as became him, without noiſe, without 
tumult; this he calls upon the Jews who came from 
Aſia, and were eye-witneſſes of his behaviour, to 
atteſt: nd, in a word, he urges the whole de- 
ſence before Felix in ſo ſlrong a manner, and wich 
ſuch plain and natural arguments of his innocence, 
as to leave no colour for his adverſaries to reply. 
Tuz xk was, however, ſtil] one adverſary in this 
court, —though flent, yet not ſatisfied,— 
22 | —SPARE 


- 
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Sean thy eloquence, Tertullus! roll up the 
charge: a more notable orator than thyſelf is riſen 


ups AVARICE, and that 00 in the molt 


fatal place for the priſoner it could have taken poſ- 


ſeſſion of. tis in the heart of the man who jud- 


ges him. (48 3k 4 +14; « Fo 


Ix Felix believed Paul innocent, and afted ac- 
cordingly [that is) releaſed him without re ward, 


——=this ſubtile advocate told him he would loſe 
one of the proſits of his employment; and if he ac- 
knowledged tre faith of CHRIST, whieh Paul 
occalionally explained in his defence,—it told him, 
he might loſe the employment itlelf-:—ſo that not= 
wichſtanding the charafter of the apoſtle appeared 
{as it was) moſt ſpotleſs, and the faith be profeſſed 
ſo very clear, that as he urged it, the heart gave its 
conſent, —yet, at the ſame time, the paſſion rebeil'd, 
and fo ſlrong an intereſt was formed thereby, agawit 
the firſt impreſſions in favour of the man and his 
cauſe, that both were diſmulled ; the one io a 
more convenient hearing, which never came; the 
other to the hardſhips of a priſon for two whole 
years, — hoping, as the text informs us, that money 
thould have been given him : and even at the lait, 
when he ieft the province, willirg io do the Jews a 
pleaſure,— that is, to ſerve his intereſt in another 
thape, wich all the convittion upon his mind that he 
had done nothing worthy of bonds; he nevetcheleis, 
left the holy man bound, and conligned over to the 
hopeleſs proſpect of ending his days in the _ 
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flare of confinement, in which he had ungenerouſly 
MH 9161 nd dor US 7 
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Ox E would imagine, as covetoufneſs is a vice not 
naturally cruel in iiſelf, that there mult certainly have 


been a mixture of other motives in the governor's 


breaſt, to account for a proceeding ſo contrary to 


humanity and his own conviftion; and could it be 


of uſe to raiſe conjettures upon it, there ſeems but 
oo / probable” grounds for ſuch a ſuppoſition, It 
ſeems chat Druſilla: whoſe curioſity, upon a double 
account, had led her to hear Paul—{ftor ſhe was a 
daughter of ' Abraham———as well as of Eve 

was a character which might have figured: very well 
even in our on times; for, as Joſephus tells us, 
ihe had left the Jew her huſband, ard without any 
pretence in their law to juſtify a divorce, had given 
herſelf up without ceremony to Felix; for which 
cauſe, though the 1s here called his wife, ſhe was, in 
reaſon and juſtice, che wife of -anether man,—and 


conſequently lived in an open ſtate of :adukery, So 


that when Paul, in explaining the faith of CURIST, 
took” occaſion io argue upon the moraliiy of the 
Goſpel, —and urged the eternal laws of jullice, the 
unchangeable obligations to temperance, of which 
chaliuy was a branch, —it was ſcarce polſible to 
frame his diſcourſe ſo (had he wiſhed to temporize) 
but that either her intereſt or her love mult have 


taken oflence: and though we do not read, like 


Felix, that ſhe trembled at the account, *tis yet na- 


OL 


Lure to imagine ſhe was allefied with other palſions, 


of w 
was 
enem 


him. 


S ERMON XIX. Ed 
of which the apoſſle might feel the eſſects and 
was well he ſuffered no more, if two ſuch violent 
enemies as Luſt and Avarice were combined againlt 


him. 7 & 4 At l ra te 
Bu ch is by the: . as eta text ſeems only 


to acknowledge one of theſe motives,. it is not our 


bulineſs to allign the other.. in 
Ir is obſervable, that this, ſame. e wie 
in the epiſtle to Timothy, of che ill effects of this 
ſame ruling paſſion, affirms, that it is he root of all 
evil; and I make no doubt but the remembrance of 


his own piffetings had no ſmall ſhare in the ſeverity 


of the reflection. — Inlinite are the examples, where 


the love of money is only a ſubordinate and mini- 


ſerial. paſſion, exerciſed for the ſupport of ſome 
other. viees; and *us generally found, when there 
is either ambition, prodigality, or luſt, to be fed by 
it, chat it then rages wich the jealt mercy and diſ- 
ereiion; in which cafes, Urictly ſpeaking, it is not 
the root of other POR but other cvils are the root 
ob it. 

TuISs frees me to recal what I have ſaid upon 


covetouſneſs as a vice not naturally cruel : it is not 


apt to repreſent itſelf io our imaginations, at firit 
hyht, under tha idea; we conſider it only as a mean, 


worthleſs turn of ind, incapable of judging or - 


doing what 1s right: but as it is a Vice which does not 
always {et up for uſelf. o know truly what it is 
in this relpett, we mull * what n t {erves ; 


—key arc mary, and of various calls and do- 
mouis, 
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 fmours;——and each one lends it fomething of by mens 
own e tint and character. ae ſ 
Txr1s, I ſuppoſe, may be the cauſe that dete i is i 18 
greater and more whimſical myſtery in the love of 1 
money, than in the darkeſt and moſt nonſenſical . 


problem that ever was poted on. . hin, was 
Even at tke beſt, and when the pallon Lend 10 ella 
ſeek nothing more than its own amuſement, — || ill 


there is file very little, 1 fear, io be ſaid for 5 
ns humanity EST may be a ſport to the miſer; his 
but conſider it muſt be death and defleuction {ma 
to others, The moment this ſordid humour begin; ſaid 
ro govern—farewel| all honelt and natural affe ions! | JOY 
farewell all he owes to parents, to chitdren, to 
friends ! How faſt the obligations vatiſh! See ©! 
he is now ltripped of all feelings whatever 
the ſhrill cry of Juſtice- and the low lamentauon 
of humble diſtreſs, are notes e quaſſy beyond his com. FF. 
paſs. —Eternal Gov! fee (ak Yes by one | 
whom thou haſt juſt bruiſed, Gat ane penſire . 
reflettion:— he enters the bin of the widow, whole 
huſband and child thou haſt taken to thyſelf, —exafl " 
his bond, without a ſigh We Fit J am to be i 
tempied,— -let it be by glory, by ambition, li 
by ſome generous and manly v vice If I malt 1 t/ 
fall, let it be by ſome pallion which thou haſt planted h 
in my nature, which ſhalt not harden my heart, but £ ® 
leave me room at lalt io retreat and come back o Þ 
Thee! l 
Ir would be eaſy here to add the common argu- 
ments 
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ments which reaſon offers againſ} this vice; dut they 
are ſo well onderſtgnd, both. 1 in matter and Jona 
it is needleſ. 

I MIGHT. cite to, you. what. Seneca bys upon. it 
ee e the, misfortune. i is, that at the ſame ume he 
was writing againſt riches, he was enjoying, a great 


ellaie, and uſing every means to make that eflate 


ſill greater. | 

W1TH, infinite pleaſure might. A preacher Mes 
his diſcourſe in thus place, by weaving into it all the 
ſmart things which ancient or modern wits have 
ſaid upon zhe love of ny be migbt inform 
0, 
; 66 — poverty wants ſome things—— 
& that covetouſneſs wanteth all.“ 

& TyAr, a miſer can only be ſaid. to haye riches, 
& as a ſick man has a fever, which holds and ty rape 
6 nizes over the man not he over it.“ 

© Tyar covetouſneſs is the ſhirt of the ſoul, — 
+ the laſt vice it.parts with.“ 

„Tur nature is content with few Fe 
« that nature is never ſatisfied at all, Grow 

« Tas tefletlion of our eee k, That the 
life of man conſiſteth not in the ahundance of the 
things which he poſſeſſeti peaks more to the 
heart, — and the ſingle hint of the! camel, and what 
very  narraw pallage he has to go through, — 
has more coercion in it than all the ſee ſaws of Phi- 
loſophy. | 

I SHALL e therefore to draw fuck 7: 

refleQions 
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of uſe. 


—_—— ——— SES... - 


the cauſes of this perverſion, which often appears ſo 


reſledtions from this piece of Aacred hiſtory, as ijs 
applicable io human abend more N 10 be 


ot, he 
xperim 
his we 
le, as 
hat i 
any de 
ould. 
wade . 
lay ib 
julgme 


of his 
u. V 
that, 1 
bias, 4 


lurns 1 


TuERE is nothing genen in 5 our hay 
pineſs and honour are more nearly concerned, than 
in forming true notions botk of men and things; 
for in proportion as we think rightly of them, we 
approve. ourſelves to the world, —and as we govem iſ 
ourſelves by ſuch judgments, ſo we ſecure our peace 
and well-being in paſſing through t: the falſe fie 
and miſcarriages. in life, iffuing from a defect in this 
capital point, are ſo many and fatal, that there can 
be nothing more inſtruttive than an enquiry into 


very groſs in us, that were you io take à view of 


the world——ſee what notions it enteriains, and by Wl W. 
what conſiderations it is governed, you would it in 
ſay of the millakes of human judgment, what the Nuanſa- 
Prophet does of the fully of hwnan actions ron, 


{hat we were wife to do evil, but to ugg: right this, 1 


had no underſtanding. p whicl 


Trar in many dark onde abtrafted qotſtions of (tome 
mere ſpeculation, we ſhould err is not ſtrange: Nuent 


we live amonglt myſteries and riddles, and almoſt nuch 


every thing whieh comes in gur way, in one light or I. 


other, may be ſaid to baſſle our underſlandings; par 


yet ſeldom ſo as to mitlake in extremities, and Netteet 
take one contrary for another. Fis very N ful p 
tot iullance, that we take the virtue of a plant io be mx 
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ot, when ii is extremely cold, —or, that we try the 
xperiment of opium, to keep us waking : -yet, 
is ve ace continually attempting in the conduRt of 
ap. Nie, as well as in the great ends ane meaſures of it. 
han {That ſuch wrong determinations in us, do ariſe from 
ps oy defect of judgment inevitably miſleading us 
ve ould reflett diſhonour upon God ; as if he had 
wade and fent man into the world on purpoſe 10 
Jay the fool. His all bountiful hand made bis 


of his ſagacity, in other things, abundantly confirm 
i, We are led. therefore in courſe to a ſuppolition, 
no that, in all inconfillent inſtances, there is a ſecret 


lo Ibis, Jomehow or other, hung upon, the mind, which 


of Nurns it aſide from reaſon and truth, - 
by Wart this is, if we do not care to ſearch, for 
ud In in ourſelves, we {hall find it regiſtered in this 
the Nuanſaction of Felix; and we may depend, that i in all 
—Vocong judgments whatever, in ſuch plain caſes as. 
4% dis, that the lame explanation muſt be given of 1 it, 
wich is given in the text, — namely, —that it is 
of Nome ſelſih, confideration—ſome ſecret dirty engage- 
de: Inent with lon latie e which does us io 
off auch diſhonour. | 
or Tux judgments of the more diſintereſted and 
ps; Iiwpartial of us, receive no ſmall tincture from our 
nd Naftections: we generally conſult chem in all doubt- 
re, Ntul points, and it happens well if the matter in que- 
e on is not almoſt ſettled before the arbitrator is ca. 
ot kd into che debate——But in the more flagrant 


iilances 


hudoment, like his heart, upright ; and the inſtances _ 
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ute: and pains too, —in theit proper ſize and d. 


| for ever. 
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inffances, where the Paſſie ons gover: n the whole mar 
i melahcholys id dee the "office to which) Rez 
fon, the great prerogative of his nature, is reduced, 
ſerving the lower appetites in thediſhonelt drudgery 
of ae Nu 10 f the PR pts 
ſuit. 5¹⁰ 

TO judge rightly of our: own warth, we ſhoul 
reit a little from the world, to ſee; all iis ple 


menſions— This, no doubt, was the reaſon Si Paul 
when he intended. to convert Felix, began his Mi 

courſe upon the day of judgment, on put poſe lh 
take the heart off from this world and its pleaſure, 
which diſhonour the underſtanding ſo as to dur he 
wiſeſt of men into fools and children. 

Ir you enlarge your obſervations upon this plan, 
you will find where the evil lies which has ſupporiedſtoo | 
thoſe deſperate opinions which have fo long divided Win: o 
the Chriſtian world— and are "ety 10 divide | 1 7 


x 


" Cons1Der popery well ; you will ba convin- 
ced, that'the trueſt definition Kern can be given df 
it, i$s,—That it is a E ſyſtem, well conti. 
ved to operate upon men's paſſions and weakneis 
whilſt their pockets are ofpicking. Run through al bel 
the points of difference between ys,—and when you vie 
ſee, that, in every one of them, they ſerve the m — 
end which Felix had in view, either of money o ant 
power—there is little room left 10 doubt whence fur 
the of 
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b Res Be cloud ariſes Which in ſpread. over the under- 1 
duced, Landing. 10 20 it ? | 'Y 
udger Ir this bead es is concluſive. Ns a thoſe it# 


o merely differ from us in religion let us iry 
f it will not hold good with regard to thoſe who 


ſhoulifcre'none at all;—or rather, who affeft to treat all ; 
s ple. perſuafions of it with ridicule alike. Thanks te 1 
nd d ood lenſe, good manners, and a; more enlarged I 
Paul knowledge, | this kumour is going down, and ſeems | 1 
is dil to be Kada at preſent, chiefly, amongſt the in- 1 


ſerior claſſes of people — here it is likely to reſt, 
As for the loweſt ranks, though they are apt enough 
o follow the modes of their betters, yet are they 
not likely io be ſtruck with this one, of making 
metry with that which is their conſolation; they are 
too ſecious a ſet of poor people ever hearily o enter 
ont al e 

Tate is enough, bert of i in the world, 
to ſay that this all-ſacred ſyſtem, which holds the 
world inchatmony and peace, is too; often the firſt 
object. that ihe giddy- and inconſiderate make choice 
of io try the temper of their: wits upon. Now, of 
neh he numbers who make this experiment, do you 
gh ai believe that one in a thouſand does it from con- 
n yolſſ viction, —or from arguments which a courſe of. liudy 
me — much cool reaſoning and a ſober, enquiry into 
ey o antiquity, and the true merits of the queſtion, have 
ence W furniſhed him with? The years and way of life 

ite of the moſt forward of theſe, lead us to a different 


explanation. 
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Reticion, which lays ſo many reſtraints up. 
on us, is a troubleſome companion to thoſe who mill 
lay no reſtraints upon themſelves ;—and for thi 
reaſon there 1s nothing more common to be obſeryed, 
than that the litile arguments and cavils, which > 
men have gathered vp againſt it, in the early pa 
of their lives, how conſiderable ſoever they mz 
have appeared, when viewed through their paſſin 
and prejudices, which give an unnatural turn to all 


objefls,—yet, when the edge of appetite has been 


worn down, and the heat of the purſuit pretty well / #1 


over,—and reaſon, and judgment have got polleſſon 
of their empire 


ue ſeldom fail of bringing the bo! 
ſheep back to his fold. 


May GOD vet us all there, Amen. 
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„ BURE XV. 13. 4 
did not many days after, the younger fon gathered 
all he had together, and took his journey into @ 
far country,— 


KNOW not whether the remark is to our 

honour or otherwiſe, — that leſſons of wiſdom 
have never ſach power over us, as when they are 
wrought into the heart, through the ground- work 
of a flory which engages the palhons. Is it, that 
we are like iron, and muſt firlt be heated before we 
can be wrought upon ? or, Is the heart ſo in love 
with deceit, that where a true report will not reach 
it, we muſt cheat it with a fable, in order to come 
a truth ?; . | 85 

Wurr hn this parable of the prodigal {for 


ſo it is uſually called) is really ſuch, or built 


upon ſome ſtory known at that time in Jeruſalem, is 
not much to the purpoſe ; it is given us io enlarge 
upon, and turn to the def} moral account we can. 
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„ A CERTAIN, man,” ſays our Savious, 
* had 100 ſons, and the younger of them {ai 0 
te his father, Give me the portion of goods which 
6 falls to me: and he divided unto them his ſub. 
** tlarce, And not many days after, the younger 
„ ſon gathered all together, and took his journe 
5 into a far country, and there waſted his ſubſlance 
© with riotous living.” 

Tn account is ſhort : the zan and pathe, 
tic paſſages with which ſuch a tranſaftion would be 
| neceſſarily conneRted, are left to be ſupplied by the 
heart : the flory | is ſilent—but nature is not; 
much kind advice, and many a tender expollu, 
lation, would fall from the father's * no doubt, 
upon this occaſion, 

He would diſſuade his ſon from \bs folly of < 


camel 


on 01 
the 


with 


) Wiering 


refira 
if un 
ment 
ment, 


aſt th 
orth 
etl: 


ralh an enterpriſe, by ſhewing bim the dangers of 3 
the journey, —the inexpetience of his age. —the rey, 
hazards his life, his fortune, his virtue would run, Necei. 
without a guide, without a friend; he would tel wy 


him of the many ſnares and temptations which he 
had to avoid, or encounter, at every ſlep, —ibe 
pleaſures wh would ſolicit him in every luxurious 
court, the little knowledge he could gain. 
cept chat of evil; he would ſpeak of the ſedutiions 
of 3 charms— their poiſons : hat 
hapleſs indulgences he might give way to, when ſer Nn! 
from reſlraint, and the check of giving his father pain, 
Tu diſſuaſive would but inflame his delire— 
He gathers all together. 


xtrav 


— 


on I ses the piddure of his departure—the 
ad o eamels and affes loaden with his ſubſtance, detached 
which on one fide of the piece, and already. on their way: 
s ſub. . —the prodigal fon [landing on the fore ground, 


unger MW with a forced ſedateneſs, ſtruggling againſt the flu, 


urney Ntering movement of joy, upon his deliverance from: 
lance N teſtraipt: tlie elder brothec holding his hand, as 
if unwilling to let it go — he father lad mo- 


pathey ment! with a firm look, covering « prophetic, ſenu-_. 
uld be Wrnent, © that all would not go well with his child,“ 


y e approaching to embrace him and bid him adieu. 


not: Poor inconſiderate youth !. From whoſe arms 
Pollue Nn tou flying ? From what a ſheltet art thou going 


doubt, North into the form ? Art thou weary of a father's 
of { 
ers of 
— he 
1 run, 
Id tell 
ch he 
— the 
urious 
— 
tions 
What 
en far 
pain. 


warmer intereſt,” a truer counſellor, or a kinder 
iend in a land of ſtrangers, where youth is made a 
rey, and ſo many thouſands are confederated to 
leceive them, and live by their ſpoils ?? 
We will ſeek no farther-than this idea, for the 
xtravagances by which the prodigal ſon added one 
happy example to the number; bis fortune 
aled—the followers. of it fled in courſe : he 


th againſt him for when he had ſpent all, a 
igity ſamine arose in that rountry.—-tHea- 
n! have pi y upon the youth, for he is in hunger 
d diftreſs—ftrayed out of che reach of a parent, 


— lo counts every hour of his abſence with angu'ſh, 


— 


t off from all his tender offices, by his folly and 
Yor. V. P from 


—1 
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fettion, of a father's care P or, Hopeſt thou to find 


als of nature remain Ahe hand of Gop gone 
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264 SERMON XX. 
from relief and chariiy from others by the calamiy 
of the times. — 
Nortaixc fo powerſully calls home the mind a 
diſtreſs ; the tenſe fibre then reiaxes,—the ſoul re: 
tires 10. itſelf, —fits penſive and ſuſcepuble of right 
impreſſigns : if we have a friend, *tis then we think 
of him; if a bene factor, at that. moment all hi; 
kindnefſes preſs upon our mind. Gracious and 
bountiful Gop ! Is it not for this that they Who in 
their proſperity forget thee, do yet remember and 
return to thee in the hour of their ſorrow ? When 
our heart is in heavineſs, upon whom can we think 
but Thee, who knoweſt our necellities. afar off, — 
zutteſt all our tears in thy bottle;——-ſceſt ever 
careful thought, —heareſt every ſigh and melancholy 
groan we uttet ) 

STRANGE! that we ſhould only begin to 
think of Cop with comfort, when with Joya and 
comfort we can think of hothing elſe. 

Maw jurely is a compound of riddles and con- 
tradictions: * the law ot his nature he avoids pain, 
and yet wnlcss Ne Tuffers in the fleſh, he will nit 
ceaſe rem fin, though ii is fore to bring pain an 
mulecy upon his head for ever, 

WuIISI all went pleaſurably on with the pte 
digal, we hear not one word concerning his father 
no pang of remorſe for the ſufferings in which be 
had left: him, or reſolution of returning, 10 make up 
the account of his folly. His firſt hour of diſtre 
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cate to himſelf, he fail, How TLANY = ſervants 


/ my 1 5 have bread enough and to ſpare, "_ 

Peri 21 

57 a all che terrors of nature, that of one day or 
other dying by hunger is the greateſt; and it is wiſe- 
ly wove into our frame to awaken man to induſtry, 
and call forth his talents; and though. we ſcem to 
go on carelefly, ſporung with it as we do with other 
errors, —yet, he that ſees this enemy fairly, and in 
bis moſt frightful ſhape, will need ao long remon- 
ſtrance to make him turn out of the way to avoid him. 

Ir was the caſe of the prodigal—ae arole 10 go t 
his father. 

Aras! How mall he tell his ſtory? Le 
who have trod this round, tell me in what words he 
ſnall give in to his father the lad Items of his extta- 
vagance and folly ? 

— Tus fealts and banquets which he gave . to 
whole cities in the eall,—ihe colts of Altatic rarities, 
and of Aſiatic cooks to drels them, be expenees 
of linging men and ſinging women, —the flute, the 
harp, the ſack but, and of all kinds of muljc,—thz 
drels of the Pecrhian courts, how magniſicent! «heir 
llaves how numerous !—their chariots, their horſes, 
their palaces, their furniture, what immenſe ſums 
they had devoured | what expectations from 
rangers of condition! what exaftions? 

How ſhall the youth make his father compre- 
hend chat he was cheated at Damalcus by one of the 
beſt men in the world; —— chat he had lent a part 
e 5 "= 


SERMON xx. 
of his ſubſlance io a friend at Nineveh, who had fled 
off with it to the Ganges; ——that a whore of Ba. 


266 


bylon had ſwallowed his beſt pearl, and anointed 
the whole city with his balm of Gilead that be 
had been ſold by a man of honour for twenty iſhe. 


kels of ſilver, to a worker in graven images ;—that 


the images he had purchaſed had profited him no. 
thing; that the) could not be tranſported acroſs 


the wilderneſs, and had been burnt with fire at Shu. 


fan ;——that the“ apes and peacoecks, which he 
had ſent for from Tarſis, lay dead upon bis hands; 


and that the mummies had not been dead long enough, 


which had been breught him out of Egypt 
that all had gone wrong ſince tie day he for ſock 
his father's houſe! | 

LEAVE the ſtory, it will be told more 
conciſely.— Mhen he was yet afar off, his father Sau 
72m, —Compaſllion told it in three words fe fell 
upon his nec, and kifſca Rim. 


GREAT is the power of eloquence : but never 


is it ſo great as when it pleads along with nature, 


and the culpiit is a child {trayed from his duty, and 
returned io it again with tears. Caſuiſis may ſettle 
the point as they will: But what could a parent ſe: 
more in the account, than the natural one, of an in- 


genuous hear too open for the word mitten with 


ſtrong ſenſations of pleaſures, and ſulfered to faliy 
D forty 


vide 2 Chronicles ix. 27. 
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led forth unarmed into che mid{t of enemies N 


Ba. chan himſelf ?? 
ne GEVveAOS IT | forrows 4 much for the over- 
the © matched, at Pity herſelf does 
he. Tue idea of a ſon ſo ruined, would PV the 
that W father's eareſſes: every effuſion of his tenderneſs 
no. would add bitternefs to his ſon's remorſe.— Gra- 
rok I © cious Heaven! what a father wad Þ rendered. 
hu. „ miferable 1% “? | 
ne W And he ſaid, I have 6 aned agaitſ Heaven, and. 
p ; W in thy fight, and am no more WIR to be called 
oh, i thy ſon. 
— 5 the ſither Said, Bring forth the beſt robe— 
CK O ye ati<thons ! how fondly do ye play at croſo- 
purpoſes with each other P - Tis the natural dia- 
Tre I logie of true tranſport: joy is not methodical ; and 
10 i where an offender beloved, overcharges itſelf in the 
ell Þ offence—words are 100 Pp and a conciliated heart 
replies by tokens of eſleem. 
er And he ſaid unto his ſerpants, Bring forth the 
'e, © Left robe and put it on bim and put a ring on his 
nd hand, and bes on his feet, and bring hither ths 
le fatted calf, and ſet us eat and drink and b: merry. 


ee WHEN the affections fo kindly break looſe, Joy 
n. is another name for Religion. 

th Ws look up as we talte i. The cold Stoic with- 
iv 


out, vhen he hears the dancing and the muſic, may 
alk ſullenly (with the elder brother) What it means ? 
and refuſe io enter: but the humane and compaſ- 
fionate all fly impetuouſly to the banquet given fur 

P 3 | a gon 
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268 8 ERM OUR XX. 
4 50n 110 was dead and is alive again ch was 
loft. and is found: Gentle ſpirits, light up the pa. 
villion with a ſacred fire; and parental love and fil 
piety, lead in the maſk with riot and wild feſtiviy! 
"Was it not for this that Gop gave man muſic 
to ſtrike upon the kindly ' paſſions ; that Nature 
taught the feet to dance to its movements, and, az 
chief governeſs of the feaſt, poured forth wine into 
the goblet, to crown it with gladneſs ?. | 
Tas intention of this parable is ſo clear from the 
occaſion of it, that it will not be neceſſary to perplex 
it with any tedious explanation z it was deſigned by 
way of indirect remonſtrance to the Scribes and 
Phariſees, who animadverted upon eur \SAV1ouR's 
conduR, for entering ſo freely into conferences with 
ſinners, in order to reclaim them. To that end, te 
propoſes the parable of the ſhepherd, who left his 
ninety aud nine ſheep that were ſafe in the fold, to 
go and ſeek for one ſheep that was gone allray,—— 
telling them in other places, that they who were 
whole wanted not a phyſician but they that were 
lick ; and here, to carry on the jame leſſon, and to 
Prove how acceptable ſuch a recovery was to Goo, 
he relates this account of the prodigal fon, and his 
welcome reception, | 


I xxow not whether it would be a ſubject of 
much edification to convince you here, that our Sa- 
VIOUR, by the prodigal ſon, particularly pointed at 
thoſe who were ſenners of the Centiles, and were 
recovered by Divine grace to repentance ;—and 
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that by the elder brother, he: 0 as manifellly 
the more froward of the Jews, who envied their con- 
verſion, and thoughrit a kind of wrong to their pri- 
mogenitare, in being made fellow. heirs with LA 4 
the promiſes of Cob. 

Türss uſes have been fo ably fer POR in FR 
manv good ſermons upon the prodigal fon, that 1 
ſhall turn aſide from them at preſent, and content 
myſelf with ſome re ſlettions upon thai fatal paſſion 
which led him and ſo many thouſands after the 
example, to gather all he had together, and take 
his reg into a far counity. 

lu love of variety, or curiolity of ſceing new 
things, which is the ſame, or at leall a filter paſſion 
to it —ſeems wove into the frame of every ſon and 
daughter of Adam; we ulually ſpeak of it as one of 
Nature's levities, though planted wuhin us for the 
ſolid purpoſes of carrving forwards the mind to freſh 
enquiry and knowledge; firip us of it, the mind (I 
fear) would deze "hy ever over the preſent page; 
and we ſhould all of us reſt at caſe with ſuch objects 
a preſented themſelves in the pariſh or province 
where we firſt drew breath. 

IT is to this ſpur, which isever in our {es that 
we owe the impatience of this delve for travelling: 
the paſſion is no way bad——but, as athers—aa its 
miſmanagement or exceſs ;——order it rightly, the 


advantages are worth the purſuit ; the chief of 


winch ate to learn ee ages, the laws and cu- 
lloms, and underſtand he government and intereſt of 
other 
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other nations ——to acquire an urbanity and con. 
fidence of behaviour, and fit the mind more eaſi 
for converſation and difcourſe—to take us out of the 
Ow, of our aunts and grandmothers, and from 
the track of nurſety miſtakes; and by ſhe wing u 
new objefts, or old ones in new lights, to reform our 
judgments. by taſting perpetually the varieties 
of nature, to know what is good——by obſerving 
the addreſs and aris of men, to conceive what is fin 
cere—and, by ſeeing the difference of ſo many vari 
ous e and manners to look into ourſelves 
and form our own. 

Tunis is ſome part of the cargo we might return 
with ; but the imp.Alſe of ſeeing new fights, angment. 
ed lah that of getting clear from all leffons both of 
wiſdom and reproof at home carries our youth 
too early out, to turn this venture. to too much ac- 
count; on the contrary, if the ſcene painted of the 
prodigal i in his travels, looks more like a copy than 
an- original, —will it not be well if fuch a an adventu- 


rer, with ſo unpromiſing a ſetiing out, — without 
carte——without compaſs be not "ft away for 
ever, and may he not be ſaid 10 eſcape well—— 


if be returns io bis country, Seh as naked as ne 
firſt left? 7 

Bur you will ſend an able * with your fon— 
a ſcholar. 

Ir wiſdom can ſpeak in no other language but 
Greek or Latin——you do well; or if mathe. 


matics will make a man a gentleman—or natural phi- 


loſophy 
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loſophy but teach him to make 2 bow,—he may. be 
of lome ſervice. in introducing your ſon 1010 good ſo- 
cieties, and ſupporiing him in then when 4 he has done: 
but the upfhot will be generally this, that, in che 


moſt prelling occaſions of ; addreſs - if he 18 a mere 
man of reading, the unhappy youth will bave the 1y- 
tor to carry and not the tutor to carry! Ht ence 
Bur you will avoid ths exireme ; he hall be eſ- 
cored by one who, knows the world, not merely 
from books——but from his own experience :— 8 
man who has been employed on ſuch ſervices, and 


thrice made the tour of Eu ro he, with SUCCESS >——> 


4 
—— I HAT, is, wiihout breaking | his own, or his 


pupil's eck 7 if he is ſuch as my eyes have 
ſeen! ſome J Swiss valet de th nubre, — ſome 
general underisker, who will perform the journey 
in ſo many months r Gov PERMIT,” —inuch 
knowledge will not accrue, ſome profit at leaſt; 

—be will learn the amount to a halfpenny, of every 
ſlage from Calais to Rome ;—he will be carried [F) 
the beſt inns, —inſtructed where there is the beſt 
wine, and ſup a livre cheaper than if the youth had 
been left io make the tour and the bargain himſelf, 
Lock at our governor ! 1 beſeech you: fee, 
he is an inch taller as he relates the advantages.— | 

—AxD here endeth his pride, —his know /olge, 
ani his uſe, ; 

Bur when your ſon gets abroad, he will be ta- 
ken out of his hand, by his ſociety with new off rank 
and! ieiters, with whou he will paſs the greatell part 
of his time. LET 
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Le me obſerve, in the firſt place, ——that com. 
pany which is really good, is very rare. —and ven 
Thy : but you have ſurmounted this difficuliy; and 
procure:i him the beſt letters of recommendation to 
the moſt eminent aud reſpectable in every, capital, 
AB Lanſwer, that he will obtain all by then, 
which courteſy ilrittly {lands obliged to pay on {uh 


occaſions, but no more. EE 
TnEME is nothing in which we are ſo much de. 


of „ 
r 


ceived, as in the advantages propoſed from our con. 
nexions and .diſcomſe with the literati, &c. in 
foreign parts; eſpecially if the experiment is mate 
before we are matured by years or ſtudy. 


CONVERSATION is a traſfic 3 and if you eniet 


into it, without ſome flock of knowledge to balance 


the account perpetually betwixt you, ——the trade 


drops at once: and this is the reaſon; However i 
may be boalled to the contrary, why travellers have 
ſo lutle (eſpecially good} converſa:1on-with native, 
—owing to their ſuſpicion—or' perhaps conviddion, 
that there is nothing to be extracted from the con- 
ver ſation of young itinerants, worth the trouble of 
their bad language or the intertuption of their vitu, 
Tux pain on thele occaſions is uſually.reciprocal; 
the conſequence of. which is, that the <difappoinict 
youth ſeeks an eaſter iociety; and as bad coinpany 
is always ready and ever lying in wait,—ihe careet 
is ſoon hiniſtred ; and the poor predigal returns the 
ſame objett of puy, with the prodigal in the Golpel, 
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in tnd hem thy'/Ton afketh thee intime to come; S510 "gs 
nade What mean the teftemontes, andthe Ratutes,, and 

the judgment , which the Lord our God hath 
ner i commanded you . then thou ſhalt day unto thy 
ance son, Me were Pharaoh's bondsHien' in £e ght, 
nahe and the lord brought u. us out La *) pt with, 4 
er it TRAY Rand, g 


r 


BAK at atioyer) vi "745 2 5 6 "Fr 
ivey MIESE"are” the W whidy Moe left as a 
lion, WL ſtanding anſwer for the children of 'Tſrael to 


con. gwe their poſterity; who in time o come might! be- 
ie of MW come 1gnorant;/or unmindful of the many and great 
iu. mercies, which! Go v had vouchſafed” to their fore- 
cal; Eber all which had termünsted in that e of 
intel I their deliverance out of bondage. 
pany Tuovbd they were diretted 10 ſeak | in 2 
arett I -manne#, each man to his fon, yet one cannot. wt 
5 the ſ poſe that the direction ſhould be neceſſary. for the 
lpel, next. generation, — for the children of thoſe who had 
been eye witnelles of GO p's providences : it does 
ER. | nog 
on the inauguration of his present Majesty. 
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T 
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not ſeem likely that any of them” ſhould arrive” 10 
that age of reaſoning which would put them upon 
aſking the ſuppoled quellich, and not be, long be. 
fore-hand, inflruQted in ihe anſwer! Every parent 
would tel bis child the” hardſhips of his capiiviy, 
and the amazing particulars of his delverance: the 
ſtory was fo uncommon, ——ſofull of wonder. 
and, withal, the recital of it would ever be 4 matter 
of ſuch tranſport, it could not poſlibly be kept a ſe. 
cret :. ihe piety and gratitude of one generation, 


would anticipate the curiofity of another; their ſors 


would learn the flory with their language. 

Tus probably might be the caſe with the hi 
of {ecoud race of people ; but, in proceſs of time, 
things might take a different urn: a. long and un- 
diſturbed poſſe ſhon of their liberties, might blunt the 
ſenſe of thoſe providences of GOD which hat pro. 
cured them, and fer N e his mers 
cies at too great a diſtance From their heans. © Afler 
they had for ſome years been eaſed of every real 
burden, an excels of fieedom might make them rell- 
leſs under every imaginary one, and, among others, 
that of cheir religion ;, from thence they might ſeek 


occaſion to enquire into the foantation aifdl fitnels of 


7 
* 1 
4 # T3% 


its ceremomes, lis ſtatutes, and us judgmems. 


er reztunabie creatures, ( compiy with a mul- 
ütude 


Tak mighi aſk, What ment fo many com- 
mands, in matieis which to them appeared indiller- 
tr £345 24% | yi ur 4 ad JIQUH 2 
ent in their own naſuies? What polity in Andaig-, 
3 ; J 1. V7 Wy AT bd 11159 4 101 mg 
ing hem! and, vi at Obhgafton coud hefe u 
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titude of ſuck unaccountable. en ſo unwor- 
thy the wiſdom of Goo 


HR AT TER, poſlibly,, they. might go Fecher 
lengths; and though their natural bent was gener- 
ally towards ſuperſlition, yet ſome adventurers, as is 
ever the caſe, might ſleer for the oppoſite coaſt, and, 
as they adyanced, might diſcover, . 6s all religions, 
of what 8 or complexions ſoever, were 
alike, —Tbat the religion of their own country in 
particular, was a Cantrivance of the Priefis and Le- 
vites,—— a phantom dreſſed out in a terrifying garb 
of their own making, to keep weak minds in fear; 
hat its rites and ceremonies, and eee 
injundlions, were ſo many different wheels in the 
fame political engine, put in, no doubt, to amuſe the 
Ignorant, and keep them in ſuch a ſtate of darkneſs 
as clerical juggling requires. 

Tnar as for the moral part of it, though it was 
unexceptionable in itſelf, yet it was a piece of 
intelligence they did not land in want of; men had 
natural reaſon always to have found it out. and 
wiſdom to have prattiſed it, without Moles' aſſiſt- 
ance. 

Nay, poſſibly, i in proceſs of time, they might ar⸗ 
rive at greater improvements in religious controver- 
ly; -when they had given their ſyſtem of ink- 
deluy all the ſtrength it could admit of from reaſon, 
they might begin to embelliſh it with ſome more 
ſprighily conceits and turns of ridicule. 

Some wanton Ifraelite, when he had eaten and 


Vol, V. | Q was 
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talent; as artzume ts and ſober "reaſomng failed, he 
might turn the edge of his wit againſt types and 
ſymbols, and treat all the myfteries of his religion, 
and every thing that could be ſaid upon 10 ſerious 2 
ſubje ct, "with ratllery and mirth 3 he might give vent 
t a world of pleaſantry upon many ſacred paſſages 
of his law: he might banter the golden calf, or ihe 
brazen ſerpent, with great coutage, and con. 
found himſelf in the diflinttions of clean and unclean 
ag by the deſperate ſalhes of bis wit again 
them 
H x could but poſſibly . one ſſe p farther ; uber 
the land which flowed with milk and honey had 
quite worn cut the impreſſions of his yoke, and blef. 
go began io multiply upon his hands, he wight 
draw this curious concluſion, that there was ro Be. 
ing who was the author and beſlower of them. 
but that it! was their own arm, and the mightinek 
of 1frzelitiſh rengib, which bad pur them, and kept 
them, in policfhon of ſo much happineſs, —— 
O Moszs! How would thy meek and patient 
ſpirit have been put io the torture by ſuch a return ? 
If a propenſity towards ſuperſlition in the Ifraelites, 
did once betray thee into ſuch an exceſs of anger, 
that thou threweſt the two tables out of thy hands, 
which Cop had wrote, ond carelelsly hazardedit 
the whole treaſure of the world. — with whit irdig- 
nation and honeſt anguiſh would thay have 2 
the 
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the ſcoffings of thoſe who denied the hand which 
brought #5, forth, and ſaid, Who is Goo, that 


we ſhould obey his voice ?—With what force and 


vivacity wouldſt chou have reproached. them with 
the hiſtory of their own nation ?- that, if too 
fee an enjoyment of God's bleſſings, had made them 
forget to. look backwards, ——it was neceſſary 0 
remind them, that their forefathers were Pharaoh's 


bondſmen in Egypt, without Lad of deliverance: 


that the chains of cheir captivity had been fixed and 
tiveited by a ſueceſſion of four hundred and chir y 
years, without the interruption of one ſtruggle for 
their liberty: that after the expiration of that hope- 
leſs period, when no natual means favoured the 
event, they were ſnatched, almoſt againit their own 
wills, out of the hands of their oppreſſors. and led 
through an ocean of dangers, to the poſſeſſion of a 
that this change in their affairs was 
not the produce of chance or fortune,—or was it 
projected or executed by any atchievement or plan 
of human device, which might ſoon again be defeated 


by ſuperior ſtrength or policy from without, or. from 


force af accidents from within, — from change of 


circumſtances, humours, and piffions of men, all 
which generally had a ſway in the riſe and fall of 
kingdoms, but that all was brought about by the 


power and goodneſs of (b, who faw and pitied | 
the affl;Qtions of a diſtreſſed people, and, by a chain 
ol great and mighty deliverances, ſec them free from 


the yoke of oppreſſion. 
Q 2 
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Tur fince that miraculous eſcape, a ſeries of 
ſucceſſes, not to be accounted for by ſecond cauſes 
and the natural courſe of events, bad demonſtrated 


not only God's providence in general, but his 


particular providence and attachment to them 
that nations greater and mightier than they were 
driven out before them, and their lands given to 
them for aryeverlaſting poſſeſſion g- 
Tuis was what they ſhould teach their children, 
and their children's children after them. Hap. 
Py generations, for whom ſo joyful a leſſon was 
Er Y— happy indeed! had ye at all times 
nown to have made the uſe of it which Moſes con- 
tinually exhorted, of drawing nigh unto God 
with all your hearts, who had been 50 nigh unto 
o. | | 
8 Ap here let us drop the argument, as it re- 
pets the Jews, and for a moment turn it towards 
ourlelves: the preſent occeſion, and the recollettion 
which is natural upon it, of dhe many other parts of 
this complicated bleſſing vouchſafed to us ſince we 
became a nation, making it hard to deſiſt from ſuch 


an' application. 


IT BzGAN with the firſt in order of time, as well 


as the greateſt of national deliverances,—our deliver- 


ance from darkneſs and idolatry, by the conveyance: 
of the light which Chriſtianity brought with it into 


Britain, ſo early as in the lifetime of the'apoliles 
themſelves, or, at fartheſt, not many years after 
their death, N 1e 
8 © aaa Trovcn 
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Te0vg41this might ſeem a bleſſing conveyed 
ind offered tous in, common with, other paris of 
the world, yet. when you reflect upon this as a remote 
corner of the earth. in reſpe&t of Judea, —its ſitua- 
tion and inacceſſibleneſs as an ifland, —the little that 
was then known of navigation. or carried on of. 
commerce — the large. tratt of land which to this day 
remains unhallowed with the name of CARISsT, 
and amo in, the neighbourhood of where the firſt 
glad tidings of him were ſounded one cannot but 
adore the goodneſs of Goo, and remark a. more 
particular providence, in its,conveyance and eſtabliſh. 
ent hece, than among} other nations upon the 
continent,—where, though the oppolitions from er- 
ror and prejudice were equal, it had not theſe na- 
tural impediments to encounter; vi uk 
HisroklANs and ſtateſmen, who generally 
ſearch every . where for the cauſes of events but 
in the pleaſure of Him who diſpoſes ef them, may 
make different tefletlions upon this. They may 
conſider it as a matter incidental, brought o paſs by . 
the fortuitous ambition, ſucceſs, and leitiement of 
the Romans here; it appearing that in Claudius's 
reign, when Chriſtianity began to, get footing in 
Rome, near cighty thouſand of that city and people. 
were fixed in this iſland: + As this made a free 
communication betwixt the two places, the way, for 
the goſpel was in courſe open, and its tranſiiion from 
the one to the other, natural and eaſy, to be account- 
ed for——and yet, neverthelels, providennal. 
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God ofien ſuffers us to purſue, the devices of out 
bearis, whilſt, he turns the courſe of them, bke the 


Romans, the engine to advance his own, and ellabliſh 


— — —-—-—-— 
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rivers of waters, io bountiful purpoſes, Thus, be 
might make that, purſuit of glory. inherent in the 


it here: he might make the wickedneſs of the earth 


: to work his own riphtcoulneſs, by. ſuffering, them be 
io wander a while beyond their propet bounds, ul it 


bis purpoſes were fulhlled, and then put his hook 6 


Into their noſtrils, and lead thoſe wild bealls of prey bl 


back again into their own land. 

'Nexr to this bleſſing. of the light 7 the Co- it 
1 el, we mult not forget that by which it was pres {: 
ved from the danger of being totally ſmothered d 
ard exiinguiſhed, by that. vali warm of, batbarow v 
nalions, v ech came down upon us from the norih, U 
and ſhook the world like a tempel; changing names 4 


and cuſtoms, ard language and government, and al. 1 


moſt ihe very face of nafure, wherever they fixed. 
That our religion ſhould be preſerved at all, when f 
eve. 4 thing elle ſeemed 10 periſh, which Was capable ri 


of change, —or, that it ſhould not be hurt under 


that mighty weight of ruins, beyond the. recovery 
of its former beauty. and ltrength, che, whole 2 


can be aſciibed to no cauſe o likely, a5, this, That 
ibe ſame power of Cop which ſent it forth, was. ſl r 
preſent to ſupport it—when | ihe whole. frame of 
other things gave way. 

NzexT in degree to this mercy. of. Fo "I ( 
Chrillianiy from an utter extinfion—— e mut WF x 
ſeckon 


zun! 


LY 
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our WW reckon chat of being enabled to preſerve, and free, it 
the from cot ruptions, which the cult of time, the abuſes 
be of men, and the natural tendency of all ching. 10 
the Will - degeneracy, whith are truiled to them, had from time 
iſh 10 ume introduced into it. 8 . 
arch Slider the day in which this reformation was 
em mo by how many flrange and critical turns has 
Ul it been perfefied and bn, down, if not entirely 
200R without Shot or * rinſile.—at leaſl, without. great 
rey bloiches or marks Of amliiy! | 

Even the blow which was ſuffered to fall upon 
60. it ſhortly after, in that period where our hiſtory looks 
Ne- ſo unlike herfelf—ftained, Mary, by thee! and 


red disfigured with blood: can one reflect upon it 
OUS wichoit: adoring the Providence of Goo, wich 
rih, ſo ſpeedily ſnatched the ſword of perſecution out of 
mes ber er ee her 85 as ſhort as it was 
al- mercileſs ? 

ed, Is Gos then made us as he aid the men 
hen ſuck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the fliay 
ibie rock, how much more Gignal was his mercy mn 
der giving them to us withour money, without price, 


ery in thoſe good days which followed, when a long 
and a wiſe reign was as neceſſary to build up our 
hat church, a5 a thort one was before 10 fave it om 
ruins !.—= | 

rde bletiag was neceſſary 1 
and it was granted 79 - 
Gov having multiplied the years of that renowned | 
pancels to an uncommon number, giving her ume, 


happened upon that of changing their miſery, and We 
it is to be feared are never likely, lo. long as they . 
are kept ſo firongly bound in chains of darkneſs, — ll 
and chains of power. 
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* 29 well as à heart, to fix a wavering perſecuted” 55 
— people, and ſettle them upon ſuch a foundation a Ml; 
| 4 muſt make them happy the touchſtone, by which 1 
49 they are to be tried, whom GoD has entruſted with ” 7 
j | the. care of kingdoms. | A 
1 BLEssSE po be thy glorious name jy 4b ever ond ever, "7 
' in making that teſt ſo much eaſier for the Britiſh, ' | 

H than other princes of this earth; whoſe ludjech. ® 

N whatever other changes they. have felt, have ſeldom 1. 
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From both thete kinds of evils, which are al; * 

. moſt naturally connected together, how providemial the 
wa was our eſcape in the ſucceeding reigu, when all, bj 
bs. the choice blood was . heſpoke, and. Preparations li 


made to offer ii up at one ſacrifice! 


RN” 
— 


I wovLD not imtermix the horrors of that black of 


== 7 
Fo) ow 


eſcape, 


5 projetted feſtival, with, the glories of this; ot name g 
"54 the ſorrows of the next reign, which ended. in he aun 
1 47 ſubverſion of our conſliiuiion, was it not neceſſaty | 
My to purſue the thread of out deliverances thigugh thoſe hee 
4 times, and remark how nigh Gon's Providence bis 
i was 10 us in them, both, by proiefting, us from the on 
N one, in as ſignal a manner as he reftored us fron, et 
1 the, other. of 
] S IN DEE D the later of 17 —_ have been and 
; wal joyleſs matter of remembrance to us at this day, had goc 
1 | | it not been confirmed a b ieſling by a ſucceeding 
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SERMON XXI. 2843 
eſcape, which ſealed and conveyed it ſafe down to 
us: e it was to corrett an undue ſenſe of 


former bleſſings, or to teach us to reflett upon 
the number and value of them, by threatening us 
with the deprivation of them, —we were ſuffered, * 
however, to approach the edge of a precipice, where, 
if Gop had not raiſed up a deliverer to lead us 
back, —all had been loll: — the arts of Jefnitty kad 
lecoyed us forwards, or, it that had failed, we had 
been puſh'd down by open force, and our deſtiuftion | 
had been inevitable. 
Tus good conſequences of that deliverance - are 
ſuch, that it ſeemed as if Gop had ſuffered om 
waters, like thoſe of Betheſda, to be troubled; 
make them afterwards more healing to us; dn to to 
the account of that day's bleſſing, we charge the 
enjoy ment of every thing ſince worth a free man's 
lring for, —the revival of our liberty, our religion, 
cke juſt rights of our kings, and the juil rights 
of our people, —and along with all, that happy pco- 
vihon for their continuance, for which we are re- 
turning thanks to Go p this day. 1 55 | 
Ler us do it, I beſeech you, in the way which 
becomes wiſe men, by purſuing the intentions of 
bis biefſings, and making a better uſe of them ban 
our forefathers, who ſometimes ſeemed to grow weary ' 
of their own happineſs : —let us rather thank 
Cob for the good land which he has given us; 
and when we begin to proſper in it, and have built 
poly houſes, and dwelt therein, —and w__ 0. 
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284 -SERMON XI. 
ſilver and our gold is maltiplied, and all that we hay 
is muluplied, let the iaſtances of our virtue and 
benevolence be multiplied with them, that the grez 
and mighiy GD. who 1s righteous in all his ways 
and holy in all his worzs, inay, in the laſt day 
accounting with in, judge us Werthy of the umercie 
we have received. | | 
Id vain are days ſet apart to celebrate ſucceſsf 
gccurrences, unſeſs they influence a nation's moral 
a ſinful people never can be grateful to Go 
nor can they, properly ſpeaking, be loyal to the. 
prince they cannot be grateful to the one, becaul 
they live not under a ſenſe of his mercies,—nor ca 
they be loyal to the other, becauſe they diſengage i 
Providence of God from taking his par —and the 
giving a heart to his adverſaries to be intractable.— 
AND therefore, what was faid by ſome one, Thi 
every fin was a treaſon againſt the ſou], may be ap 
plied here. That every wicked man is a trait 
to his king and his country, And whatever flatel 
men may write of the cauſes of the riſe and fall « 
nations; for the contrary reaſons, a good man ui 
ever be found to be the beſt pairiot and the beſt ſub 
ject. And though an individual may. ſay, Wh: 
can my righteouſneſs profit a nation of men? 
may be anſwered, That if it ſhould fail of a bleſſin 
here, —it will have one advantage atleaſt, which is th 
Ir will fave thy» own. ful : which may Go 
grant. Amen. C 
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